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ORDER OF SERVICE

June 15th  2014 – Father’s Day

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 7 Father, we love You 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: Hymn BoP 566 Can a little child like me

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 8 [pew Bible] 

1    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
    You have set your glory
    above the heavens.
2    From the lips of children and infants
    you have ordained praise£
    because of your enemies,
    to silence the foe and the avenger.
3    When I consider your heavens,
    the work of your fingers,
    the moon and the stars,
    which you have set in place,
4    what is man that you are mindful of him,
    the son of man that you care for him?
5    You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings£
    and crowned him with glory and honour.
6    You made him ruler over the works of your hands;
    you put everything under his feet:
7    all flocks and herds,
    and the beasts of the field,
8    the birds of the air,
    and the fish of the sea,
    all that swim the paths of the seas.
9    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn BoP 412 Come, let us sing

Scripture Readings: OT - Genesis 1:1-2:4

Genesis 1:1-2:4

1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth was£ formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
6And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.” 7So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 8God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.
9And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.
11Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.
14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.
20And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.” 21So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.
24And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 25God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth,£ and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
27    So God created man in his own image,
    in the image of God he created him;
    male and female he created them.
28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”
29Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.
31God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.
2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.
2By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.
4This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

                          Epistle – 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

11Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.
12Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13All the saints send their greetings.
14May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 375 Wonderful words of life
Devotional 

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 28:16-20

16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
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Sermon:  Off to a Good Start

ON your mark . . . GET set . . .
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Racers, any kind of racers who are really serious about racing make it a part of their training to get into their starting positions, and simply practice beginning. 


Could you imagine spending a whole day getting into that starting block, setting up your feet in the right position, making sure your legs bend at the correct angle; placing your hands- even your fingers, and trying to find that perfect position from which to spring out and eventually win the race.


It would seem like most tedious training to someone from the outside, but people inside the sport know that so much of winning the race is found in beginning the race the right way. Getting ‘off to a good start’ can make all the difference having a good race, win or lose.


The Apostles were like coaches with the people of the early church. Jesus had taught them how important it was to begin something well. They were trying tot get the church off to a good start. The apostle Paul referes to his ministry as a race when he wrote to Timothy [2 Tim. 4:7] saying “I have run the race, I have fought the fight.” 

Jesus taught his disciples how to pray, when to pray, why to pray. The time to pray was before beginning anything, if at all possible; and otherwise to pray in the midst of anything; and if all else fails you pray as you are finishing. But underlying any timing of any prayer is that prayer is the very best preparation for anything.


A very good example of this was when Jesus, at the beginning of the book of Mark [1:35], gets up while it is still dark and goes to a place to pray.  He prays all day, throughout the day, stopping to pray, and then finishing the day in prayer in preparation of what awaits in the day to come.  

The apostle Paul picks up that theme when he write to the church in Philippi and says “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”

Meeting of the church are meant to begin with prayer. Our own book of forms gives some instruction about committees, courts and boards of the church when it says: “Every meeting of a church court must be opened and closed with prayer,. .” 

I like our passage from 2 Corinthians 13:11-13. It comes from the lectionary, and it is interesting in the way it fits with the other texts. Paul, in the end of his letter is hoping to get  the people who get this letter off to a good start. Last words of advice are often the best instructions on beginning. Paul says, “Aim for perfection” It is not enough to aim to get the job done, or to try with the hope just getting a passing grade. Imagine of that was the mindset of building your house, of building your car, of looking after your health. 

Then Paul invites the church to hear his appeal, or to hear his prayer. We should listen tot each other’s prayer. Jesus said to go into our chamber to pray, but in loving each other we have a sense of each other’s needs and prayers and we should be doing all to be a part of God’s answer to prayer in each other’s lives, to hear each other’s appeal as Paul puts it. 

That leads to being of one mind and living with peace with each other. Wouldn’t it be great to wake with the feeling, maybe even the knowledge that you are at peace with your neighbour, your family, wit the whole world around you. There are a lot of things that separate us from each other and there can be many things that get in the way of having a good start with each other. From God’s laws to the good news in Jesus Christ we are told to put those things out of our lives and Jesus proclaimed this when he taught that ‘the greatest commandment is to love God with all you heart and mind and soul and to love you neighbour as you might love yourself, and the whole law depends on this’ [Matt. 22:37-39, Mark 12:29-31, Luke 10:25-28]. 
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And so it is that Jesus’ last words to his disciples, recorded for us by Matthew in his gospel, are the same; a starting off place for them and a direction towards the perfection God inspires and builds up in the church. 

On this Father’s Day it is so important to recognize the significance of a parent’s start for their child is in the example they set and leave behind. Children begin where you leave off and if you want them to do well and be strong and successful then you need to be that perfect starting block for them. 

But we cannot really talk about beginnings in our Christian faith without turning to that book in the bible that is named “Beginning”. We read today from the beginning of ‘Beginning’ and while it might be easy to digress into arguments of creationism verses evolution [though they are not in competition, and merged they get along quite nicely]. What is most significant about all of these beginnings, of the universe, the world, the creatures, our selves, is that they all have the same beginning and they all have their same ending.

God sees all the creation, from the furthest star to the microbes swimming in the pools of the sea. He knows their days, their purpose, their potential. When the bible says that ‘God saw that it was good.’ That means that God saw not just the creation as with was, but as it would become, as it would transform, and change and struggle and would end. God is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. In God we have our beginnings, and if we deny this, if we push this aside and assume our own way, our own starting place; well we might as well should be trying to run a race by starting facing backwards. 

Sam Keen once wrote that “ I have learned one important thing in my life—how to begin again.” God gives us an amazing start, and impossibly gracious beginning, because we do not start at the bottom, at the back, but we start where the champion, where Jesus the Son of God starts. He took our place and gave us His. Would you really walk away from that?

The pre-Christian philosopher Plato (c. 428–348 b.c.) once wrote that: “The beginning is the most important part of the work.”

 You’ve got to admit that anything that happens, anything we do, or go through, if it doesn’t begin then chances are it never happens. If we can learn to encounter life through its many beginnings and bravely make the impossible first steps we become life’s innovators, invigorators, initiators and inventors. 


It is a matter of moving from facing the day to seizing the day; from getting up to getting going. Christian faith is a new kind of optimism. Helen Keller wrote from her starting place of blindness and said, “Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see the shadow.” If that is the voice of the blind, why aren’t we walking in the light of the Son? In the face of apprehension, loneliness, doubts, when the person of faith faces their days with hope in God, we face the day determined to see what God will do in us and not how we might fail, because God never loses; and in God neither shall we.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 
Condolences – The Pastoral Charge offers it deepest condolences to the Lawson family and their friends as James enters into his great reward. He died shortly after his 101st birthday. The funeral was yesterday afternoon in Beersville. 

Sutherland’s on Vacation Sandy, Marly & the boys will be traveling this week to Newfoundland. Next Sunday is the last service Sandy’s Dad will have in his current of St. Andrew’s “The Kirk” in St. John’s

The Lord’s Supper We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper  each week: May 25th Zion, June 1st St Andrew’s, June 8th St. James, June 15th St. Mark’s.

Memorial Services Looking at dates for Memorial services; all are confirmed July 20th for St. Andrew’s, Aug. 17 for St. Mark’s & Aug 24th for St. James’

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study The Bible study has finished up for the summer, but the materials are available from the church website. www.pccweb.ca/brpc.

Bible School –Bible School has paused till September. Thanks Tanya & Tracy
VBS – July 7th to 11th, 9am to Noon with a curriculum designed by teachers and Rev. Sutherland called God’s Brave people. We will look at the heroes of scripture to discover our heroic purpose in God’s world. Grad school ages, teen helpers needed. Please contact Tanya or Tracy for more information.
Community Food Bank – Think about what you will be planting in your garden. Can you plant extra carrots? Potatoes? Let’s all help with what we have.
Church & yard Clean up – 
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Marilyn, Ruby, John Allison & family, The Lawson Family & the Barnes Family.
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26; ref. Luke 22:19-23]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.
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Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.

Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.

Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.

In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God,

we give you thanks for the peace of this hour, and the blessing we have received in Jesus Christ. We thank you Lord that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s body and blood. Give us the grace to carry his word into the world, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 85 Great is Thy Faithfulness

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On us fall
Next week’s Services

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: Numbers 11:24-30, Psalm 104, Acts 2:1-21, John 20:19-23 

Together we rejoice in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Marilyn, Ruby, John Allison & family, The Lawson Family & the Barnes Family.
Mission Moments Promoting nutrition in Nicaragua Denise Van Wissen’s work as a nutritionist serving with SOYNICA in Nicaragua includes creating resource materials, advising mothers on nutrition, writing project proposals and helping to lead study tours. She recently completed a new resource on nutrition and healthy eating. It builds on an agricultural manual which has become an industry standard used by organizations across Central America to teach small-scale farming families about soil conservation, vegetable gardens, pest management and marketing of produce. The nutritional manual provides a down-to-earth source of practical information, teaching farmers how to transform what they are growing into healthy nutrition for their families. Denise’s ministry is supported through gifts to Presbyterians Sharing.
[image: image5.jpg]



PAGE  
7

