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ORDER OF SERVICE

July 27th 2014 – Pentecost

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 12  Be Glorified  

Prayer of Approach, Confession & the Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 550 Morning has broken
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Responsive Reading  - Psalm 128 [pew Bible] 

1    Blessed are all who fear the LORD,
    who walk in his ways.
2    You will eat the fruit of your labor;
    blessings and prosperity will be yours.
3    Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
    within your house;
    your sons will be like olive shoots
    around your table.
4    Thus is the man blessed
    who fears the LORD.
5    May the LORD bless you from Zion
    all the days of your life;
    may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem,
6    and may you live to see your children’s children.
    Peace be upon Israel.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn BoP 393 There were nine and nine

Scripture Readings: OT – Genesis 29:16-29

16Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17Leah had weak£ eyes, but Rachel was lovely in form, and beautiful. 18Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, “I’ll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel.”
19Laban said, “It’s better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay here with me.” 20So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.
21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife. My time is completed, and I want to lie with her.”
22So Laban brought together all the people of the place and gave a feast. 23But when evening came, he took his daughter Leah and gave her to Jacob, and Jacob lay with her. 24And Laban gave his servant girl Zilpah to his daughter as her maidservant.
25When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?”
26Laban replied, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one. 27Finish this daughter’s bridal week; then we will give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years of work.”
28And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife. 29Laban gave his servant girl Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her maidservant. 

                          Epistle – Romans 8:28-39

28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,£ who£ have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:
    “For your sake we face death all day long;
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”£
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,£ neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 378 Jesus loves me this I know
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 13:44-52

44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.
47“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.
“Yes,” they replied.
52He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.”
Sermon:  The Win

Two disciples race from the upper room through streets & gardens to arrive at the tomb, and the disciples who reached the tomb first does not take the prize but pauses at the finish line, and the other disciple goes into the tomb. 

Of all the sons of Jesse, it was not the eldest and most kingly in appearance who is anointed, but the youngest and still ruddy in appearance from his work in the field, the last to come before the prophet Samuel, who is anointed tot be king over Israel. 

The bible is filled with examples of what can be best described as ‘tortoise & hare’ examples of winning; it is not always the first and most likely to the finish line who ends up crossing it. When it comes to God’s will and purpose it is not always who is eldest, strongest, fastest, best-looking, most-likely, best-behaved who appear as winners. 


The most profound truth of Jesus’ ministry and the mission that has gone forth in his name is that the bigger loser you appear and admit yourself to be, the greater winner he will transform you into. There is almost a despising of people who consider themselves worthy of heaven. 


Jesus makes this very clear early in his ministry when he spoke throughout the hill region around Galilee offering the ‘Sermon on the mount’ found in the gospel of Matthew [chapters 5 through 7], but a similar message is found also in the gospel of Luke, except there Jesus is said to have given the sermon in ‘a level place’. 


Hill or plain, the message offered is that God’s blessing is not given to those who determine that they deserve God’s blessing, but is offered to all; but can only be received by those who will admit they really need God’s blessing as a grace more than as a badge of honour. For a Christian the badge of honour that we wear is not that we deserve heaven, but that in deserving the cross we have been given heaven instead.


Our ‘win’ is not in our deserving, but as the apostle Paul explains it in his letter to the Romans, it is in God calling us towards 

One of the most revered prizes on earth is the ‘Nobel prize’. It is named for its founder, Alfred Nobel who held over 350 patents for various inventions yet is most noted as the inventor of dynamite. It seemed to be Nobel’s greatest achievement. He went on to develop even more refined and specified applications of his explosives, but though he designed dynamite mainly for industrial applications it was obvious that it would be used for military purposes.

Alfred Nobel said: “ I intend to leave after my death a large fund for the promotion of the peace idea, but I am skeptical as to its results. The savants will write excellent volumes. There will be laureates. But wars will continue just the same until the force of circumstances renders them impossible.”


So, at the time of his death, he established the trusts and the mandate for what would be come the ‘Nobel Prize’, which offers a recognition of academic greatness, but is given to recognize sacrifice and dedication and most of all, the desire to improve the life of all people. The win goes to those who study and develop and invent in order to help others rather than themselves. And they testify to the better goal of peace, and the futility of war.


This morning two hundred kilometers south of where Jesus said the words that Matthew records in his gospel, and not far from where Jesus would die on the cross, fighting has erupted again between Jerusalem and Gaza. Thirsty kilometers north from this same place, even including the same places and mountainsides where Jesus spoke of peace and of God’s kingdom, the government and rebel factions fight throughout Syria; each proclaiming righteousness in God’s name and neither offering the kingdom of God in their actions.


And before we pass judgment on the conflicts of the Middle East, we must not close our own eyes to the wars we make between neighbours that ravage this fragile and precious planet, where we compete with friends, family, neighbours, community, and we say ‘the one with the most toys, wins’.


I have met millionaires, and I have shared the company of people who feel that they have everything anyone could ever want out of life, but they do not have Christ. They have accepted riches, and material wealth, but they have never won. Indeed, I have seen their loss, when at times of grief and when faced with their own mortality, their possessions and their positions and their power come to mean absolutely nothing. Life’s biggest winners too often end up as life’s saddest losers. John Dyer – a painter turned clergyman – said, “A person may go to heaven without health, without riches, without honors, without learning, without friends; but he can never go there without Christ.”


Predestined, called, justified, glorified; Paul writes to the church in Rome and puts their priorities in order. Have you discovered your destiny in Christ? Perhaps you are called in Christ to be a millionaire. He has called others to that, and justified their worldly wealth. But our glory is never meant to be in what we have, but in who has us. To whom do we belong? 


Our goal of being received into God’s heavenly kingdom, will not come from the wealth we store up here, but in discovering the treasure of God’s grace and totally investing ourselves in that grace. There is not a thing you have that is not worth selling or setting aside in order to recognize this. There is not a wealth of the world that will buy God’s grace for you.  

 
That price has already been paid. And you are such a prize to God, that God gave everything for you. God gave His one and only Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus. We cannot and we must not cheapen that win for us by thinking that the things of this world make us more like God. God gave us himself; there is nothing of this life that can take the win that is in Christ. There is no greater prize, there is nothing more valuable. Christ Jesus is himself the treasure hidden in the field, he is the finest of all precious pearls. There is nothing in my life or your life or in all the world that is of more value than Him. 


He is our Win. Would you trade Christ for any other prize? 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 675 Precious Lord take my hand
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On us fall
Next week’s Services

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: Genesis 32:22-31 Psalm 17, Rom. 9:1-5, Matt. 14:13-21

Together we rejoice in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 
Sutherland’s on Vacation Sandy & Marly will be traveling to Calgary, August 3rd as Sandy is conducting a wedding there, and they will also celebrate their fifth wedding anniversary. Jack & David will watch over things here.

Memorial Services Looking at dates for Memorial services; all are confirmed, Aug. 17 for St. Mark’s & Aug 24th for St. James’, Aug 31st  for St. Andrew’s; Also, A musical Summer evening – Zion Church in West Branch will be hosting A Musical Evening at Zion, Sunday July 27th at 7pm, an ice cream social will follow. 

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study The Bible study has finished up for the summer, but the materials are available from the church website. www.pccweb.ca/brpc.

Bible School –Bible School has paused till September. Thanks Tanya & Tracy
Birthday Party – Potluck supper to celebrate Shirley Steeves 90th birthday will be on Friday, August 8th at 6:00 pm at the Brown's Yard Church Hall.
- The family of Merrillyn Murphy extend an invitation to her 65th birthday party to be held Saturday August 9th beginning at 7pm at the Rexton Lions Hall. There will be live music, prizes and great food. Everyone Welcome!

Community Food Bank – Think about what you will be planting in your garden. Can you plant extra carrots? Potatoes? Let’s all help with what we have.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Marilyn, Ruby, Kent & Dawn, Susie, John Allison & family
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Mission Moments Breathing new life into ministry Knox, Campbellton and St. Luke’s, Bathurst in New Brunswick are facing the same issues as many churches in rural areas: an aging population, changing demographics, increasing operating costs and decreasing revenue. In 2013, with support from Presbyterians Sharing, the Rev. Glen Sampson was appointed as a full-time minister to help these congregations become vibrant ministries in their communities. A renewed focus on outreach is breathing new life into both churches. Each congregation is working hard to raise its community profile, with members finding ways to witness outside the walls of their buildings and become involved in mission locally, regionally, nationally and globally. Working together in service for others has strengthened their faith as they support one another and their wider community.
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