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The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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July 20th 2014 – Pentecost 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Call to Worship  A&D 3 As the deer pants for the water
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 441 Can a little child like me

     

  BoP 566

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 86 selections [Pew Bible] 

1    Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me: for I am poor and needy.
2    Preserve my soul; for I am holy: O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee.
3    Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I cry unto thee daily.
4    Rejoice the soul of thy servant: for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.
5    For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee.
6    Give ear, O LORD, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my supplications.
7    In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee: for thou wilt answer me.
8    Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there any works like unto thy works.
9    All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name.
10    For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou art God alone.
11    Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name.
12    I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify thy name for evermore.
13    For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell.
14    O God, the proud are risen against me, and the assemblies of violent men have sought after my soul; and have not set thee before them.
15    But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.
16    O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; give thy strength unto thy servant, and save the son of thine handmaid.
17    Show me a token for good; that they which hate me may see it, and be ashamed: because thou, LORD, hast holpen me, and comforted me.
KJV

P______

1    Hear, O LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and needy.
2    Guard my life, for I am devoted to you. You are my God; save your servant who trusts in you.
3    Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I call to you all day long.
4    Bring joy to your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
5    You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all who call to you.
6    Hear my prayer, O LORD; listen to my cry for mercy.
7    In the day of my trouble I will call to you, for you will answer me.
8    Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord; no deeds can compare with yours.
9    All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will bring glory to your name.
10    For you are great and do marvellous deeds; you alone are God.
11    Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name.
12    I will praise you, O Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your name forever.
13    For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the depths of the grave. 

14    The arrogant are attacking me, O God; a band of ruthless men seeks my life— men without regard for you.
15    But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.
16    Turn to me and have mercy on me; grant your strength to your servant and save the son of your maidservant. 

17    Give me a sign of your goodness, that my enemies may see it and be put to shame,
    for you, O LORD, have helped me and comforted me.
NIV

Children’s story – Run Away

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 377 Come, children join to sing

     

        BoP 251

Scripture Readings: OT – Genesis 28:10-19 

10And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. 11And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 12And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 13And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 14And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.
16And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. 17And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 18And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 19And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first. 
KJV

P___

10Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 11When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. 12He had a dream in which he saw a stairwayu esting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13There above it stood the LORD, and he said: “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
16When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” 17He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”
18Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. 19He called that place Bethel,£ though the city used to be called Luz.
 NIV
   Epistle – Romans 8:12-25

 12Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 13For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 14For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
17And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 18For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 20For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 21Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 23And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 24For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 25But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.
KJV

P___

12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.£ And by him we cry, “Abba,£ Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that£ the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 517 See Israel’s gentle Shepherd stand
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Scripture Readings: 

       

Gospel – Matthew 13:24-43

24Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: 25But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 26But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 

27So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?

 28He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. 

The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? 

29But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.”

 31Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 32Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.” 

33Another parable spake he unto them; “The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.”

 34All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: 35That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. 

36Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 37He answered and said unto them, “He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; 38The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 39The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. 40As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 

41The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 42And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
KJV

24Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.
27“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’
28“‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
29“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”
31He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.”
33He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount£ of flour until it worked all through the dough.”
34Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable. 35So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet:
    “I will open my mouth in parables,
    I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.”£
36Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”
37He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
40“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.
NIV
Sermon: Of nights and visions 

When it came around to graduation from high school I had a few friends who, instead of taking up the summer job that year, saving up for college or simply vegging out for the summer and doing nothing, packed a good hiking back pack, boarded a plane for Europe, and with whatever money they were able to use off they went for a month, or two or even an entire season. 


They treated it as a journey of discovery, what I would learn to call a pilgrimage; though nobody was calling these trips that. One of them ended up spending the next seven years abroad; working and studying and –as he said – finding himself.


So when we look at the kind of journey that Jacob was taking, even though his motivation was to get away from the anger and vengeance of his brother Esau, the journey that he was taking was one of self –discovery.


Jacob and Esau would have grown up with the stories of their father, and of their grandfather Isaac and Abraham. The adventures may have inspired Esau – the huntsman and adventurer. The stories of visions and insights, must have sparked the interest of the philosopher/scholar Jacob. The hunger for the experience of their ancestors would have been in Jacob’s mind as he made his flight to the land of his ancestors seeking sanctuary. And God offered Jacob the vision by the region of Luz; a name that can be translated as place of almonds and was likely a region known for almond groves. Jacob likely stopped thee and gleaned what free food he could get as a fugitive with limited resources. Luz was - for Jacob - a time and a place of desperation, but it became the place of inspiration, it became for him a place he would call the house of God, Bethel.


We can search the whole world for the inspiration we need. We can work for years without feeling fulfilled. It takes only a moment, resting and trusting God, to open our eyes to what God sees, to see what God wants us to see, to discover the world that is right there in front of us, that is all around us.


Though the idea of the ‘dark night of the soul’ goes back to the very night that Jesus was betrayed, even perhaps to this night of Jacob’s vision. But in the 16th century a Spanish monk and mystic called John of the Cross wrote a poem title ‘La noche oscura del alma’, translated literally: “The Dark Night of the Soul”. It describes that moment of personal darkness - not pecifically at night, but perhaps it is more often true that we think about the state of our soul as we seek physical rest at the end of a day  or the end of a life –  but in that moment we observe the distance between ourselves and God’s kingdom, between our lives and the life God calls us to live.


It is a moment of reflection, perhaps recognition, even resignation, but it most certainly a time where we experience the distance between ourselves and our God. And int hat moment we feel so dark, and so alone. And John of the Cross describes first the desire to somehow bridge the distance between ourselves and God, and he also – like Jacob saw the way between us and God as a ladder, as a staircase to some higher brighter place, up and out of the mysery of the moments of our life. 


The night always comes. It is the winter season of the day. The dark night of our soul comes, and we are forced to pause and rest. To lay down, because we cannot, it is not safe to go any further. And there we wait on the Lord.


What is that dark feeling that overshadows your life. Do you have the feeling that the world around you is becoming filled with evil, and immorality, that our society is losing its integrety and our children the faith and empathy that has been handed down to them? Do you feel like the grain caught among the tares, the weeds, described in the parable in our gospel reading today? 


We can feel overwhelmed by the darkness around us, but it is in the monent when we feel furthest from God, that God comes close to us, and we are offered our own version of Jacob’s vision; to help us see the next step, the next purpose and way that we should go. Becuase it is never meant to end in the dark night, instead the dark night helps us see they way to the light of God’s love. You may feel isolated and alone in your faithfulnees to God, and you may feel even foolish for believing in God when everyone else around you would rather beleive in money, toys and status symbols. 


Jesus says that’s okay; that it is okay that you feel the difference, because someone needs to be the yeast in the dough, someone needs to have the vision of the way to the kingdom of heaven. You believe, your friends and your family need you to believe because God is going to use you to inspire the faith of others. Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough.” If these other people in our lives do not bear the fruit that God has intended they will be gathered up to be set aside for the furnace – that is scripture’s promise, those are Christ’s words – there are sheep and goats, there is grain and weeds. 


Everyone has a dark night, and we face our crisis in faith. In it we decide to draw closer to God, or to pull away. Whatever our choice it is never God who lets us go, it is us who turn our backs on him. And so Jacob arose from the dream of heaven and sought to find a way to draw closer to God. Though he was journeying away from home, he had finally started on the road that would take him home again.

  I pray that you also, on your journey, or pehaps at your home and rest are drawing closer to God. We are called together in this place and in this fellowship to help each other do that. To lift each other up, encouraging and strengthing each other; as we share our dreams and our visions of heaven, till at last we climb up from our darknest nights into the fullest and fulfillment of all our days. 


In Christ our Lord, may God be praised. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:

Memorial Services Looking at dates for Memorial services; all are confirmed, Aug. 17 for St. Mark’s & Aug 24th for St. James’, August 31st for St. Andrew’s

A musical Summer evening – Zion west Branch will be hosting a evening hymn sing on Sunday July 27th at 7pm, an ice cream social will follow. 

Church & yard Clean up – Thank you everyone who came out to help with this year’s church cleanups. Work-crews for special projects TBA

Steeple at St. Mark’s in Bass River It was agreed at a meeting following service last week that a simple roof will replace the current steeple until the problem of roof leaks is solved. Some fund raising may be required for this
Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

VBS – Thank you everyone who supported last week’s Vacation Bible School. Over twenty children participated this year. Special thanks to our cookie makers.

Birthday Party - The family of Merrillyn Murphy would like to extend an invitation to her 65th birthday party to be held Saturday August 9th beginning at 7pm at the Rexton Lions Hall. Live music, prizes and great food. All are Welcome!

Happy first birthday to Jack [July 12th}, Gage {July 19th}, and not Happy not first birthday to Charlie Dunn & Jim Cail. God Bless you all.

Hymn Sing – We are invited! Tonight at St. George’s Anglican in Moncton, 7pm. A fellowship time will follow, Hope you can make it. 

Bible Study The Bible study has finished up for the summer, but the materials are available from the church website. www.pccweb.ca/brpc.

Bible School –Bible School has paused till September. Thanks Tanya & Tracy
Community Food Bank – Think about what you will be planting in your garden. Can you plant extra carrots? Potatoes? Let’s all help with what we have.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 485 Saviour like a shepherd lead us
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Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On us fall
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings: Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105: Rom. 8:26-39; Matt. 13:31-52

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Marilyn, Ruby, Susie, John Allison & family, 
[image: image2.jpg]


Mission Moments  Families in the Philippines have hope to live again Nene Guiuan’s family in Marabut in Samar province, Philippines - hit by Typhoon Haiyan. She remembers little of the actual typhoon; leaving her house, in disbelief after it had passed. Families lost every possession they owned: Homes, food, clothing and livelihoods. For three days her family ate waterlogged rice. Rationed out; they didn’t know how long it would have to last. Fear was replaced with hope once relief packages started to arrive. PWS&D supports the ACT Alliance to distribute food and non-food items in the aftermath of the typhoon. “I had hope to live again,” says Nene, thankful to all who gave relief  “Thank you. Super thank you!”
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