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July 10th 2016 – Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & National Recognition (Prayer for the Nation)

Call to Worship  A&D 11 I love you Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 328 All creature of our God and King

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 82 [Pew Bible] 


1    God presides in the great assembly;
    he gives judgment among the “gods”:
2    “How long will you£ defend the unjust
    and show partiality to the wicked?
Selah
3    Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless;
    maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed.
4    Rescue the weak and needy;
    deliver them from the hand of the wicked.
5    “They know nothing, they understand nothing.
    They walk about in darkness;
    all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
6    “I said, ‘You are “gods”;
    you are all sons of the Most High.’
7    But you will die like mere men;
    you will fall like every other ruler.”
8    Rise up, O God, judge the earth,
    for all the nations are your inheritance.
Children’s story – Wood for building

Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus loves me this I know
Scripture Readings: OT – Amos 7:7-17  



7This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD asked me, “What do you see, Amos?”
“A plumb line,” I replied.
Then the Lord said, “Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.
9    “The high places of Isaac will be destroyed
    and the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined;
    with my sword I will rise against the house of Jeroboam.”
10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: “Amos is raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his words. 11For this is what Amos is saying:
    “‘Jeroboam will die by the sword,
    and Israel will surely go into exile,
    away from their native land.’”
12Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your bread there and do your prophesying there. 13Don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is the king’s sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom.”
14Amos answered Amaziah, “I was neither a prophet nor a prophet’s son, but I was a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. 15But the LORD took me from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 16Now then, hear the word of the LORD. You say,
    “‘Do not prophesy against Israel,
    and stop preaching against the house of Isaac.’
17“Therefore this is what the LORD says:
“‘Your wife will become a prostitute in the city,
    and your sons and daughters will fall by the sword.
    Your land will be measured and divided up,
    and you yourself will die in a pagan£ country.
    And Israel will certainly go into exile,
    away from their native land.’”

                              Epistle – Colossians 1:1-14


1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2To the holy and faithful£ brothers in Christ at Colosse:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father.£
3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints—5the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in all its truth. 7You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our£ behalf, 8and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.
9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you£ to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption,£ the forgiveness of sins.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 366 Come let us sing of a wonderful love  
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 10:25-37


25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
27He answered: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’ ; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
28“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins£ and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
36“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
37The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Sermon: How do we measure up?

The fact of the matter is, we don’t. Nothing I am about to say that we ourselves measure up to God’s standard for us. It is perhaps the most dire fact, most depressing thought in the mortal Christian’s life. We are not true, we are crooked in more ways than one, and warped in a few others.


So what are we left with, Well, far too many people, ‘believers’ even, get into the habit of looking at the world instead as something like, ‘at least we are more saved than those others. We see depravity or reckless living and rely on the crookedness of others in order to make our lives seem straight.


What does that say about us? That we would lean on someone else’s wickedness in order to seem straight?


Let me tell you about some  work experience I had as a young man. After high school one of my first jobs, while I was in university was at a building supply store. My first job their was to sweep the lumber yard and straighten the stacks of wood. 


What I observed in my job was that after the lifts of wood were un-strapped some of the boards would tend to twist and bend and bow. Eventually they would pull the pile of wood apart, even if almost no wood was picked from the pile. So, with certain boards, after the lift was opened, I would go back around with ratchet straps or plastic straps and bind the wood back on again, because left to its own the pile twists, warps bows and most significantly separates. So, at the end of this summer I would cut and chunk that twisted lumber into firewood and kindling because it was goo for nothing else. 


Without God’s Holy Spirit the same happens to us. When left on our own, we twist, bend and become all sorts of warped and twisted individuals and eventually you can’t put the pile back together again, and we become useless to the church, to our family to the community and to God. 


How like the parable of the weeds in the wheat of Matthew 13, which we looked at this week with the children of the VBS. In the end the useful, the ones who embrace their role as children of God and co-servants with Christ Jesus in the ministry of the gospel of God’s kingdom, who are taken up and used for the building of the kingdom and have a place in it, our measure and purpose is found in Christ, architect and builder of our faith.


The prophet Amos taught with the example of the plumbline. He taught that Israel had become unsound, crooked in itself. When a wall is crooked you can only brace it for a little while. It will never remain standing. Better to tear down that wall and build it again, with a new foundation, using even the stone that the builders rejected as the cornerstone. 


Amos is calling God’s people through a great trial. Once again God’s people – having fallen away – are being called through their own necessity to suffer in order to learn. But yet, the voice of God is already on the other side of that suffering. There is a way through, there is something on the other side of trouble besides destruction, and there is hope; but if you despair, then you aim for the fall.


God is calling us to name and admit our sins, but not so that we can be defined by them. We are so afraid of our own mistakes, especially that people may find out about them. Neither should we ere to the other extreme and revel in our brokenness. But in admitting our sin we make room in ourselves for the joy of forgiveness. There is no room for forgiveness when our souls are filled with denial. 


I hope you are hearing the Apostle Paul in this, in his words of hope for the church: “bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you£ to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption,£ the forgiveness of sins”


We need forgiveness, and we need to admit that we do not measure up & that we need forgiveness. We do not deserve it, we cannot earn it, we can only accept it, humbly and joyfully – not mournfully, as some are in the habit – but with awe and wonder at God’s grace. And then we need to embody it.


To often we are the self-righteous passer-by to life’s troubles. To often the needs of the world overwhelm us and we shy away from even being a part of solutions. It takes the humility of lining ourselves up with others, of coming along side rather than trying to live in our own righteousness by ourselves. 


I want to take you back to the lumber yard for one last moment, and for an important lesson. 


It had been a hot sticky and extremely busy Saturday, and I had worked a fourteen-hour day out in that yard. I had straightened and re-straightened seemingly every single pile at least a dozen times. I had swept every row. I was just about done in and still having a whole row left to tidy, I came around the corner to see the store manager with a broom in his hand his nice clean uniform now filthy from the knee down from the dust his broom kicked up. Together, he and I finished that last row. He told me as we finished that the lumber-yard was the only department that was in anywhere near in order after that crazy day. He was glad to come out to help me finish the job. And when I punched out that night he made a mark on my punch card, and the next pay showed a bonus I had not expected.


Sometimes, we measure up. I am not saying that we never get it right. What we need to learn and accept is that there is a difference between when we get it right, and when we fall short. We need to recognize when we are in the fellowship of the living Church, and when we are being self-righteous and trying to go it alone. Because, until we are honest, humble and able, we will struggle to know when God is calling us to act, we may become people who pass by life’s troubles rather than see them as opportunities to uplift others and to serve God.


We do not try to measure up to be rewarded, but when we do measure it up it is wonderful to feel the full measure of God’s love and joy in His creation. 
Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Tom M., Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Warren, Evolve Festival, Marilyn, Pamela, Paul
Announcements: Central Treasurer – Winnie Wilson has accepted the position, and this was received and agreed upon at a short joint session meeting on Thursday. We are thankful that Winnie has accepted this position and pray for her fulfillment of this important role in our pastoral charge. 

Session We will hold our next meeting in August to prepare for the fall.  

Memorial Services – St. Mark’s Bass River August 14th  St. James’ Beersville August 21st, St Andrew’s Clairville August 28th,

Summer Calendar - – Events pamphlets are printed and available by the church entrance. Please share these around the community. Correction The St, Matthew’s Memorial service will be next Sunday, July 17th 2016 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. 

Bible Study –Are being planned for the fall. Please speak with Rev. Sutherland, Bev Dunn, or Jen Beers about ideas 

Devotionals – our Today books for the summer are available, and Daily Bread devotionals can be arranged with Alf Fillmore. The Presbycan Daily Devotional is available each day online and can be emailed to you, with prayer partnerships and news from across the church; go to http://presbycan.ca   

VBS – Thank you for all your support this past week for ‘Seeds & Sheep’, we had 27 children come out for the event and a lot of fun with games and stories and crafts that are on display today for you to enjoy. A big note of thanks to adult volunteers, and snack makers: You made this year’s program happen. Thank you
Canada Youth 2016 – Please pray for our denomination’s youth as they gather for this year’s event at Brock U in St. Catherine’s Ontario.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 362 Love divine all loves excelling 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments:  Answering the call of Christ Presbyterians Sharing supports the Life and Mission agency of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. Earlier this year, three staff members were recognized PCC’s national office: Jen de Combe as Associate Secretary of Canadian Ministries, Guy Smagghe as Director of PWS&D, and Ian Ross-McDonald as General Secretary of the LMA. The Rev. Glynis Williams shares, “The LMA is not an acronym, but an active, engaged, thinking, praying and visioning group of people who love God and want to be faithful to the call of Jesus Christ in our lives. Today we recognize these gifts in Jen, Guy and Ian.” Please pray for the staff at our national office. 
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