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A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 2

June 10th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Communion Sundays – Through the month of June

June 3rd St. Mark’s, June 10th Zion, June 17th St Andrew’s, June 24th St James’
Bible Study: Will having a fun filled fellowship time to round up this latest season of study on the evening of Friday, June 15th. You will be kept posted on the planning of this event. 

Summer Memorial Services – As we look forward to the memorial services we will be having over the summer there may be some ideas for special music, speakers, and social events that we can have to add to these special homecoming events.  If you have been brain-storming please share your ideas.

Congratulations to Alexander Augustine Gallant, son of Mike and Lisa who is being received for baptism this morning at Zion, West Branch. Blessings to the whole family on this day of growing the church’s family.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  
Call to Worship [overhead]  Spirit of the Living God
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 298 Glory be to God the Father
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 139 [selection; BoP 664] – Jesse Kelly

1    O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.
2    Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.
3    Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.
4    For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.
5    Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.
6    Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.
7    Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?
8    If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.
9    If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
10    Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.
11    If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.
12    Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.
13    For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb.
14    I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.
15    My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
16    Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.
17    How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!
18    If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.
19    Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men.
20    For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain.
21    Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee?
22    I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies.
23    Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
24    And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 570 I have decided

The Sacrament of Baptism – Alexander Augustine Gallant

The Sacrament of Baptism

Baptism is not of our doing or deserving. It is a sacred gift from God.  In the sacrament of Baptism the Church recognizes God's act of self-giving in Jesus Christ. We receive this gift with reverent joy, and respond in faith and obedience.
*Hear the words of the risen Christ:  "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."   (Matthew 28:18-20).

 In the Gospel we read, "They brought children for him to touch.  The disciples rebuked them, but when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and said to them, 'Let the children come to me; do not try to stop them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly I tell you: whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.'  And he put his arms around them, laid his hands on them, and blessed them." 

(Mark 10:13-16)
The Baptism of Alexander Augustine Gallant
Who is it that comes to be baptized?

 The Elder [Jessie] says: On behalf of Zion Church Session, I would like to present Michel & Lisa-Mae, as they bring their son Alexander Augustine Gallant for Christian Baptism today.

Mike, Lisa, do you desire baptism for your child?

We do
Mike & Lisa, as parents, do you together affirm your faith in God, and rely on God’s love as your support for the living of your lives together and the raising of your child?

We do

Do you promise to raise your son in the love and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ within the home, the love of this community and the spiritual fellowship of the church?  





We do

In presenting your child for baptism today, you are asking on his behalf; that he shall be recognized as a members of Christ’s Church, and of the household of faith in the whole of the world. 

And so with this fellowship of believers, you are invited to confess your faith, and affirm your call as loving parents, before God who is the most loving parent of us all.

I ask the congregation to stand, and turn to the back of your hymnbooks to number 539 and recite the Apostle’s Creed.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth,

And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilot

Was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into ‘the dead’. The third day He rose again;

He ascended into heaven, He is seated on the right hand of the Father,He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; The Holy Catholic Church; 

The communion of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body;

And the life everlasting. Amen

* To the family’s sponsors & those within their own kinship who wish to stand and share these vows:

 Do you, as believers in Christ, promise to aid Mike and Lisa in the love they show this child, and to remind and encourage Alexander through the promises made today, and in your own service to Christ, share with him the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

We do

To the Congregation: Do you, as members of Christ’s Church, promise to guide and nurture this child by word and deed, with love and in prayer, encouraging him to follow the way of Christ and to be a faithful member of his church?

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do.

Do you, as believers in Christ, promise to aid Mike and Lisa in the love they show Alexander, and to remind and encourage them through the promises made today, and  - in your service to Christ - share with Alexander the love grace and knowledge you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do

To parents and the congregation: Today we have given promises, we are witnesses to each other, and so may God richly bless you all and give you grace to faithfully fulfil the promises you have made this day.
Let us pray . . .

Loving and eternal God, we give you thanks for All the gifts we share and celebrate when we are drawn together by your own Holy Spirit.

 We give you thanks this day for the gift of water and witness we share of your Spirit moving through this water as you bless this moment and sacrament; transforming what is shared here into an experience of lifelong grace for Alexander and all his family. Bless his parents with all the joy that family brings and strength for all the trials that await them and that they will share with him. 

  Extend your blessing up us as your Church in our promise to support Alexander and teach and discipline him in faith, and as we support and uplift Mike, Lisa and Alexander as a family, and as we celebrate in our shared love, as your children. Help us to grow, and deepen our understanding of what you are doing in this sacrament Lord. 

     As we are told by the witness of the bible, Your Word: In the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters, and you gave order and life to your creation.  

In the time of Moses, you led your people out of slavery through the waters of the sea, making covenant with them in a new land.  

In the fullness of time and the fulfillment of that covenant; you sent Jesus Christ, who was formed in the water of a woman's womb.  

In the waters of Jordan, Jesus was baptized and anointed by your Holy Spirit.  

In his ministry to the world, Jesus offered living water to the woman of Samaria, washed the feet of his disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all nations by water and the Spirit.  

And now, with your people of all times and places, we wait with eager longing as we look for the coming of your kingdom, from which will flow the river of life for the healing of the nations.  

Gracious God, by the gift of water and your Holy Spirit you sustain all life.  

Thanks be to you, O God; by the power of your Holy Spirit you claim us and call us each by name. 

By the sign of this water, (the Minister may touch the water in the font) may all who receive this sacrament be cleansed from sin through the death of Jesus Christ; be raised to new life through his resurrection; and be grafted into his body, the church.   

Pour out your Spirit upon Alexander that he may be joined together with all your people, being joined to a royal priesthood with Christ in his ministry to the world, in order that he may live in newness of life, sustained by your Word, and renewed at your Table. And may he continue forever joined with all servants of Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, offer all honour and glory, now and forever, in Christ Jesus name we pray; AMEN.
To Parents 

[Mike & Lisa]

By what name have you named this child?

The parents reply:



Alexander Augustine

 The Minister, using water from the font, baptizes the child, saying, 

Alexander Augustine, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon you, and dwell in your heart forever.   

Child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the church.  Remember your baptism, and give thanks.  Be one with us in the church.

Blessing 

The Minister says, 

This new member is received by us as a charge from our Lord.  Let us bless Alexander in Christ's name:  

(Numbers 6:24-26; The Aaronic Blessing)
 24The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 

25The LORD make his face shine upon thee, 

and be gracious unto thee: 

26The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, 

and give thee peace.
The Minister returns the child to the parents. 

Rejoice and be glad, 

For the Lord has worked to grow this family.

Scripture Readings: 





Marilyn Murphy

            OT – 1 Samuel 8:4-11

4Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, 5And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. 6But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. 

And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. 7And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. 8According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. 

9Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and show them the manner of the king that shall reign over them. 10And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the people that asked of him a king. 

11And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you: He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots.

       Epistle – 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

13We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; 14Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 

15For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 

16For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 

17For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
1For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 332 O Lord my God/ How great Thou art
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 3:20-35

20And the multitude cometh together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread. 21And when his friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself.
22And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, 

“He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils.” 

23And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?” “24And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end.” 

“27No man can enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house. 28Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: 29But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation:” 30Therefore they said, ‘He hath an unclean spirit.’
31There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him. 32And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, “Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee.”

 33And he answered them, saying, “Who is my mother, or my brethren?” 34And he looked round about on them which sat about him, and said, “Behold my mother and my brethren!” “35For whos  oever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.”
Sermon: The strong house

In a very frank discussion with some friends lately we got onto the subject of securities, financial securities and ensuring the best for our retirement. We discussed RRSPs, and we discussed mutual funds, we discussed predictions and forecasts, and we discussed fees and grafts. 

I don’t know that we reached a grand conclusion, and we certainly have not solved the world economic crisis, but by the end of our discussion we were all agreed that - when it comes to quality of life - it is less about the amount of money you have and it is more about who you get to spend both time and money on that counts for the most.


The apostle Paul guided the church in its growth, to look not simply to those people they would normally want to be in fellowship with, but to look at those who need to be included in the fellowship of faith the most. That there is something more secure that the normal things we trust in. 


We think we know where our wealth comes from investments, or from years of saving and hard work, or from wheelin’ & dealin’; and every one of these things can be stripped away. It is a hard thing to trust God with this same wealth, but it is perhaps one of the best test to see how real our faith truly is; would you trust God with your futures, would you trust God to look after your investments. If you were to take all the savings you had set aside for your retirement and were invest it together through the church, or as a church together, do you see the work you do, the gifts you give to the work of the church as adding to your security.


At the very least, that kind of giving is symbolic of our trust in God. True, we do not trust God to make us as Christians rich, prosperous, or wealthy by any world’s standards. We have a different kind of wealth, a wealth that we often do not count, a wealth that perhaps we take for granted, a wealth that we do not spend time and energy suring up, working on, building up; but a wealth that we trust will be there – none-the-less.


Jesus points to that wealth as the foundation of our household as God’s people; as our chief strength. 


When confronted by the religious leadership, who had put their trust in laws and traditions, Jesus confounded them with their brokenness and disunity. They did not stand together, but each of them trusted in their own point of view, divisivly arguing with each other and with Jesus about who among them was more right than the others. And Jesus confounds them because he points our that they started their arguments from a poor position. Jesus alls them on their presumption and shows us the difference between what we think is right and what faith tells us is right. 


We believe, and it is SO very important to begin with faith. (wb){Today’s exercise int faith around both of our sacraments speak of having our beginning in faith. W ecome to God’s word in faith, we come to the sacraments and all its meanings we both understand and misunderstand with faith, and so we don’t put our trust in what we think we know, but in what God will make clear to us. We begin in faith; we begin by trusting in God.


Jesus describes the person of faith as a strong householder, the person who has to be tied up and watched in order to steal from the house. Have you felt like you were tied up? Tied up with being busy? Tied up with what you think you know about God, rather than what God would reveal.


We are hear to put our trust in God, to build our house in the faith that makes this house and all who dwell in its fellowship strong.


After saying all this, Jesus does something wonderful. You see, in the midst of this discussion that Jesus was having with the Pharisees, Jesus’ mother and brothers were looking for him; trying it seems, to keep him from getting into trouble. You know how family is, they’d do anything to get each other out of trouble


When Jesus is told about his mother and the family looking for him he does something wonderful. Jesus shows another wonderful, the very best, part about faith. Jesus looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”

Faith makes our families infinitely huge. Faith makes our support for each other unbeatably strong. Faith binds this household together in a security so that love can fill us up and grow us up, and over flow. 


You are included with those Jesus calls brother and sister, who he names as brothers and sisters before the heavenly throne. For he came that we all can be called children of God. Child of God, be one with us in God’s church this day. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper [Communion]

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

[image: image2.wmf]Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God,

[image: image3.wmf]we give you thanks for the peace of this hour, and the blessing we have received in Jesus Christ. We thank you Lord that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s body and blood. Give us the grace to carry his word into the world, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 774 God forgave my sin

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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