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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 6

July 8th 2012

Welcome & Announcements  

VBS – OverBoard!! – Was a fantastic success, and thanks to everyone who showed such EXCELLENT support. Special thanks to Marly and Tracy, Tanya and Sarah, Haley and Chelsea, and all of our snack makers a parents who came to be a part of a team that have given the children a wonderful gift of faith. We had an attendance of children from throughout the area, topping last year’s total of 22.
Bible Study: Will be starting up again in September. 

Church Growth Workshops –We will try to continue these chats through 

the summer. Watch for announcements of BBQs!!

Summer Memorial Services – {See pamphlet}July 8th St. Andrew’s Clairville; July 22nd St. Mark’s Bass River; August 24th, St. James Beersville 
As we look forward to the memorial services we will be having over the summer there may be some ideas for special music, speakers, and social events that we can have to add to these special homecoming events.  If you have been brain-storming please share your ideas.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  
Call to Worship [overhead]  God forgave my sin [Freely, Freely]
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 746 What a friend we have in Jesus

  BoP 431
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 48 [selection; BoP 637] 

1    Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness.
2    Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.
3    God is known in her palaces for a refuge.
4    For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together.
5    They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away.
6    Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.
7    Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind.
8    As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God: God will establish it for ever.
Selah
9    We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple.
10    According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness.
11    Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments.
12    Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof.
13    Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.
14    For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 373 Jesus loves me this I know

      BoP 378

Scripture Readings:


            OT – 2 Samuel 5:1-10

1Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. 2Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the LORD said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over Israel. 3So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a league with them in Hebron before the LORD: and they anointed David king over Israel. 4David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months: and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah.
6And the king and his men went to Jerusalem unto the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land: which spake unto David, saying, Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither: thinking, David cannot come in hither. 7Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David. 8And David said on that day, Whosoever getteth up to the gutter, and smiteth the Jebusites, and the lame and the blind, that are hated of David’s soul, he shall be chief and captain. Wherefore they said, The blind and the lame shall not come into the house. 9So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the city of David. And David built round about from Millo and inward. 10And David went on, and grew great, and the LORD God of hosts was with him.
KJV

1All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “We are your own flesh and blood. 2In the past, while Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel on their military campaigns. And the LORD said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their ruler.’”
3When all the elders of Israel had come to King David at Hebron, the king made a compact with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel.
4David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years. 5In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years.
6The king and his men marched to Jerusalem to attack the Jebusites, who lived there. The Jebusites said to David, “You will not get in here; even the blind and the lame can ward you off.” They thought, “David cannot get in here.” 7Nevertheless, David captured the fortress of Zion, the City of David.
8On that day, David said, “Anyone who conquers the Jebusites will have to use the water shaft to reach those ‘lame and blind’ who are David’s enemies.” That is why they say, “The ‘blind and lame’ will not enter the palace.”
9David then took up residence in the fortress and called it the City of David. He built up the area around it, from the supporting terraces inward. 10And he became more and more powerful, because the LORD God Almighty was with him.
NIV


       Epistle – 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

2I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 

3And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 5Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. 

6For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 

7And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 8For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 

9And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. KJV

2I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows. 3And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows—4was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. 5I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say.
7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 638 Take time to be holy
BoP 437
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 6:1-13

1And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him. 2And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands? 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.

 4But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house. 5And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 6And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching.
7And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits; 8And commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse: 9But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats. 10And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there abide till ye depart from that place. 11And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city. 12And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 13And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them.
KJV

1Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 2When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed.
“Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles! 3Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.
4Jesus said to them, “Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor.” 5He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6And he was amazed at their lack of faith.
Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. 7Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits.
8These were his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. 9Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. 10Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 11And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them.”
12They went out and preached that people should repent. 13They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.
NIV

Sermon: The ministry; Yours or mine?
Maybe it was to my folly, at least it seems so when I read this gospel passage, that upon arriving here in Kent county I shared my heritage in this place, and my roots in Rexton, Bass River and Harcourt. Maybe its because I am related to such characters as Burt Keswick, maybe it is simply because the hometown boy can be enjoyed, admired while what is being said is ignored.


Were they taking Jesus for granted when he came to preach and teach in Galilee. 

“Ah, here is the carpenter’s son.” They said, “What does he know about faith and about God and about healing?!”

And at first glance you’d pretty well have to agree. What would a carpenter have for training in religious matters, and with issues of healing, and while it was a common practice for many people from many walks of life to gather at the synagogue to discuss matters of faith, it was generally agreed that in order to speak with authority the training had to be there, and the heritage had to be there.

Yet Jesus draws from the deeper heritage, the heritage of David, of Adam, the faith of ‘the every-man’; where any and all have a voice for leadership, for truth, and for salvation. And in the face of Christ ministry the world that he knew and loved, the family and friends that he had known for thirty years, and it marveled Jesus, it amazed him that they lacked so much in faith.

It is a sad thing to amaze God with our lack of faith. I believe any and all of us like to be amazed by our own willingness to good, and show love and honour God in our lives and marvel at what we are capable of understanding and sharing with others.

Yet the truth sadly is, that after all the signs of God’s love for us, and every show of the presence of God being in this place and with us as a church of God and a family in Christ, we must amaze God with our lack of faith.

Yet, God does not let that be the end, because if lack of faith was our condemnation then we would – all of us be hell bound in certain suffering. 

No, in Christ we are upheld – not as sinners – but as those worthy through God’s for receiving grace that we might be called ‘children of God’. Our lives are filled with grace in abundance, not simply so that each of us might be forgiven, but also so that grace might flow like cooling water in a parched land among and between all God’s children, even from this place into the world.

And while the world that day would not hear the teaching and ministry of Christ in his own home town, Christ’s words went out to all places. That word went out not through Christ words and deeds but the ministry that the disciples were called to conduct. 

I am sure you can imaging the nervousness of the disciples, and they were not sent out with computer tablets with all Christ’s sermons, nor even scrolls and parchment with notes. They went out to do this ministry with nothing but themselves and their own experience of Christ Jesus, and their own life’s experience.

In the same way, the church’s ministry is not about what it’s ministers know, or have studied alone. We tend to lean on our trained professionals to fulfill the ministry of our church, to look after all the evangelism, to ensure the correct teaching, and to secure a tomorrow for our fellowship. 

But Christ gave it over. The people were not listening, nor willing to listen. They were far flung through the villages and towns, and so Jesus called together the twelve and sent them out saying: “Take your staff, but no bread, no bag, and no money on your belts.”

But to this hear also the apostle Paul’s words in today’s reading from Corinthians: “For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

We can tend to rely greatly on things, and on those things we think will make us better, and more resourceful, and better able. Yet we have been given a Spirit of truth, and while it is very nice indeed to have all these other resources, our ministry is meant to come from who we are, and what God has gifted us to be able to do.

When I first came here, a fellow congregational minister said to me: “Those four congregations should tear down their buildings and come together as one church.”

Yet in meeting you, and in our interviews, and in the coming year and now defined in these years I have to disagree with that minister’s assessment. For while it would be cheaper, it would be more stable, and it would be a wise use of physical resources to close these separate buildings, it would dissolve the ministry that each congregation has held itself separate so that it can accomplish. You are here, in this place, for a reason.

You are here for a reason that, yes, may be designated by Presbytery, but it has been ordained to you – not to your pulpit minister – but to you as a congregation by God. God blesses this place and all who gather in it for a purpose. And until that is owned in fullness I would not seek to bring down these walls until that purpose is fulfilled.

Yours or mine is an unfair question. This ministry, as it did when Christ sent out his disciples into the countryside, belongs to Christ Jesus. We – as a church – are commissioned, and in that commissioning given a wonderful lasting purpose. To young and old, to rich and poor, to those who are healthy and those who are sick, to those who are in prison or those who walk free, WE GO . . . all of us, with our experience and perspective, our strengths and those weaknesses that force us to be strong, and with all we have and all we will never have, we offer the good news given in Christ Jesus, our Lord, our teacher, healer, friend, brother and Saviour. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 665 Lord Jesus you shall be my song as I journey

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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