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July 24th 2016 – Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome)

Call to Worship  A&D 12 Be glorified

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP (insert) 528 Jesus calls us here to meet Him   Graham Maude & John Bell


Jesus calls us here to meet him
as, through word and song and prayer,
we affirm God's promised presence
where his people live and care.
Praise the God who keeps his promise;
praise the Son who calls us friends;
praise the Spirit who, among us,
to our hopes and fears attends.


Jesus calls us to confess him
Word of Life and Lord of all,
sharer of our flesh and frailness
saving all who fail or fall.
Tell his holy human story;
tell his tales that all may hear;
tell the world that Christ in glory
came to earth to meet us here.


Jesus calls us to each other:
vastly different though we are;
race and colour, class and gender
neither limit nor debar.
Join the hand of friend and stranger;
join the hand of age and youth;
join the faithful and the doubter
in their common search for truth.


Responsive Reading  - Psalm 85[Pew Bible] 
1    You showed favour to your land, O LORD; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2    You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins.
Selah
3    You set aside all your wrath and turned from your fierce anger.
4    Restore us again, O God our Saviour, and put away your displeasure toward us.
5    Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger through all generations?
6    Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?
7    Show us your unfailing love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation.
8    I will listen to what God the LORD will say; he promises peace to his people, his saints — but let them not return to folly.
9    Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.
10    Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.
11    Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven.
12    The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest.
13    Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 393 There were ninety & nine
Scripture Readings: OT – Hosea 1:2-10

2When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, “Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD.” 3So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.

4Then the LORD said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 5In that day I will break Israel’s bow in the Valley of Jezreel.”
6Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the LORD said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah,£ for I will no longer show love to the house of Israel, that I should at all forgive them. 7Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; and I will save them—not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but by the LORD their God.”
8After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. 9Then the LORD said, “Call him Lo-Ammi,£ for you are not my people, and I am not your God.
10“Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’

                              Epistle – Colossians 2:6-15

6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.
9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 11In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature,£ not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature,£ God made you£ alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 110 I am thine O Lord  

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 11:1-13


1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
2He said to them, “When you pray, say:
    “‘Father,
    hallowed be your name,
    your kingdom come.
3    Give us each day our daily bread.
4    Forgive us our sins,
    for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.£
    And lead us not into temptation.’”
5Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.’
7“Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man’s boldness£ he will get up and give him as much as he needs.
9“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
11“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Sermon: Family snapshots

Summer is a great time to get together with the larger family, and we see many family reunions and special family events through the summer months. Usually - at some point in the gathering – someone gets out a camera and the snapshots begin. You can pretty well expect it, and the photo sessions can take on a formal aire. Posed in family groups, or into an attempt at one great group shot, whether it’s an expensive profession looking camera or just someone’s cell phone, snapshots are taken and these day those shots get published pretty quick.


I am not asking us to gather for a group photo today. Though if want I do have my camera with me. No today, I want us to pose for our spiritual family snapshot, because that is something that two of the texts, at least, point to today.


In the ancient world there were no photographers, but their were graphers – that is there were sketch artists, more often their were sculptors who would carve anything from a family portrait to your family idols if you swung that way.  


I wonder now, in the advent of the 3D printer if we will be transferring out digital photographs into 3D images of ourselves and have home sculptures of our families. Anyone want a patent, you figure out how to do that.


In our gospel reading Jesus takes a lesson on prayer and weaves into it lessons on being loving neighbours, on showing hospitality, on the difference between selfishness and the selflessness of courage & determination, and most certainly Jesus speaks on parenting. 


Jesus offers the family snapshot of the Holy Family first of all, and that is not simply the Holy Trinity, nor is it Mary Joseph and the baby Jesus, But God as Father and the people of God, that is the Church that is in Christ, in the Holy Spirit. In prayer we come to God for – as we remember so well in The Lord’s Prayer – our daily bread [an echo to the gift of manna that God gives to His people in the wilderness]. Yet the Lord’s Prayer has so much more, asking for forgiveness and inspiration to be forgiving, and to have protection from evil.


And this is context to our sometimes selfish parenting. Where we use our condition as parents as an excuse not to be hospitable to others. How often do we use family concerns to separate ourselves from the life of the church, rather than ask for the participation of the church in our families, rather than be willing to open our doors to others in need at the risk of taking from our own to serve the larger community. We know better, yet we do this. Jesus does not criticize harshly, but points out the mistakes in such a logic. We do not need to intimidated by the fearfulness of God, but to trust in God.


Finally, our Gospel reading, calls on the examination of our parenting. But it is not just parenting our own children that Jesus is getting at. Jesus illustrates from parenting to show his disciples and the church, that we already understand what we are asking him to explain.


Now that is an authentic moment with God, when we ask God a question and then we realize we have always known the answer. It takes a little reflection time with God to really get some of this stuff out. 

That’s one of the treasures of snapshots – we can come back and closely examine what’s going on, who is in the scene, maybe what the style is. Maybe treasure was a bit of a hyperbole, I mean not everyone treasures high school snapshots; between hairstyles, having hair and whether we had reached our current fashion sense.

But we can pause and look at them and reflect on where things were, and where we are now.

The prophet Hosea and his family were meant to more than an example to the people of his time. But they are for us a snapshot of how badly things can go in God’s family. Theirs is like the portrait pictures where no one smiles, or look at the camera. You can feel the coldness in the family, and sense the strain.

Is there a strain in God’s family now? For you, in your own family, does the snapshot include God and have a place for Him as a part of your family, or is their a strained silence when it comes to all things spiritual? 

 
It is not that there is not love, I am not suggesting that, but today we ask ourselves ‘are we embracing our relationship with God for all it can be?’. And I struggle with shouting what should be a resounding yes. 


I think once we look at the brokenness of our society, and the fragmentation and the divisiveness in our communities - even the divisive spirit in many of our homes – if God is using the world as an illustration for us [even if God is using our own families] there is cause for concern. Are Christians so arrogant today, so self assured, that they cannot admit the brokenness between God and ourselves resembles the brokenness and the lack of shared faith, a lack of shared hope, a lack of love in our lives as Christians.


It is not that God does not love us; no! Even in Hosea’s words God still loves his people, but as with them God “will no longer show love”. That’s a hard pill to swallow. God still loves us, but the signs of that love become more remote as we follow the path of ancient Israel into the wilderness of division. 


How far removed from God’s love are we now? Has anyone cared to ask? How far have we strayed from God’s Holy word? 


But the one who taught us to pray, is also our way back to a real and loving relationship with God. There is no other way but Jesus. In him we have the forgiveness of sins, in the Holy Spirit we have renewed unity with God and with one another. 


Where we go from here? God has given you the choice, and all the opportunities to do and be what is right – even at such incredible cost – that Christ we might be healed and restored and welcomed home into God’s glorious kingdom, by God’s power and for God’s glory. Amen 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Tom M., Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Warren, Pamela, Paul, George, Carl
Announcements: Memorial Services – St. Mark’s Bass River August 14th  St. James’ Beersville August 21st, St Andrew’s Clairville August 28th, we need readers and musical talent for each of the services. Please speak to Rev. Sutherland if you have ideas or would like to volunteer.
Guest Preacher – Next week we will welcoming Mr. Nick Stam to our pulpit. Rev Sutherland and the family are in Montreal attending a wedding  

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. 

Summer Calendar – Events pamphlets are printed and available by the church entrance. Please share these around the community.
 Session - We will hold our next meeting on August 10th, 7pm at St. James in Beersville, to prepare for the fall programs, events and activities.  

Devotionals – our Today books for the summer are available, and Daily Bread devotionals can be arranged with Alf Fillmore. The Presbycan Daily Devotional is available each day online and can be emailed to you, with prayer partnerships and news from across the church; go to http://presbycan.ca    Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 173 And can it be that I should gain 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments:  There is power in prayer Knox, Campbellton and St. Luke’s, Bathurst are part of a regional ministry in northeast New Brunswick. There is a strong determination within each congregation to maintain a Presbyterian witness in the region while moving forward to become more relevant to their communities. Although both congregations face challenges, support from Presbyterians Sharing has enabled ministry programs to experience 
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revival, including a growing youth group, Vacation Bible School, and a Sunday radio broadcast. The Rev. Glen Sampson shares, “Working together in service for others has strengthened our faith as we support each other and the wider community. There is great power in prayers. Limited finances and energy can still be used to accomplish much. We thank God for all who have encouraged us in our journey of faith.”
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