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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 9

July 29th  2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements: 

Memorial Service –August 24th, St. James Beersville {See pamphlet}
As we look forward to the memorial services we will be having over the summer there may be some ideas for special music, speakers, and social events that we can have to add to these special homecoming events.  If you have been brain-storming please share your ideas.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Church Growth Workshops –We will try to continue these chats through the summer. Watch for announcements of BBQs!!

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Call to Worship  Be Glorified

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 527 Savior, like a shepherd lead us

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 15 [BoP 620] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 340 Jesus, Friend so kind and gentle
Scripture Readings: 


            OT – 2 Samuel 11:1-15

1In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.
2One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then£ she went back home. 5The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”
6So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David. 7When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and did not go down to his house.
10When David was told, “Uriah did not go home,” he asked him, “Haven’t you just come from a distance? Why didn’t you go home?”
11Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my master Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open fields. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and lie with my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!”
12Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13At David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not go home.
14In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15In it he wrote, “Put Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.”

       Epistle – Ephesians 3:14-21

14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 307 The church’s one foundation
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 6:1-15

1Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. 3Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4The Jewish Passover Feast was near.
5When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.
7Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”
8Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”
10Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. 11Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.
12When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.
14After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.
Sermon: A measure of the immeasurable
The apostle Paul sometimes mentions that he and others are praying for the churches. In today’s reading from Ephesians he, once again, lets us in on one of those prayers. 

When it comes to prayers for the churches, what exactly are our expectations? Before we flip back to Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, when I say that Paul was praying for the church in Ephesus, what are you expecting there to be in the prayer?

What is prayer?

Prayer looks like, to someone who has never seen it before, on person talking to the ceiling and everyone else looking at their shoes. Prayer seems to be one person saying what the priorities of the faith community are, and the rest of the group agreeing simply out of routine. Most of the time, prayer does not look like much, seem like much, or sound like much.


We could dress it up a bit. We could slip into a Shakespearian – King James Bible – language, and put in all the “theths” and sound like we’ve got marbles in our mouths. Or we could pray with some nice music playing in the background, Classical or maybe even Christian Rock if it is a youth thing. And the prayer should contain all the contemporary theological catch-phrases and clichés. It should be pertinent and it should be well formulated, inoffensive, uncontroversial, categorical, worshipful, and most of all it communal.


Where is prayer in your faith life? Where is your need for prayer? Your drive for prayer? We live with so much material wealth, and in our society those who do not have much are, or do not have anything are not living in dirt floor shacks or even the streets scrounging for their next meal; or tying to get buy without hope of help. We may pray in thanks for food, and home, and stuff of our lives, but in our wealth we often overlook God as the giver of these things; especially when the unfaithful seem to have as much or more than we, those of faith, seem to have. 


We are in the habit of measuring God’s grace by the size of the house, or the number of toys, or the clothes we can dress ourselves or our children in. What is your measure, for measuring God? And I ask that no so you will make one up, but so you will recognize how you are already measuring God.


Is your measure of God the size of the church you belong to?


Is your measure for God the length of your prayer? The style of hymns? Or the performance of the hymns? 

Is your measure of God the warm happy feeling you have anticipating church, in the midst of church, the length of time after church?

I hope not.

My prayer is that Sunday by Sunday, and as we encounter each other as a church in the world through the week, that these encounter not be about feeling warm and happy and blessed. I sometimes feel I have done my work as your minister when I leave a pastoral visit with the person feeling uncomfortable, unsatisfied, and disquieted. I don’t make it a point to do that – people would start locking their doors or driving away if they saw me coming, if that was the case. But sometimes confronting people with everything they have misused as signs of God’s grace in their own lives is hard but necessary.

Because for so many people in our society, in our community, what they have in food, family, facilities and fun have become replacements for God. Today they are worshiping cars, or houses, or TVs with satellite feed, their internet personalities, or their own bodies.

Paul prayed to God for the church. Paul prayed that the church in Ephesus, as he would pray for churches in other cities. He prayed that: 

“out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” 
Paul prayed that the church would begin to appreciate everything that God had given them; and that they would see clearly not just the stuff, but appreciate the purpose God had instilled in them in supply their need and preserving and uplifting their fellowship as a church. 

This church, this congregation and these congregations together have remained here for a century or more; why? We have these buildings, these members, our resources, our regional and national support; why? We have a board of managers, treasurers, trustees, elders of the church, me as a ordained minister of Word and Sacrament; why?


Is it wrong to pray for riches? Certainly not. In fact that is part of what Paul is praying for when it comes to the church in Ephesus. 


Is it wrong to pray to have and keep building and homes, and cars and trucks, and boats? No, by no means. In fact I hope you pray over these things.


Prayer is a lot of things: It is communication, and building the relationship God created us to have with Him. Prayer is fellowship, and even when we pray separately in our homes and bedsides, prayer draws us together with everyone else who is praying. Prayer is request and prayer is thanks.

 But, before prayer becomes any of these other things, prayer first is acknowledgement. Prayer is turning to the source and admitting that through faith, and through no other proof but faith, we acknowledge that all that we have and all that we are, these are all gifts from God.


So Jesus looked out unto the multitude and saw their needs, and Jesus asked his disciples if they could see the needs, if they on their own could supply for those needs. He asked them what they felt they had to supply for the hunger of the thousands of people. The disciples did not have enough money, they did not have near enough food probably to feed themselves let alone the crowd.


How wide, how long, how deep in Christ’s love? How big is God’s love for us?


Christ used the little, the little bit that the disciples could give, to feed the multitude. That kinda makes any statement you have about not having enough resources as a church to do mission and outreach in our community, or to provide hospitality, offer stewardship, provide healing, or extending our life of worship, into a mute point. 


We can do all things, through Christ. We get so caught up in the physical limitations that we forget that, even as a people of faith. 


The feeding of the multitude is found in all the gospels. It must have been an important moment for the disciples as they participated in this miracle and as they gained a sense of how wide and how long and how deep the Saviour’s love is for them, for that crowd and for us all. The story is found in all the gospels, yet it is only in the gospel of John that we discover the source of the loaves and the fishes. In the other gospels it mentions the disciples ‘having’ the meal of loaves and fishes; but only in the gospel of John do we find out that the loaves and the fishes were the offering of a boy. It was a not only a small gift to feed such a crowd, but it was a the gift of a child who should not be able to feed anyone save himself. That, it seems, was especially poignant to the gospel writer John.


A boy comes forward, among all the disciples, and in faith offers Christ the material through which he would transform the lives of thousands of people that night. 


How powerful is God? When you, in prayer, turn to God for the transformation of your life and the growth of the church, what is your expectation? Does your expectation match the faith you declare as a Christian?


So the apostle Paul prays for the church. He does not pray for it to get bigger, and for membership to grow. His chief prayer is not that they will have good building to meet in, or that persecutions will stop. Paul prays for the church’s faith, he prays for the belief and understanding of the people of the church. And that needs to be our prayer too.


Let us, in our prayer now, pray in thanks for God’s gifts to us, for the abundance of riches, our strength and health, for our membership and our churches’ growth; but as we pray, and in our prayer, we must share in Paul’s prayer, and pray that we and all Christians might continue to grow in faith, and be built up in love, and “to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” 

And so let us hear also Paul’s benediction:

“20Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, 21to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 509 Lead on O King Eternal

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
We are called together, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We area fellowship of the faithful; sharing faith. If you are visiting or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you’ to celebrate your gifts and joys as you grow your faith in Christ with us.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)
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Mission Moment: NATIONAL OFFICE: Equipping congregations Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing enable staff at our national office to equip and support congregations of The Presbyterian Church in Canada in the areas of Christian education, worship, evangelism, stewardship, youth ministries, leadership development and justice work. Staff also administer pensions and benefits for congregations, look after archival materials, prepare for and oversee our yearly General Assembly, support ministry candidates and their presbyteries in discerning ministerial candidates’ call and encourage and support new clergy who have just begun their ministries. Please pray for staff at our national office as they work hard each day to meet the needs of our congregations. 

