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Service of Worship

July 26th 2015 – Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 12 Be glorified
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 550 Morning has broken
Responsive Reading: Psalm 145

1    I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever.

2    Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever.

3    Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom.

4    One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts.

5    They will speak of the glorious splendour of your majesty, and I will meditate on your wonderful works.

6    They will tell of the power of your awesome works, and I will proclaim your great deeds.

7    They will celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

8    The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.

9    The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.

10    All you have made will praise you, O LORD; your saints will extol you.

11    They will tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might,

12    so that all men may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.

13    Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations.

    The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made.

14    The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.

15    The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.

16    You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.

17    The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made.

18    The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

19    He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.

20    The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.

21    My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.

Children’s Reflection – 
Make a joyful noise – What are some sounds you like to hear? A cat lapping water or purring, birds chirping in the morning, the sound of leaves gently rustling in a breeze. How often do you listen for these sounds?

Psalm 98
Quiet sounds or loud sounds, what makes a sound, especially a sound we might call noise, how do we make it joyful?

Children’s Hymn: BoP 393 Jesus loves me this I know
Scripture: OT – 2 Samuel 11:1-15

1In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.
2One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then£ she went back home. 5The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”
6So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David. 7When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and did not go down to his house.
10When David was told, “Uriah did not go home,” he asked him, “Haven’t you just come from a distance? Why didn’t you go home?”
11Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my master Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open fields. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and lie with my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!”
12Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13At David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not go home.
14In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15In it he wrote, “Put Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.”

            Epistle – Ephesians 3:14-21

14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 

16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Hymn:  songs 110 I am Thine O Lord
Scripture: Gospel – John 6:1-21

1Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. 3Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4The Jewish Passover Feast was near.
5When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.
7Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”
8Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”
10Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. 11Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.
12When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.
14After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.
16When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 21Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.
Sermon: Excellent Grace
There is a story of a judge who in the course of his duties came to a case involving his adopted son, who had gone out on his own but had done terrible things. His estranged son had done much damage, that the fine for repairs and the fine for the crime were enough to leave his son and his son’s family in debt for the rest of their lives.


The judge was impartial, and true to the law he promised to uphold, and judged his son guilty.


Then – making a few phone calls – he cut a cheque to the court clerk for everything he had. So his son went free.

Who pays when we cannot afford to pay ourselves? 

The world around us seems to run on value borrowed from some hidden tomorrow. Who pays for that? Will our children or grandchildren be paying for the roads we are driving on today? Or for the way things are being run?

What pays for it all?


Grace is all the difference between what you have earned and what you get.


He had everything going for him. The fancy palace, the popularity, the winner army, the successful crops, riches, and a full household; David had everything, but he did not have Uriah’s wife. He had been chosen above all his older brothers and noted by God’s prophet as more than special, but anointed to be the future king. He survived an impossible battle with Goliath, the Philistine giant. He survived the jealous disfavour of King Saul. David was a living sign of God’s grace and love. But he did not have Uriah’s wife.


What have you earned? Have you earned the grace and reward of a king? Have you earned your place in the world, in society, in our community? In some ways I am sure you have. I am not disputing that among the people that are gathered here, there are a number that have earned a place of respect and honour in our community. What about the honour and privilege we haven’t earned, but yet we still have? What do we do with grace?


Grace is God throwing a wrench into a simple attitude about right and wrong, punishment and reward. Grace is the stain remover when it comes to sin. “For Grace is given”, says Augustine of Hippo, the ancient theologian, saint and priest of the church, “not because we have done good works, but in order that we may be able to do them.”

A man dies and goes to heaven. 
St. Peter meets him at the Pearly Gates and says, "Here's how it works.
You need 100 points to make it into heaven. 
You tell me all the good things you've done, and I give you a certain number of points for each item, depending on how good it was.
When you reach 100 points, you get in." 
"Okay," the man says, "I was married to the same woman for 50 years and never cheated on her, and loved her deep in my heart." 

"That's wonderful," says St. Peter, "that's worth two points!" 

"Only two points?" the man says. "Well, I attended church all my life and supported its ministry with my tithes and service." 

"Terrific!" says St. Peter. "That's certainly worth a point." 

"One point!?!! I started a soup kitchen in my city and also worked in a shelter for homeless veterans." 

"Fantastic, that's good for two more points," St. Peter says. 

"Two points!?!!" Exasperated, the man cries, "At this rate, the only way I'll get into heaven is by the grace of God." 

'Congratulations! 100 points ! Come on in!'


Grace is that answer to prayers that are spoken in the desperate hours of the dark night of the soul; when even though the trouble continues in some way, we still have a sense of peace. Grace, says Charles Finney 200 years ago, “A state of mind that sees God in everything is evidence of growth in grace and a thankful heart.”


That is what is sought in the Apostle Paul’s prayer in our reading from Ephesians today. Remember, Paul has just finished speaking about grace in the previous chapter. In Ephesians 2, verses 4 & 5, “4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.”



In chapter three he translates his explanation of grace in the prayer, as we read: “out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”


That is a big part of what we are meant to do for each other. That prayer is the church’s, business as we witness to the world of Christ’s love for us all. We pray for grace, because we know all to well that without God’s grace not a single aspect of life would be even possible.


Take a breath, take a deep breath. Your mind told your mouth, and your nose, and your lungs to open; for the muscles around your chest to move and to create a vacuum to draw in the surrounding air. You earned that air. You did  it, your body did the work. Now, who put the air pressure at such a level that your lungs could actually draw it in? Who gave that air the right oxygen level so that it would be air that would help you and keep you healthy? You taught your brain to know how to breath in the first place. You see there are real and ready examples of grace all around us, not just in the air we breathe, but simply in that we breathe air.


In a small rural community; so small, in fact, the only church in town is a small church whose pastor must also double up as the local barber to make ends meet.
There happened to be a man in this small community who had invested wisely and was enjoying his newfound comfort. 
This man got out of bed one day to go through his daily routine. He looked into the mirror as he was about to shave and decided, "I make enough money now, I don't have to shave myself. I'll go down to the barber and let him shave me from now on." So he did.
He walked into the barber shop and found the preacher/barber was out calling on the shut-ins.
The pastor’s wife said "I usually do the shaves anyway ... sit down and I'll shave you." So he did.
She shaved him and he asked, "How much do I owe you?" "$50," the pastor’s wife replied.
The man thought that was somewhat expensive and that he may have to get a shave every other day. Nonetheless, he paid her and went on his way.
The next day, he woke up and found his face to be just as smooth as the day before. No need for a shave today, he thought, well, it was a $50 shave.
The next day he awoke to find his face as smooth as the day before. Wow! he thought. That's amazing, as he normally would need to shave daily to keep his clean-shaven business look.
Day 3, he woke up and his face was still as smooth as the minute after the pastor’s wife had finished. Now, somewhat perplexed, the man went down to the barber shop to ask some questions.
This particular day the pastor was in and the man asked him why his face was as smooth as it was the first day it was shaven.
The kind pastor gently retorted, "Friend, you were shaved by my wife Grace ... and once shaved by Grace, always shaved."


Jesus looked out onto the crowd on the hillside and saw their hunger and fed them from a few loaves and fishes until the baskets overflowed with God’s abundance. When caught in the terror of the storm, Christ walks over the terrible trouble and brings us safely to the heavenly shore of God’s eternal grace. 


Was it all over for David? Was even the sin of plotting and killing the rival husband to his own desire for Bathsheba, was that enough to overpower the grace of God. 

God grace is stronger, more powerful, more excellent that all the world’s power and the universes’ might. Grace is that movement of God’s Holy Spirit unto the inmost of our being , through all the walls of hurt and pain and fear and doubt that we set up as defenses; a long list of excuses not to believe and respond to faith in God as we should 

E. Stanley Jones  was a missionary to India who became a close friend of Gandhi during the end of british rule in India, the two shared a common understnading of grace, as it really shows itself. “Grace binds you with far stronger cords than the cords of duty or obligation can bind you. Grace is free, but when once you take it, you are bound forever to the Giver and bound to catch the spirit of the Giver. Like produces like. Grace makes you gracious, the Giver makes you give.” 

May God’s infinite grace surround you and strengthen you, as you go as the outpouring of grace and hope to a world that needs it so deeply. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Alf, The Lyons, and everyone traveling and vacationing through the summer season
Announcements:  
Guest Preachers: The Rev. Canon Bruce Glencross will be leading worship next week and on August 16th. He is now living with his wife Carole in Clairville.
Bev Dunn will lead worship in Clairville and Bass River next Sunday

Musical Night – Tonight! Zion, West Branch will be hosting its annual summer musical night, followed by an ice cream social. Bring your talents or come celebrate other’s Sunday July 26th at 7pm. Donations received.   

Update from Presbytery – The presbytery met on June 30th and has agreed to the investigative committee continuing its work into the fall. 
Memorial Services St Andrew’s July 19th 2:30pm, St. James’ August 23rd 2:30pm, St. Mark’s August 30th 1:30pm 
Celebrations - Ron & Sharon Wilson will be celebrating their wedding anniversary Aug 8th at the Clairville Community Hall 2pm - evening

Les & Linda Cail celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary, Saturday, Aug. 8th 2pm – evening at their home in Cail’s Mills; Open house. Best wishes only. 

Vacation Bible School – the date for this year’s VBS is set for August 3rd to 7th at the Clairville Community Hall. Please share this with families in the area.
There will be a few meeting times over the next week and a half to get ready for this year’s program. 

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though while winter expenses are behind us our charge still faces the debt of last year’s deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 173 And can it be that I should gain 
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace
Our next worship will be: 
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-14, Psalm 89, Ephesians 2:11-22, Mark 6:30-56

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Relief for survivors of Cyclone Pam From March 13 to 14, Cyclone Pam, one of the strongest cyclones to hit the Pacific Islands, devastated the island nation of Vanuatu. As a result, many families are living in temporary, unstable shelters and unable to access clean drinking water or necessary health facilities. In response, Presbyterian World Service & Development is working with local partners to help rebuild the lives of those who have suffered. PWS&D is helping provide emergency shelter kits, hygiene kits, household water purification systems and food aid to 500 households. This lifesaving assistance is providing relief and meeting the needs of the people of Vanuatu during this difficult time. 

