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PASTORCIZE - Check Out a sermon/workout

Video from the church library and burn away
those calories working out to Pastor’s aerobic
presentation of God's word.



The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson
Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 5 – Canada Day

July 1st  2012

Welcome & Announcements    

VBS – OverBoard!! – hosted at the Clairville Community Hall; July 2nd to the 6th; 9am to Noon, with a open house BBQ lunch on the 6th for all of us. We are looking for volunteer teachers, some kitchen help with snacks maker/bakers for the children. Please keep this ministry in your prayers. 
Memorial Service –July 8th St. Andrew’s Clairville; July 22nd St. Mark’s Bass River; August 24th, St. James Beersville {See pamphlet}
As we look forward to the memorial services we will be having over the summer there may be some ideas for special music, speakers, and social events that we can have to add to these special homecoming events.  If you have been brain-storming please share your ideas.

Bible Study & Choir: On hold for the summer and will start up in September

Bible School in Clairville – On hold for the summer, but will start up Wednesdays this coming fall.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Church Growth Workshops –We will try to continue these chats through the summer. Watch for announcements of BBQs!!

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Celebrating our Nation {O Canada (BoP 596)& God Save The Queen (BoP 597)}

This nation was born of many people who sought for new life, for freedom from persecution and from tyranny, it has been built by people who draw together in crises and in celebration. Today, in this service, we rejoice in the way this nation reflects the best in Christian values of fellowship and the sharing of peace and we recognize that we have much to continue to do, to share in our continued life in this nation, as we live as Canadians and we serve as Christians. 

Let us raise our voices together as we share our national Anthem, both verses that are printed in our bulletin, and also God save the Queen. Please stand with me.

Call to Worship  Give Thanks

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 328 Stand up and bless the Lord

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 130 [BoP 663] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 515 Will your anchor hold
Scripture Readings: 


            OT – 2 Samuel 1:17-27

17David took up this lament concerning Saul and his son Jonathan, 18and ordered that the men of Judah be taught this lament of the bow (it is written in the Book of Jashar):
19    “Your glory, O Israel, lies slain on your heights. How the mighty have fallen!

20    “Tell it not in Gath, proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon, lest the daughters of the Philistines be glad, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised rejoice.

21    “O mountains of Gilboa, may you have neither dew nor rain, nor fields that yield offerings of grain.

    For there the shield of the mighty was defiled, the shield of Saul—no longer rubbed with oil.

22    From the blood of the slain, from the flesh of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan did not turn back, the sword of Saul did not return unsatisfied.

23    “Saul and Jonathan—in life they were loved and gracious, and in death they were not parted.

    They were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions.

24    “O daughters of Israel, weep for Saul, who clothed you in scarlet and finery, who adorned your garments with ornaments of gold.

25    “How the mighty have fallen in battle! Jonathan lies slain on your heights.

26    I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; you were very dear to me. Your love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that of women.

27    “How the mighty have fallen! The weapons of war have perished!”


       Epistle – 2 Corinthians 8:7-15

 7But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.
8I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
10And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.

13Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, 15as it is written: “He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little.”

Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 366 Pour out Thy Spirit
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 5:21-43

21When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake. 22Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet 23and pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” 24So Jesus went with him.
A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 27When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 29Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.

30At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”

31“You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’”

32But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”

35While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher any more?”

36Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”

37He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 38When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” 40But they laughed at him.

After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41He took her by the hand and said to her, “TalithaTalitha koumkoum!” (which means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 42Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 43He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat.
Sermon: Rich & Poor

Today we celebrate Canada day. Today we recognize not simply land, or industry, or sports, or culture, or even religion, today we recognize people. 

For what we learn in Christ is that he did not come to save a land – as the Jewish leaders misunderstood – and he did not come to serve but one culture – as the Romans feared - . Neither did he come to save one religious or ethnic body. Jesus came for all.

We live today in a nation where people of another religious and ethnic culture once lived. Our forebearers in faith sent missionaries to this land and supported them with the best intentions. Some missionaries were successful in their work for God, though culturally at angst, they found roads to bring Christ to a people who had never heard of any of the places in the bible, nor did they feel especially connected to its imagery. Those missionaries woke the people to see the truth of their salvation, and to see how God was revealing himself in their midst and through their experience. That is missionary work at its most basic level and something we are meant still to be engaged in.

Still, we are living in a world that is becoming less and less about national identities, and more and more about individual distinctions. We need to ask ourselves, in our land of such great freedom, what we are doing in realizing our individual and yet our collective greatness. I have spoken in the past about the limited measure that wealth is, and as we are drawn into the text we discover that Christ does not make a huge bridge between his care for the rich and poor. Christ welcomes them in a fellowship where both are cared for and recognized.


We do not have too many classes in our society were a person is ‘untouchable’. True, and employer might find someone ‘untouchable’ if they have a criminal record. As well, psychiatric ailments have often carried frustrating stigmas. And in both cases this causes people in the greatest need for fellowship to be isolated and ostracized. ‘Untouchablity’ is an awful practice, and it shows an arrogant pride has found its own place in our modern enlightened society; reminding us that there is work left to be done in building up this nation. Yet those who are developing much of our immigrant policy seem to be looking for new designations of those who cannot come into our nation. In immigration policy there is really a distinguishing between rich and poor. Oh, it might be called things like, ‘distinguishing earning potential’, or ‘discerning ability to contribute’, but what it is more basically is a valuing of human lives based on the very slippery and superficial scale of money.


And we stand by these government policies, in the very least through our silence, but no less then when we make and keep friendships based on what we can get out of people. Is that the kind of fellowship that we are meant to have? It the example in friendship, fellowship and mission that Christ called on us to have?


Why, no! and by no means. The greatness of this nation has never been in what it has been able to accumulate in wealth, but its true greatness is in the wealth of people that have drawn together on this land and in this society despite differences of culture, ethnicity, creed and faith. In its roots, before the financial heads of Europe came to discover these shores poor fishermen fished off these shores, and dried their catches along these coastlines. 


This was the place to send the poor masses when the rich no longer would put up with them in the ‘old countries’. Our nation, like our neighbour to the south, we promoted as the ‘land of opportunity’, but we have been mistaking the opportunity if we feel it the opportunity to make money, or to become wealthy, or to set ourselves over other people.


I feel most Canadian when I come into a room and can say ‘everyone is my friend here’, or better yet ‘everyone here is my brother or my sister’. I have joy in my Canadian identity when I see badges of this nation’s flag on soldiers arms; soldiers who might carry guns, but spend most of their time building schools, roads and homes for people they have never known and might never see. I rejoice in being born and raised in this nation, and I celebrate this national holiday, because so much of what is great about this nation is that it is built on the best of Christian values. 


Christ values the little daughter of the synagogue leader. Yes, she was the daughter of an aristocrat in Jewish society, but as Jesus moves through the crowd reaches out to touch Jesus, just to touch a thread of his clothes. Both of the women, older and younger, richer and poorer, need the help of Jesus. Both, in Jewish society, are ritually impure and would be by many feared. But Jesus does not limit the sharing of the richness of his love to one or the other. Jesus heals all.


When we go out from this place, we go out refreshed from worship having drawn close to the wellspring of life that is Christ. When we go out, we leave this place and time with a new message written on our hearts, set in our minds. I am pleased and honoured when you say that something I said in the sermon or the children story touched you, and meant something to you.

Yet if you want these words that I am saying to have their truest meaning, they have to be shared, and passed on, and lived out. The bible is not in our lives just to be read, but through what it teaches the words of scripture must be lived, and shared, and offered as healing. 


Is there someone, that you know, who you would never, ever, want to come to church. At times three have been bring a friend, or bring a family member to church Sundays. Yet that ‘untouchable’ person in your life has a need for Christ as well. Consider for a moment that the you see them, and you encounter their problems, and you are troubled by what they do to themselves and the people around them is not because God is telling you to steer clear, but because those people need to be welcomed. You can see the healing they need, and maybe you can give it to them.


Rich & poor, we measure them in many ways, but if we must measure rich and poor let look to our richness in Christ’s love and bring healing to those who are poor in Christ, that we who are rich in Christ might serve in mercy and grace.


In looking to Christ as our example, and we seek to grow this church and build this nation, hear what the Apostle Paul says: 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”


Empty yourself in the service of Christ and be made whole in the grace you can share because of what Christ is doing in you. For you cannot be emptied faster than Christ Jesus can heal and restore you. For he came to heal, to set us free. Christ be praised. Amen 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 362 Lord of all power

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
Holy Spirit, on us fall, 

As we go fulfill our call, 

Serving God by loving all, 

Alleluia! Christ our Saviour.

Holy Spirit, with us stay,

Teach us what we ought to say,

Guard and keep us in the Way.

As we follow, Christ our Saviour.

We are called together, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We area fellowship of the faithful; sharing faith. If you are visiting or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you’ to celebrate your gifts and joys as you grow your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)
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11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment: TAIWAN – Sharing mission stories  Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Louise Gamble as she works at Tam Kang High School in Taiwan. Besides teaching English, Louise has been busy transcribing, checking and proofreading the original documents of the North Taiwan Mission (1968-1923). The documents will be published in two sections. The first, which is set for publication in June 2012, focuses on the life of George Leslie MacKay, a Canadian missionary, from 1868-1923. The second, which focuses on the establishment of the church in Taiwan, will be published in 2013. Pray for Louise as she continues this important ministry. 

