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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 3 As the deer pants for the water

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 508  All the way my Saviour leads me

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 32 [Pew Bible] 

1    Blessed is he
    whose transgressions are forgiven,
    whose sins are covered.
2    Blessed is the man
    whose sin the LORD does not count against him
    and in whose spirit is no deceit.
3    When I kept silent,
    my bones wasted away
    through my groaning all day long.
4    For day and night
    your hand was heavy upon me;
    my strength was sapped
    as in the heat of summer.
Selah
5    Then I acknowledged my sin to you
    and did not cover up my iniquity.
    I said, “I will confess
    my transgressions to the LORD”—
    and you forgave
    the guilt of my sin.
Selah
6    Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you
    while you may be found;
    surely when the mighty waters rise,
    they will not reach him.
7    You are my hiding place;
    you will protect me from trouble
    and surround me with songs of deliverance.
Selah
8    I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
    I will counsel you and watch over you.
9    Do not be like the horse or the mule,
    which have no understanding
    but must be controlled by bit and bridle
    or they will not come to you.
10    Many are the woes of the wicked,
    but the LORD’S unfailing love
    surrounds the man who trusts in him.
11    Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous;
    sing, all you who are upright in heart!
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 375 Wonderful words of life
Scripture Readings: OT – 1 Kings 21:1-21

1Some time later there was an incident involving a vineyard belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. The vineyard was in Jezreel, close to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 2Ahab said to Naboth, “Let me have your vineyard to use for a vegetable garden, since it is close to my palace. In exchange I will give you a better vineyard or, if you prefer, I will pay you whatever it is worth.”
3But Naboth replied, “The LORD forbid that I should give you the inheritance of my fathers.”
4So Ahab went home, sullen and angry because Naboth the Jezreelite had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers.” He lay on his bed sulking and refused to eat.
5His wife Jezebel came in and asked him, “Why are you so sullen? Why won’t you eat?”
6He answered her, “Because I said to Naboth the Jezreelite, ‘Sell me your vineyard; or if you prefer, I will give you another vineyard in its place.’ But he said, ‘I will not give you my vineyard.’”
7Jezebel his wife said, “Is this how you act as king over Israel? Get up and eat! Cheer up. I’ll get you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.”
8So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, placed his seal on them, and sent them to the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s city with him. 9In those letters she wrote:
“Proclaim a day of fasting and seat Naboth in a prominent place among the people. 10But seat two scoundrels opposite him and have them testify that he has cursed both God and the king. Then take him out and stone him to death.”
11So the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s city did as Jezebel directed in the letters she had written to them. 12They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth in a prominent place among the people. 13Then two scoundrels came and sat opposite him and brought charges against Naboth before the people, saying, “Naboth has cursed both God and the king.” So they took him outside the city and stoned him to death. 14Then they sent word to Jezebel: “Naboth has been stoned and is dead.”
15As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned to death, she said to Ahab, “Get up and take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite that he refused to sell you. He is no longer alive, but dead.” 16When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, he got up and went down to take possession of Naboth’s vineyard.
17Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite: 18“Go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who rules in Samaria. He is now in Naboth’s vineyard, where he has gone to take possession of it. 19Say to him, ‘This is what the LORD says: Have you not murdered a man and seized his property?’ Then say to him, ‘This is what the LORD says: In the place where dogs licked up Naboth’s blood, dogs will lick up your blood—yes, yours!’”
20Ahab said to Elijah, “So you have found me, my enemy!”
“I have found you,” he answered, “because you have sold yourself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD. 21‘I am going to bring disaster on you. I will consume your descendants and cut off from Ahab every last male in Israel—slave or free.

                              Epistle – Galatians 2:15-21

15“We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ 16know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.
17“If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18If I rebuild what I destroyed, I prove that I am a lawbreaker. 19For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”

    Gospel – Luke 7:36-8:3

36Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.
39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”
40Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”
“Tell me, teacher,” he said.
41“Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii,£ and the other fifty. 

42Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”
43Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.”
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.
44Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 

46You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 

47Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”
48Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
49The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”
50Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
1After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 121 Close to Thee  
The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.
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Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Now, receive into your spirits peace that you may go out into the world in peace. Let us Share the peace of Christ.

Sermon: How much forgiveness?

What does your forgiveness look like? How do the people in your life see God’s forgiveness of your sins?

Prolific charismatic movement writer Agnes Sanford writes, “As we practice the work of forgiveness we discover more and more that forgiveness and healing are one.”

People can see the difference in you from when you were sick to when you are well. People can see the scars of your injuries and know that they do not hold your back, or experience the signs of your disability and see how you have over come it, or turned it into an advantage.


But people cannot always tell that you have sinned. People cannot see in you the hurt you have caused others. Even in looking in the mirror you might never see the face of the sins of carelessness or ignorance that has harmed another on the other side of the world by your life choices.


A very significant part of why we celebrate the sacraments is to make visible that which is invisible about us. These are outward signs of and inward and often invisible truths. They help the world to see the reality and the humility of our faith. As C.S. Lewis puts it: “If God forgives us, we must forgive ourselves. Otherwise it is almost like setting up ourselves as a higher tribunal than him.”

Or perhaps as W. A Ward put it, “Life lived without forgiveness becomes a prison” Forgiveness is what makes a person right with God. As Paul wrote to the Galatian church, he tells them that righteousness does not come from the law – the law brings only judgment – but in the fulfillment of the law through Christ Jesus the requirements of the law are satisfied and our salvation comes in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  


It is Christ who gives us the great prayer to offer God, that has in it only one request that has only one condition; and it is about forgiveness: “forgive us, as we forgive others.”


Do you live out the forgiveness you have been given? Do you display the grace that is alive in you, that makes you alive? To return evil for good is devilish; to return good for good is human; but to return good for evil is godlike; for it is what God does in the face of our evil that sets our highest example of forgivenss.


Next Sunday is Aboriginal Sunday, as well as being Father’s day, so I would like to share this story from our first nations that comes from the earliest days of missionary work in western Canada, when it was less colonial and perhaps a little more right: “When the first missionaries came to Alberta, they were savagely opposed by a young chief of the Cree Indians named Maskepetoon. But he eventually heard and responded to the gospel and accepted Christ. Shortly afterward, a member of the Blackfoot tribe killed his father. Maskepetoon rode into the village where the murderer lived and demanded that he be brought before him. Confronting the guilty man, he said, "You have killed my father, so now you must be my father. You shall ride my best horse and wear my best clothes." In utter amazement and remorse his enemy exclaimed, "My son, now you have killed me!" He meant, of course, that the hate in his own heart had been completely erased by the forgiveness and kindness of the Indian chief. [Today in the Word, November 10, 1993]”
There is something that sets us apart. We are something special, something different. Christians aren’t perfect—just forgiven (we could use that on a few t-shirts for the weekdays, so people can see that on more than just Sundays). 

As you are forgiven you are called to live with that forgiveness so the world can see that God grace is a real thing, that it makes real changes and the changes people see you in you are not because of what you have done, but because of the life and celebration of the life that God has filled you through His grace. Let your cup over flow and let the world around you know about the love of God that is real, that is yours, that has set you free. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Tom M., Kirk W. & Neil Ryan, the family of Jennie Ward
Announcements:  Treasurer – A job description for a new Central Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge is now available, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Celebrations of the Lord’s Supper– June 12th –19th 

Bible Study –Are being planned for the fall. Please speak with Rev. Sutherland, Bev Dunn, or Jen Beers about ideas 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. 

VBS – Our Vacation Bible School for July 4th –8th is called “Seeds & Sheep” a journey through the parables of Jesus.
Condolences – A graveside memorial and committal was held honouring Mae Haywood’s life yesterday at Pond Memorial Untied Cemetery. Our condolences thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended to the family of Jennie Ward who passed away this past week after a brief severe illness. Visitation Thompson’s Monday 2-4,7-9 Funeral St. Stephen’s Molus River Tuesday 3pm.  
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Session – After this week’s meeting, we will hold our next meeting sometime in August to prepare for the fall.  

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP(insert) 376 Lord, the light of your love is shining 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit on us fall
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

[image: image2.wmf]Mission Moments:  Farming for the Future in Tanzania Last year in Kishapu, a very dry area of Tanzania, the arid climate and unpredictability of rainfall left many farmers in dismay. Common crops didn’t survive. “We’re willing to try anything that will make us more food secure,” shared one farmer. The PWS&D supports a food security project in Kishapu providing farmers with weather-resilient, nutritious seed as well as training in conservation agriculture. Through  conservation agriculture—a low-input farming method that helps soil retain moisture—their crops flourished despite the prolonged drought. The farmers continue to apply the methods they learned. By combining resilient seed with soil-friendly farming, they are laying the foundations of a more sustainable future. 
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