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A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch
Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 10

July 22nd 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study: Will be starting up again in September. 

Church Growth Workshops –We will try to continue these chats through 

the summer. Watch for announcements of BBQs!!

Summer Memorial Services –TODAY!! July 22nd St. Mark’s Bass River; August 24th, St. James Beersville {See pamphlet}
As we look forward to the memorial services we will be having over the summer there may be some ideas for special music, speakers, and social events that we can have to add to these special homecoming events.  If you have been brain-storming please share your ideas.
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THE CAMPGROUND SACRIFICE

The roasting of s'mores and hotdogs is a
pleasing aroma to the Lord.




Musical Evening At Zion Presbyterian Church; West Branch; 
Sunday July 22nd 2012 7pm 

Featuring Celebrated local talent & Up and coming local stars

There will be a free will offering Proceeds to aid the church and its work

Ice Cream Social to follow
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Call to Worship  {overhead} I love you Lord
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 643 Lift high the cross

  {overhead} 
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 126 [selection; BoP 662] 

1    When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream.
2    Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them.
3    The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.
4    Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south.
5    They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
6    He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
 KJV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 347 There were ninety and nine

      BoP 393

Scripture Readings:


            OT – 2 Samuel 7:1-17

1And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and the LORD had given him rest round about from all his enemies; 2That the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. 3And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart; for the LORD is with thee.
4And it came to pass that night, that the word of the LORD came unto Nathan, saying, 5Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou build me an house for me to dwell in? 6Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the time that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. 7In all the places wherein I have walked with all the children of Israel spake I a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye not me an house of cedar? 8Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel: 9And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth. 10Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them any more, as beforetime, 11And as since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an house. 12And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 14I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: 15But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. 16And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. 17According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.
KJV

1After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”
3Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.”
4That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:
5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’
8“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. 9I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. 10And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.
“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 12When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. 15But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’”
17Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.
NIV


       Epistle – Ephesians 2:11-22

11Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.
14For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 19Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
KJV

11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (that done in the body by the hands of men)—12remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.
14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 510 Deep in the shadows of the past
  {overhead} 

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 6:30-34

30And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him all things, both what they had done, and what they had taught. 31And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat. 32And they departed into a desert place by ship privately. 33And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him. 34And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things. 

KJV

30The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 31Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”
32So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.
NIV

Sermon: A house for God

For some of you it was your own parents and grandparents who built this place of worship. For many of you it was your own efforts that have seen to its upkeep and renovation to serve the needs and use of this place year after year. In the intimacy of the country church we have a close personal connection to our church buildings. This is not the corporate office of our local faith group, this is the fellowship place of our family of faith. This is where we gather for our most sacred of traditions and the place where we come for advice on tough personal decisions, and the place where we recognize turning points in our lives, where we face grief, embrace joy, begin a journey and where we come to feel at home at last.


A church is not a container for God.


At first glance, that seems to be the tone of today’s reading from the book of 2nd Samuel. This is the onset of King David’s rule; the time when he set the standards of what would mark his legacy as king. He had already moved the central symbolic relic for the nation he wished to form, from a place of relative isolation and obscurity to his own place of rule and leadership. Yet with a certain reverence David thinks to make a place of at least equal measure to his own palace for that relic to be kept. But carefully listen to David’s expression here :

  ““Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”


There are two points here. King David wants to build a monument, a permanent monument, and David uses his own house as a comparison for that monument.

When we think about this place we use terms like ‘my church’, or ‘our church’. Do we really focus on this being God’s church, for God’s purposes; as a place where God meets us in the midst of our shared life of worship in faith? This coming fall, along with a growth and development workshop, I will be engaging some of our church groups and committees to really define the use and purpose of these facilities as we listen for God’s call to use these things to God’s glory, and not our own.


Whether it is a memorial window, or replacing a light bulb, or the sometimes extensive upkeep these houses for worship require, we need to be asking if these places draw us still closer to God; being truly a place for God people to gather to be with their Lord, or if what we have here is a monument to where we are and where we think God should be.

It’s a matter of our expectations. Do we build with the intent of defining our faith and the faith we think we should have, our are we compelled by faith to create a centre for worship? And in that light, perhaps we should be seeking to make this place, and ourselves as an institution of people, more intentional in our use of this Church, to reflect God’s glory, to be connected to God, and drawn close to God.

God was content to house the ark of the covenant in a tent while the king rested in his cedar house. It freed a lot of resources, it showed that God could be where God needed to be, it did not display the kings greatness, but by keeping the tent, God’s love and openness was displayed.


So whether its in picking hymns, or deciding on as bible verse to read, or even in our daily labours and serving God in all of our lives, we are called to remember that it is for God’s glory that we have these things, that we do these things. The bible is meant to unify us, but we can become fragmented over how it is read. Hymns and prayers are meant to draw us into harmony of spirit as well as voice, but so often we sound discord or offer silence if the songs sung make us pause, reflect, or change our expectations in worship. And whose labours glorify God more, the most in our daily lives as Christians? Can we accept the calling to be who God made us and not presume to dictate terms to our God and maker about who we are and how we intend to be?

From the example of King David we turn our attention to the apostle Paul’s words; for when he speaks about the building up of the church he offers this description: 

“you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” 

We are meant to be brought together to be the symbol of Christ’s love in this community, not our church or our steeple. We together are made to be the house for God, were God is not contained but where we hold onto God, we grasp for God and where we yearn for God’s presence with us.

We come together, day by day and week by week because we desire God to be with us, and to feel the unity we have through God’s love, which is far more than we can have by ourselves and in our own families – great or small.

God in Christ has torn down the ‘walls of hostility’ to use Paul’s words, and has called on us to replace those walls with open doors of mutual hospitality. That means welcoming, but even more it means going our and welcoming; it means forgiving, especially when it seems impossible to forgive; it means that we recognize that there is no place that Christ has left off in our lives and abandoned us to look after things by ourselves, but has placed us in fellowship with those who will care fur us, and will pray for us when all else seems to fail.

The house for God, the house most welcoming is our hearts humbled to hear how we might serve God in love, in humility and in grace. Let’s be that house now, even now as we pray . . . 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 574 With the Lord as my guide

  


{overhead}
Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Next Week’s Services: 
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9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Mission Moments CANADA: Meeting students where they Are At 

With no common area for students to gather in a welcoming, safe and supportive environment, the University of New Brunswick’s Campus Ministry in Fredericton makes itself present to students in other ways. The ministry’s chaplain, The Rev. Kevin Burke, explains that most non-Christian students tend to have an aversion to any sort of organized religion and are unlikely to seek out the services of a clergy person. Kevin finds creative ways to connect with students “where they are at”, which includes the university’s pub! Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support UNB’s campus ministry and other chaplaincies across Canada. Let us pray for their unique ministries. 
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