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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 7 

July 15th  2012

Welcome & Announcements    

VBS – OverBoard!! – was a tremendous success with 35 children attending and lots of new adult volunteers helping out. Thanks to everyone who through prayer and offers to help out supported this ministry. 
Memorial Service –July 8th St. Andrew’s Clairville; July 22nd St. Mark’s Bass River; August 24th, St. James Beersville {See pamphlet}
As we look forward to the memorial services we will be having over the summer there may be some ideas for special music, speakers, and social events that we can have to add to these special homecoming events.  If you have been brain-storming please share your ideas.

Hymn-Sing Service July 22nd at 7pm at Zion, West Branch; and Ice Cream social will follow

Bible Study & Choir: On hold for the summer and will start up in September

Bible School in Clairville – On hold for the summer, but will start up Wednesdays this coming fall.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Church Growth Workshops –We will try to continue these chats through the summer. Watch for announcements of BBQs!!

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Call to Worship  As the deer pants (NBoP 27)
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 566 Can a little child like me

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 24 [BoP 625] 

Children’s story – Ann and the big show – saved up all year, people made fun of her, and all day she was very happy, she was going to do what she was best at, and she let people know that she did it because she loved Jesus, because Jesus was her Lord and her Saviour, so just when it began to get dark and the moon was not quite out but the stars were starting to twinkle, she flicked a switch, and then BOOM!!

Children’s Hymn: BoP 251 Come, children join to sing
Scripture Readings: 


            OT – 2 Samuel 6:1-19

1David again brought together out of Israel chosen men, thirty thousand in all. 2He and all his men set out from Baalah of Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name,£ the name of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark. 3They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart 4with the ark of God on it,£ and Ahio was walking in front of it. 5David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating with all their might before the LORD, with songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums and cymbals.
6When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. 7The LORD’S anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the ark of God.
8Then David was angry because the LORD’S wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah. 

9David was afraid of the LORD that day and said, “How can the ark of the LORD ever come to me?” 10He was not willing to take the ark of the LORD to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the LORD blessed him and his entire household.
12Now King David was told, “The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God.” So David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. 13When those who were carrying the ark of the LORD had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 14David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the LORD with all his might, 15while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets.
16As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart.
17They brought the ark of the LORD and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before the LORD. 18After he had finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD Almighty. 19Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each person in the whole crowd of Israelites, both men and women. And all the people went to their homes.

       Epistle – Ephesians 1:3-14

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—6to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.
11In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 339 See Israel’s gentle Shepherd stand
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 6:14-29

14King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well known. Some were saying, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.”
15Others said, “He is Elijah.”
And still others claimed, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long ago.”
16But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the dead!”
17For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. 18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, 20because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him.
21Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests.
The king said to the girl, “Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give it to you.” 23And he promised her with an oath, “Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom.”
24She went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask for?”
“The head of John the Baptist,” she answered.
25At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: “I want you to give me right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”
26The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27So he immediately sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. The man went, beheaded John in the prison, 28and brought back his head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her mother. 29On hearing of this, John’s disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.
Sermon: Worship-wear (if you are going to wear it, wear it!)
John had a very particular style. The temple priests had their assigned robes, the great jeweled over cloak, kings and other royalty were distinctly audacious in their purple, violets and blue silks, and Romans bore their tunics and togas with their sashes of gold or fine colours denoting rank and distinction, it seemed everyone in the days of the gospels was in uniform. But John, the baptizer, he stood out from the gang. 


John wore a camel hair garment. He wore a notable leather belt, he lived on the edge of the wilderness and he was known to be an eater of locusts and honey [ in other words he lived off the land]. And while a camel-hair garment would be very particle, it would tend to smell a bit when wet, and John spent a good deal of time by the river. And while I have never had the chance to tell someone that they have a grasshopper leg stuck between their teeth, I don’t think anyone mentioning it to John would have been any more comfortable than I would about it.


John was not like the priestly prophets of king David’s time who were as likely to have schools of disciples under them and be regarded as high advisors to rulers and kings, but John did have some advisors, and he certainly ended up advising the king.


John operated in the tradition of prophecy presented in the characters of Elijah and Elisha. In fact both John and Jesus are connected; by the characteristics they show [tendency towards miracles, but especially through the revelations of God’s will] which was quickly followed by people in Judea recognizing these traits and referring to Jesus and John as ‘Elijah reborn’. That was the idea. That was what they were going for. 


God wants us to be recognizable in this way. Have you ever had someone you know say to you, “I never took you for some one who goes to church”? That is not a good thing. If people around you don’t get some sense that you might be one of the people who go to church, then you have to kinda’ question, “I am really living my life for Christ”?


Now I am not saying that Christians need uniforms. I don’t believe that Nuns wimples and Monks robes give them any special status and distinction in society, in fact most orders are getting ride of the much of the old uniforms except for special occasions. It is becoming harder and harder to find church ministers using and wearing robes, again, except for special occasions. Some ministers simply dress the same as any of the other church members, no collar, maybe not a suit. They may look less intimidating, but you might have a great deal of trouble picking them out when you needed them.


But John the Baptist, though he was known for his strange clothes, his odd eating habits, and for his radical stance against the authorities; John was most widely know for what he preached and he was recognized for the way he was living what he preached. And Jesus lifts up John as an example before the disciples. Jesus says:

“I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist;” Matthew 11:11


Now that’s a compliment! Jesus, God’s own son says of John that there is no one who has be lifted higher in our society than John. John, who lived in the wilderness. John, who wore the stinky common cloths. John, who ate locusts and honey. John, who challenged the authorities. 


And why, because John could be distinguished through what he believed and how he lived that belief fully out in his life. John, whose confrontation with authority came to a head when he was brought before the tetrarchial king, Herod. John had told the authorities that what the king was doing was wrong, John said it people listened, and they began to see that what the king was doing was wrong. 


It would be as if the church began to really challenge our governments’ action and inactions, and not just send letters, but to go so far as to make people laugh at, mock, ignore and to insight protest over the government and it policies.


And so John became a political prisoner, for shadowing the same reasons why Jesus was arrested. John was taken into custody by Herod and put in Herod’s dungeon. Herod wanted to silence John, but all Herod succeeded in doing was bringing God’s messenger right into the palace. 


King Herod, for all the portrayals of him in art and movies as a drunkard and a weasel like character, both in what we read in the bible and in what history tells us about him from other sources, Herod was not an unintelligent man. He knew how to weald what limited political sway he had to his own advantage. He had used that ability to stay in some power, even with Roman government, using them as protection. And in contrast to most of the society Herod could pretty well do what he wanted. 


He had wanted his brother’s wife; he got his brother’s wife, and not in a legal way. And Herod’s wife, called Herodias, did not thank John for pointing this out to everyone. She sought to kill John.


Herod had one terrible flaw as a king, even as a puppet king [and it made him even more of a puppet]. Herod felt and acted as though a king had to be uncompromising and unrelenting. If he made a declaration, he had to live up to it. If he fell in love he had to act on it. If he was challenged he had to retaliate. Herod’s own words ruled him. His wife knew how to trap Herod in those words. So she waited for the boast, the public boast in front of the guests, “Up to half of my kingdom for you to dance!” he shouted to his niece [and step-daughter]. And Herodias made her ask for the head of John the Baptist.  


John had continued to preach, even in the king’s dungeon. John had been brought into the palace and  he was using his cell in the same way he had used the river, to preach, and to tell the truth, and to reveal the will of God. And the truth caught Herod’s ear.


John looked like the poorest of vagabonds. He acted in opposition to authority. He was a rebel and a radical, but he was recognizable most of all for the truth he told. That God would use someone so very different from the popular and the desirable, but the truth that John told made that clear and it began to make that clear to Herod. 


Did Herodias, besides loathing John for the things he said about her, for the implications and innuendoes that were seemingly true about her, which John had not only spread but preached, did she fear the influence that he was gaining over Herod? Did she fear for her self? For her position? Fear the loss of her power and influence? Was it darker, perhaps more devious? Scripture simply says, “Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him.”


The Pharisees nursed a grudge against Jesus because he challenged their presumptions and their authority when he told the truth; when he declared God’s will. The church felt the wrath of the Jews and the oppression of the Romans when it declared Jesus Christ as the Messiah and as Lord. When the world is confronted by the truth of God’s will for this creation, and the authorities are made to see  that what they are doing is wrong; how often do they stop to thank the one who pointed out their mistake.


If the church made it its practice to point out the sins and the corruption of the leaders in society, to protest actions of government and celebrity alike how long do you think it would be before they would try and shut the churches down? Are we afraid of that?


I think one of the main reasons that the church today is struggling so much is because it refuses to speak, and it refuses to challenge. The church today is becoming less and less confident about what it is saying and publicly declaring. Have we rested too long on long lost laurels? Have we become complacent under tax free status? Is our ministry governed by our finances or by the word of God?


And the answers to those questions might scare us, anger us, puzzle us, or simply make us pause. Does Christ look upon our church today with the same regard as he did John the baptizer? Does our society see this fellowship as a place to come for truth, and for understanding God’s will?


We need to wear our faith, wear it so all the world can see it. We need to wear it even though it might seem to the world that we are a bit radical. People need to be able to look at each of us and all of us together and say with certainty that ‘those people are followers of Christ’.


We might look a little poor, or a little rough on the edges, but the truth will shine brighter than whatever our appearance is. And whatever the protest or persecution, God will never leave nor forsake us. 


Let faith be seen, truth be proclaimed, hope sustained; and the love of God uplift God’s people forever. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 391 Jesus bids us shine

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
PAGE  
1

