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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 8 As the deer pants [Glorify your name]

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 441 Can a little child like me
  BoP 566
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 15 [Pew Bible] 

1    LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?
2    He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.
3    He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.
4    In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.
5    He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.
KJV

1    LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary?
    Who may live on your holy hill?
2    He whose walk is blameless
    and who does what is righteous,
    who speaks the truth from his heart
3    and has no slander on his tongue,
    who does his neighbor no wrong
    and casts no slur on his fellowman,
4    who despises a vile man
    but honors those who fear the LORD,
    who keeps his oath
    even when it hurts,
5    who lends his money without usury
    and does not accept a bribe against the innocent.
    He who does these things
    will never be shaken. NIV
Children’s story – Who gets to go to church?

Children’s Hymn: songs 12 Church in the wildwood

  Scripture Readings:     OT – Amos 8:1-12

1Thus hath the Lord GOD showed unto me: and behold a basket of summer fruit. 2And he said, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then said the LORD unto me, The end is come upon my people of Israel; I will not again pass by them any more. 3And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, saith the Lord GOD: there shall be many dead bodies in every place; they shall cast them forth with silence.
4Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, 5Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit? 6That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat? 7The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works. 8Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of Egypt. 9And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day: 10And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.
11Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: 12And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it. 
KJV

1This is what the Sovereign LORD showed me: a basket of ripe fruit. 2“What do you see, Amos?” he asked.
“A basket of ripe fruit,” I answered.
Then the LORD said to me, “The time is ripe for my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.
3“In that day,” declares the Sovereign LORD, “the songs in the temple will turn to wailing.£ Many, many bodies—flung everywhere! Silence!”
4    Hear this, you who trample the needy
    and do away with the poor of the land,
5saying,
    “When will the New Moon be over
    that we may sell grain,
    and the Sabbath be ended
    that we may market wheat?”—
    skimping the measure,
    boosting the price
    and cheating with dishonest scales,
6    buying the poor with silver
    and the needy for a pair of sandals,
    selling even the sweepings with the wheat.
7The LORD has sworn by the Pride of Jacob: “I will never forget anything they have done.
8    “Will not the land tremble for this,
    and all who live in it mourn?
    The whole land will rise like the Nile;
    it will be stirred up and then sink
    like the river of Egypt.
9“In that day,” declares the Sovereign LORD,
    “I will make the sun go down at noon
    and darken the earth in broad daylight.
10    I will turn your religious feasts into mourning
    and all your singing into weeping.
    I will make all of you wear sackcloth
    and shave your heads.
    I will make that time like mourning for an only son
    and the end of it like a bitter day.
11    “The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign LORD,
    “when I will send a famine through the land—
    not a famine of food or a thirst for water,
    but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD.
12    Men will stagger from sea to sea
    and wander from north to east,
    searching for the word of the LORD,
    but they will not find it.
NIV


                               Epistle – Colossians 1:15-28

15Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 19For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 20And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 21And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 22In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: 23If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; 24Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church: 25Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 26Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 28Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 29Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. KJV

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
21Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of£ your evil behavior. 22But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—23if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.
24Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 25I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness—26the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
28We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.
NIV
Hymn for Communion:  NBoP 517 See Israel’s gentle shepherd stand
BoP 339    

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Luke 10:38-42

38Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. 39And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word. 40But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. 41And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 42But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.
KJV

38As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”
41“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42but only one thing is needed.£ Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
NIV
Sermon:  Tell them to come and help!

A businessman ordered flowers to be sent to the opening of his friend’s new branch office. When the businessman got there, he was shocked to see the flowers with the inscription. “Rest In Peace.” He was so outraged that he stopped at the florist to complain.
“It could be worse,” the florist said, “Just think: Today someone was buried beneath a floral arrangement with the inscription. ‘Congratulations on Your New Location!’ ”

It can be a real mess when we get SO busy doing stuff, we forget what we are doing and why we are doing it. It is not just about doing the church-thing. Sunday morning, our week for church, got to go do the church-thing. Interesting though how the church thing ends up being optional on so many people’s list. When things get busy we start taking things off our list because unless one of you happens to be God, being in two places at once get s to be a real strain. There are times when we struggle to do church things, even this simple church-thing. 

When we read this ‘Martha, Martha’ passage, we get that don’t we? Where, Martha is so busy she is missing the point of why she is doing what she is doing. Henry David Thoreau  writes: “It is not enough to be busy; so are the ants. The question is: What are we busy about?”
When we lose track of what and why we are doing things we can mistake all kinds of important events in our lives.  


Just thinking from the image of the funeral flowers, here is another short illustration that shows us someone who is determined in what he is doing enough that the world around him curious and gets a very good answer for what might seems strange and unusual. 

Mr. Green peered over his fence and noticed that the neighbour’s little boy was in his backyard filling in a hole. Curious about what the youngster was up to, Mr. Green asked, “What are you doing, Jimmy?”

Tearfully, little Jimmy replied, “My goldfish died, and I’ve just buried him.”

“That’s an awfully large hole for a goldfish, isn’t it?” Mr. Green said.

Patting down the last bit of earth, little Joey replied, “That’s because he’s in your cat!”


I don’t have anything against cats, that was more a remark against cats that eat little boy’s goldfish, but the underlying message here is that people see effort. People remark on great effort. But so many people are busy; just plain busy - and SO busy they are missing the point. We are missing the point and opportunities of wonderful things going on all around them. Do we see the chance to draw close to Christ in what we do, whatever we do?


The apostle Paul calls the church to see Christ, through Christ’s humanity – not in spite of it – and into the wholeness of God as both Head of the Church and yet also fully God. It’s a good thing we have faith, because if we left our understanding of God to logic alone the world would know Christians by their headaches. 


This is not an easy concept to grasp, but it is an important understanding to try to believe. This is a helpful challenge of our own understanding – that the possibilities of grasping what it takes for a person to be is more than nature and nurture. That in God’s will there is destiny, there is legacy, there is infinity. That is what we all need to grow in understanding. 

There is a lot to try and understand, and I hope you will excuse the bit of tongue in cheek of the next illustration, that is a rather indulged version of Matthew 16”

Jesus asked, “Who do people say that I am?”
And his disciples answered and said, “Some say you are John the Baptist returned from the dead; others say Elijah, or one of the prophets.

And Jesus answered and said, “But who do you say that I am?”

Peter answered and said, “Thou art the Logos, existing in the Father as His rationality and then, by an act of His will, being generated, in consideration of the various functions by which God is related to his creation, but only on the fact that Scripture speaks of a Father, and a Son, and a Holy Spirit, each member of the Trinity being coequal with every other member, and each acting inseparably with and interpenetrating every other member, with only an economic subordination within God, but causing no division which would make the substance no longer simple.”

And Jesus answered and said, “What?”


I think some of our answers of what we believe come across – not just to the world – but to fellows Christians as busy – needlessly busy. I am not trying to diminish the importance of creed and confessions and catechisms, but if they neither draw us to the feet of Christ or help us encourage others to sit there with us, then it sounds like we are just busy. 


We can be busy with Bible programs and Studies, mission groups and community action groups, we can be active in Sunday Schools and children’s ministries, camping programs and youth programs and events, we can be busy attending funerals, memorial services, hymn sings, charity luncheons, event planning sessions. There is lots to be busy about, there is no shortage of work to be done. 

At the vestry meeting, the congregation’s wealthiest member decided to share a portion of his faith story.
“I’m a millionaire,” he said, “and I attribute it all to the rich blessings of God in my life. I can still remember the turning point in my faith, like it was yesterday:

I had just earned my first dollar and I went to a youth meeting that night. The speaker was a missionary who told about his work. I knew that I only had a dollar bill and had to either give it all to God’s work or nothing at all. So at that moment I decided to give my whole dollar to God. I believe that God blessed that decision, and that is why I am a rich man today.”

When he finished and sat down, the chair of the stewardship committee leaned over and said: “Wonderful story! I challenge you to do it again!”


We do need to call on each other. I think the one redeeming quality in Martha situation is that she makes the right appeal. When she looks up from all her business, and all that she feels that is important and sees something her sister sitting at Jesus feet, she does not turn against her sister; she speaks to Christ. “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”


And what does Jesus do but helps Martha see that Mary’s example was the help that Martha most needed. Martha had lost sight of why she was welcoming Jesus. She had lost sight of who Jesus was. She had become so caught up in being the hostess that she had forgotten about her guest. Some of my best pastor visit have happened when I don’t get offered coffee, tea, sweets, or even a glass of water. When we get right into talking about faith, live, love and God; that is the ‘better’ that Jesus calls Martha out of the haze of her bitter busy-ness to see.

One Sunday morning a mother was getting ready for church when she noticed her son wasn't up yet. She finally went in to wake him up. "Come on, get up...you'll miss church!" she said. 

"No, I don't want to go!" came the reply from her son as he buried his head under the pillow. 

"Yes, you have to get up for church!" the mother coaxed. 

"No, I am not going to church. And I'll give you two reasons. Number 1 Nobody likes me and Number 2 I don't like them." 

The mother put her hands on her hips and replied indignantly, "Well you ARE going to church and I'll give you two reasons why you are going: Number 1 You are 38 years old, and number 2 You are the pastor!"


I enjoy that my mother and father are visiting for the telling of that one.


But it goes to the point that minister and pastors too can get caught being busy. And we can be frustrated when we are busy and the rest of the world seems to be sitting idle in the midst of all the work that needs to be done. I might even say we are prone to it and I have found myself in Martha’s place saying, “Tell them to come and help!”


And then we have this moment, where I see you sit and listen, and one of the hardest principles for many pastors, many ministers to swallow, is that you are not here to listen to me prattle on and on in my busy ideas. You came to listen to Christ, and to hear is word. And so it is my prayer that you have heard his word today, and that you feel assured in your part, a better part, not to be caught up in what anyone says, save only that they speak the word of God. 

My Christ be praised in our listening to his word today and always, Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Tom M., Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Warren,  Marilyn, Pamela, Paul, Jamie, 
Announcements:  Baptism – There will be an afternoon prayer service celebrating the baptism of James Harry Sutherland, son of Rev Sandy and Mrs. Marly Sutherland, will be today at 2pm at the cottage of David and Shelley Cail [8 Wry’s Lane, off of the Thompson Road, Bass River] Everyone is welcome.

Today – St. Matthew’s Memorial service this afternoon 2pm in Clairville 

Treasurer – The position of Central Treasurer has been filled by Winnie Wilson. We are very thankful to Winnie for taking up this position and pray for her as she fulfills its duties.
Session We will hold our next meeting in August to prepare for the fall.  

Memorial Services – St. Mark’s Bass River August 14th  St. James’ Beersville August 21st, St Andrew’s Clairville August 28th,

Bible Study – Materials are available on our website or printed copies can be made of past Bible studies by Rev. Sutherland.

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue through the summer bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. 

Summer Calendar – Events pamphlets are printed an available by the church entrance. Please share these around the community.

Devotionals – our Today books for the summer are available, and Daily Bread devotionals can be arranged with Alf Fillmore. The Presbycan Daily Devotional is available each day online and can be emailed to you, with prayer partnerships and news from across the church; go to http://presbycan.ca    

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available.
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 481 Blest be the tie that binds

  

  
 BoP 318
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
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If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments Improving Her Life With Water In Vayiness Kawonga’s village in Malawi, sources of drinkable water were scarce. When the well closest to the village suddenly broke, the future seemed uncertain. Residents were forced to travel across large swaths of uncertain terrain to fetch water from an unprotected source. Vayiness had to forgo income-generating activities because of time spent hauling and collecting enough water to get by. Many people fell ill with waterborne disease. When a Presbyterian World Service & Development-supported project helped construct a new borehole her village, hope was restored. A nearby source of clean water meant Vayiness could improve her family’s health and have more time to harvest her fields, expand her livelihood and experience life in abundance. 
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