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A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch
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Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com 
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January 8th 2017 – Epiphany & Baptism of Christ 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Congregational Meeting – The congregation of St. Andrew’s is having a short meeting just prior to worship this morning’s worship to look at plans and important questions for the coming year.
Christmas Eve Services – Thank you everyone who was involved in this year’s Christmas celebrations, and the many participants in services.

Annual Meetings – The Joint session presents the following dates for meetings: Jan 18th Zion; Jan 15th St. James, Jan 22nd St. Andrew’s, Feb. 5th St Mark’s, please finish up the work on any reports so that copies can be made before meetings.
Memorial Bulb Campaigns Please support and share in lighting our memory.

St. Andrew’s Tanya Ryan 785-6696, St. Mark’s Willah Ryan 785-4479, St. James David/Shelley Cail 785-4323, Audrey Glencross 785-1983, Doreen Cail 523-9357   Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Christmas Candlelight Service – Thank you everyone who came out and enjoyed the Candlelight service on Friday. Special thanks to the children and youth who were a part of the service.

New Year Fellowship - Potluck January 8th 4pm  Christians of all churches/ denominations are welcomed together for a potluck fellowship hosted at the Bass River Fair Hall, off the 116 in Bass River 

Bible Study &Members classes will be starting in the January 21st in the back room of St. James Beersville. Rev. Sutherland will be looking for names and available times to start learning-groups in the new year. If you would like to start/host a Bible study contact Rev. Sutherland or one of our church elders.  

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Call to Worship  A&D – 14 Jesus, name above all names
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 129 Once in royal David’s City
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 29 [Pew Bible] 



1    Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones,
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2    Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
    worship the LORD in the splendor of his£ holiness.
3    The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
    the God of glory thunders,
    the LORD thunders over the mighty waters.
4    The voice of the LORD is powerful;
    the voice of the LORD is majestic.
5    The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
    the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
6    He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
    Sirion£ like a young wild ox.
7    The voice of the LORD strikes
    with flashes of lightning.
8    The voice of the LORD shakes the desert;
    the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh.
9    The voice of the LORD twists the oaks£
    and strips the forests bare.
    And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
10    The LORD sits£ enthroned over the flood;
    the LORD is enthroned as King forever.
11    The LORD gives strength to his people;
    the LORD blesses his people with peace.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 142 Unto us a child is born  
Scripture Readings: OT – Isaiah 43:1-7

1    But now, this is what the LORD says—  he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.

2    When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.

3    For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour; I give Egypt for your ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead.

4    Since you are precious and honoured in my sight, and because I love you, I will give men in exchange for you, and people in exchange for your life.

5    Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from the west.

6    I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth—

7    everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”

                              Epistle – Ephesians 3:1-12

1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.

7I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power. 8Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 13I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 165 Thou didst leave Thy throne
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 3:15-22

15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with£ water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them.
19But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.

21When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

Sermon: Identity

 I want you to consider all the ways you have been identified. You have your government IDs, driver’s license, passport, Social Insurance Number [and could they come up with a name that does not have the acronym SIN], Medicare Card & Number, I now have a registered number for anything I do through the department of natural resources [fish license, hunting, etc]. You have a bank card and an account number, a credit card number perhaps [though lets give it a rest for a little while], and in our day and age you might have a few of those. 

House number, business number, cell phone and home phone numbers [fewer of them], ‘Hey, can I give you a call’ is a rather complicated question these days.
Anyone have airmiles, aeroplan, and the thousands of points programs and club membership and consumer membership s you can have now. You can have account numbers at store, you be registered as a business yourself.

Then there are virtual identities, email addresses [and many people have more than one of these] web pages and Facebook and Instagram and Twitter and the countless thousand opportunities to have an online identity.
All of this together and the average person has literally thousands of opportunity to identify themselves, or be identified, or reinvent their identity, or split their identity, or whatever . . . because not one flicker, flash, byte, card or ounce of it is who you are. Even though everyone of them say they are all about giving you an chance to say who you are, not any of it actually delivers on the promise of helping you be, become or tell others about who you are. No because, that is a you & your creator thing, and though God can be shown in everything I have mentioned and God certainly can use all that it is only when we first acknowledge God that any of the rest makes any sense.

Christian writer Henri Nouwen puts it like this: “Jesus came to announce to us that an identity based on success, popularity and power is a false identity- an illusion! Loudly and clearly he says: 'You are not what the world makes you; but you are children of God.” 

Now Henri goes on to say a lot more in his books and lectures but it boils down nicely , that the end result of this is that : “...death is not the total dissolution or our identity but the way to its fullest revelation.” 
Now that sure puts a lot on its head about how a lot of us see ourselves. You don’t have to be in the middle of the digital age to be caught up in a false identity about who you are or who you are meant to be. 

The season of Epiphany is about what happens to the human spirit when it finally sees and appreciates Christ for who he is. Who is Christ without all of the disguises that the world put on the Messiah from God? Who is the fulfillment of Prophecy? Who or what can fulfill the law of God? Who can answer the questions of the psalms and the proverbs of God’s people and of all people?
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Epiphany is a celebration, and I know we are all partied out from Christmas and New Years, and we cannot handle the calories from anymore partying. But still we can celebrate. Because this is not a celebration of the body but a celebration of the spirit, in the Spirit. C.S Lewis says: “Don’t let you happiness depend on something you may lose.”

The world can be quite threatening about our identity. There have been very popular thriller books and movies on the subject of identity theft and identity erasure. Would you be able to function if your bank accounts and identities were wiped out by a world-wide electrical/technological event. A lot of people wouldn’t and that would be terrifying for some. What would it be to be a no one in and world of no ones? It is the making of some pretty chilling stuff.
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But the reality, from our point of view as Christians, that is exactly what is going on. That is our Epiphany, that the rest of the world that thinks their somebody just don’t recognize who they are. That without Christ they are walking around without a real identity. Everything else is a fake ID. A fake ID is not designed to get you into any good place unless maybe they get you into a hospital when you are sick. But our real ID gets into heaven, no matter what any other ID says about us, Christ Jesus gets us in, gets us on in life, and makes all of our life something real and worth living.

Our Responsive Psalm gets us started by telling us to ascribe to the Lord: “ Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendour of his holiness.” Identify the Lord, that is what ascribe means, see the label on God has holiness and glory strength. 


This is how it works and it is something even God’s own people forget. God’s people get deceived, the devil is at work, and I know we like to forget that there is a deceiver ready to feed us another piece of fruit but Satan has mastery in this world even though God is God of all. The Devil has this way of twisting our understanding so that we end up believing not simply in God less than we should but in ourselves too, and our belief about who we are and who we can be becomes shallow and fake and limited and ‘plastic’.

When we start to see God for who God is we discover who are. When we encounter and accept the living Christ, the Messiah of God and Lord of all, then we are also recognizing that we are children of God. 

Consider then, baptism both the baptism we share in Jesus Christ, but even/also the baptism that John offered in the Jordon, what they share is that they are about a new identity in the washing away of the deceptions we have fallen into, but it is the baptism into Christ – into his death and resurrection that opens us to a state of grace and fellowship that nothing else; not our own faith, not our understanding, nothing else can give us. That is in large part why we – in our reformed faith – baptism children and infants. We seek to have our identity as individuals and as families based and built in the truth of Christ.
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A lot of people simply do not know who they are, and who they are meant to be; who they are called to be. Whole Christian ministries are built around helping people, especially youth and among youth a growing number of ministries to women, and also ministries to women of all ages. I have a pic from a poster here that reads: 

I also have a quote from a member of the chat page connected from where I found this poster, and it comes from a woman a couple of years younger than me named Neva Coyle who says – “The whole world can ignore me and treat me as if I weren’t there at all, but God has picked me out to be His very own.”

[image: image6.jpg]Lty Drctation

oni - o o g0
b
el
R oW
e e .
ot

BLESSED esme





How many of our youth are saying that? How many of our families are making that their centre as they raise their children and take their place as leader and movers and makers of our society? I have another poster here, this is from the coaching staff of the Seattle Seahawks – not the usual place I go for theological direction in a sermon, but God’s spirit’s got a way. 


Now this was distributed for the team, now you would think that the coaching staff would want their team rooted in the jargon of the game and having their identity solid with their fellow players, but this was given to make sure that his team had the right attitude about who they were and if they were going to become a team, how they should model our life. 

I’d like us to try some of this, and I would like for everyone to post this list along with today’s scripture reading as a reflection point on the fridge. Call it a diet of your own identity, and a mirror on the fridge that will make you look at something more significant then even your waistline when you are on your way for a snack, or making a meal for you family or looking at what you’ll be doing. 

The apostle Paul, when he wrote his letter to the churches, he shared his identity in Christ, but also offered a confident approach we can all share. We need to be awakened to the under standing, as Paul put it, that: “In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.” 


You are God’s beloved child, an heir of God’s kingdom. You don’t earn that or ever n understand that, but through Christ Jesus you are offered that. Don’t let the world and all its fake IDs distract you from the fact that God loves you, that he gave his son for you, that your ID may be as a Child of God. 

Amen & God bless

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 410 Joyful, joyful
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 112 Blessed Assurance (vs.1)
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W. Neil R., Paul, Linda, Vincent, John, Charles, Lucy. Jean, Alfred, Marie, 
Announcements: 
Congregational Meeting – The congregation of St. Andrew’s is having a short meeting just prior to worship this morning’s worship to look at plans and important questions for the coming year.
Christmas Eve Services – Thank you everyone who was involved in this year’s Christmas celebrations, and the many participants in services.

Annual Meetings – The Joint session presents the following dates for meetings: Jan 18th Zion; Jan 15th St. James, Jan 22nd St. Andrew’s, Feb. 5th St Mark’s, please finish up the work on any reports so that copies can be made before meetings.
Memorial Bulb Campaigns Please support and share in lighting our memory.

St. Andrew’s Tanya Ryan 785-6696, St. Mark’s Willah Ryan 785-4479, St. James David/Shelley Cail 785-4323, Audrey Glencross 785-1983, Doreen Cail 523-9357   

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Christmas Candlelight Service – Thank you everyone who came out and enjoyed the Candlelight service on Friday. Special thanks to the children and youth who were a part of the service.

New Year Fellowship - Potluck January 8th 4pm  Christians of all churches/ denominations are welcomed together for a potluck fellowship hosted at the Bass River Fair Hall, off the 116 in Bass River 

Bible Study &Members classes will be starting in the January 21st in the back room of St. James Beersville. Rev. Sutherland will be looking for names and available times to start learning-groups in the new year. If you would like to start/host a Bible study contact Rev. Sutherland or one of our church elders.  

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 
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BELOVED
“Ihave loved you with an everlasting love; | have drawn you
with unfailing kindness. - Jeremiah 313

A CHILD OF GOD
“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And that s what we arel”
~1John 31

DELIGHTED IN
“The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who
saves. Ha will take great delight in you; n his love he wil no
fonger rebuke you, but will(0ice Over you With singing”

- Zephaniah 317

FORGIVEN
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that
we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed” - 1 Peter 224

WASHED CLEAN
“Though your sins are ke scariet, they shall be a5 white
25 snow though they are red as crimson, they shall b ke
wool” - Isaiah 118

FREE
“tis for fraedom that Christ has st us frae. Stand firm,
ther. and do not lat yoursalves be burdened 3gain by 3
yoke of slavery. - Galatians 51

A TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
“Do you ot know that your bodies are temples of the Holy
Spit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?”
-1 Corinthians 619

ADOPTED INTO GOD'S FAMILY
“The Spirit you received brought about your adoption to
sonship. And by him we cry, Abba. Father'™ - Romans 815

CO-HEIR WITH CHRIST
“Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs of God
and co-heirs with Christ” - Romans 817

RIGHTEOUS
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that

e might become the righteousness of God in Him™

-2 Corinthians 521

NEW
“Therefore,if anyone is in Chist. he is a new creation: The
oid has gone, the new has comet” - 2 Corinthians 517

COMPILED BY BEN MALCOLMSON
ASSISTANT TO THE HEAD COACH
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS

ASAINT
“You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified
i the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of
our God” -1 Corinthians 611

SET APART
“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
beople for his own possession” - | Peter 29

AN AMBASSADOR OF CHRIST
“We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, 35 though God
were making his appeal through us.” - 2 Corinthians 520

A CO-LABORER
“For we are co-workers In God's service; you are God's
field, God's building” - 1 Corinthians 39

A SWEET AROMA
“For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Chist among
those who are being saved and those who ore perishing”
-2 Corinthians 215

NEVER ALONE
“The Lord himself goes before you and wil be with you; he
will naver leave you nor forsake you” - Deuteronomy 318

A MASTERPIECE
“For we are God's mastarpiece. Ha has craated us anew in
Christ Jasus, 50 we can do the good things he planned for
uslong ago:” - Ephesians 210

WONDERFULLY MADE
“lam fearfully and wonderfully made!” - Psaim 13914

80LD.
“Since we have such a hope, we are very bold”
-2 Corinthians 312

HAVING GUARANTEED VICTORY
“You have given me your shield of victory. Your right hand
sustains me. you stoop down to make me great”

- Psaim 18:35

HOLDING A SECURED FUTURE
“For | know the plans | have for you! daclares the Lord),
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give.
You hope and a future.” - Jeremizh 2911

WHOLE IN CHRIST
“in Christ you have been brought to fuliness.”
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Mission Moments:  Sharing the Gospel in people’s heart languages In order to preserve their cultures, and promote the use of their ancestral languages, indigenous churches are working to enable indigenous peoples to read and study Scripture using the language of their hearts. The Rev. Dr. Paul McLean advises indigenous pastors and elders translating the Bible into the languages: Amis, Bunun, Drekay, Paiwan, Tayal and Pinuyumayan. Paul shares, “I thank the Presbyterian Church in Canada for supporting multicultural-multilingual Bible translation work in Taiwan. Thanks to everyone who faithfully prays and supports us in mission through Presbyterians Sharing. May our good and gracious God bless you for your part in sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the ongoing Bible translation work with Taiwan's indigenous peoples.”   
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