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June 18h 2017 – Pentecost III

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 7 Father, we love you

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 490 God of grace and God of glory

  
    BoP 465

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 100[Pew Bible] 

KJV

NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 706 Come let us sing
 

        BoP 412
Scripture Readings:     OT – Genesis 18:1-15

1And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; 2And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, 3And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: 4Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: 5And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. 6And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 7And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it. 8And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat.
9And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. 10And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? 13And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? 14Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. 15Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh.
KJV

1The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.
3He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord,£ do not pass your servant by. 4Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.”
“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”
6So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs£ of fine flour and knead it and bake some bread.”
7Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree.
9“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.
“There, in the tent,” he said.
10Then the LORD£ said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.”
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my master£ is old, will I now have this pleasure?”
13Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son.”
15Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.”
But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”
NIV
 

 Gospel – Matthew 9:35-10:10

9:35And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 36But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 37Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 38Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.

1And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. 2Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.
5These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 6But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 9Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 10Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat.  

KJV

9:35Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
10:1He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil£ spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.
2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’ 8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,£ drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 9Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts; 10take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep.
NIV
Communion Hymn:  NBoP 121 Now thank we all our God
       BoP 103
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.
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Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Now, receive into your spirits peace that you may go out into the world in peace. Let us Share the peace of Christ.

Sermon: Mission impossible?


What is our response to impossible tasks? A few weeks ago the boys and I set about the task of cleaning up their play area in the house. The idea was to go through the toys and take ones that might not be suitable for our youngest out of the general mix and to make sure that nothing had become seriously broken over time and use. 


We began in hope. When we began there was a bit of a learning curve to really cleaning and organizing, and just moving things around the room until we were tired and sat down and played with them. And then there were the difficulties the boys had. 

There has been a little shouting, and when asked for the millionth time (I could be exaggerating, but then again I could not) “Where does THIS go?”, I may have laughed a little in mirth and exhaustion. In the end there remains a pile of playsets at one end of the room, and general smattering of odd things across the room, and a few items in what I would call, ‘there place’.


Any mission requires the time, energy, material resources and patience to see it through and when you begin before these are in place expect that the mission will stretch out over the whole time it will take to put all the other pieces in place. Now the truth is, some missions need to be started well before everything is in place, they need to take the time of growing patience, developing resources (like the shelves I will have to build) and this might mean a need to pray for miracles.


Abraham and Sarah were on a mission to serve God’s purpose and answer God’s call. They had given their whole lives to the idea, they had given up home and family and gone off to a foreign land. They had given up the best years of their lives – their own child-bearing years – and were past that time, but even when time had run out, it was only then that they were ready to bear the generations that would produce the people of God’s choice; the people who would bear God’s salvation to all the nations of the world.


When presented with the impossible mission, Abraham and Sarah try and reason it out and do something like what God would have them do, but when at last faced with the impossible Sarah laughs. It was not a laugh of derision or scoffing, but an honest laugh of someone who trusted and who trusts still but is simply overcome with the wonder of the impossible. Sarah was past child-bearing years. She was past child bearing years before – it seems – the venture from Ur begins, even though she is still considered very beautiful. 


What is our response to the impossible? 


What do you consider impossible?


 The disciples were told, ‘Go and preach to the town of the countryside.’ Not so impossible. 

“Go and preach the message, ‘The Kingdom of God is near!’ This is a little harder, especially for a group that is ‘in training’, and most not coming from previous careers of preaching, or public speaking, or rhetoric and convincing people of things. Not so impossible though.

But then Jesus says, “. 8Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give” Now, in looking at the list if disciples it does not mention that any one of them was a particularly skilled physician, yet they are being asked to – not just offer healing – but they are being asked to heal the diseases of the day that no one could heal, that we today are still struggling to cope with. In our day and age we have treatments and cures for leprosy, but we should note that often when leprosy is presented in the Bible it is meant to cover the gambit of skin diseases. I t is sort of like saying that every condition that results in a cough is a cold. We have not yet come close to cure in the many different skin diseases that arise in the kinds of sanitary conditions of Jesus time.

“. 8Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give” we still struggle to accomplish these. Raise the dead and cast out demons though. Only in the last century had medicine and science challenged these with any resemblance of results.  But Jesus asks his disciples to do even more, because he sends them out on the mission saying, “Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts; take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff”.

Jesus is saying, like the visitors hinted in Abraham’s tent, ‘Make room for miracles’.

Don’t let money be the only way you make miracles. Don’t let the material resources get in the way of the faith resources that truly bring about change and show the love of God. Think of the things you depend on, day to day. I know some young people – when their cell phones break – they can barely move. 

What is it, and we all have something, that if taken away and asked not to depend on it would stop us in our tracks. Can the church be a church without a bulletin? Without a building? Without money? Without  . . . Some of our struggles over the years have shown that indeed a church is a church without certain things, it is not easy by any means, but it is eye-opening.

What do we depend upon to be the church? Is our first response to look at our resources like money and facility and age and like Sarah to laugh. If the angel of God came to our doorstep this morning and asked this Pastoral Charge to be the driving force of renewed Christian ministry. How many of us would laugh? How many of us just did?

In the closing words of a funeral held this week for Harry Mitchell I quoted Proverbs 3:5 which reads, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart
    and lean not on your own understanding” Much of this wise saying, this whole proverb, is about accepting the miracle that is your place in God’s kingdom.


God has done far more than just given you life, or saving you from sins, but has given you a place and purpose in the salvation of souls and the uplifting of lives. Of extending the miracle of eternal life beyond us and offering a new experience of God’s kingdom to the world.


So, we are off to the towns and villages, for fellowship and for work, but where ever you are going, whatever you are doing Go out in God’s name and carry the miracle of his saving grace with you.  


 . . .

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 479 The church’s one foundation  




BoP 307       
Benediction Romans 5:1-8
Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On Us Fall (to the tune of ‘Man of Sorrows’; BoP172)
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: The family & friends of Paula & of Frank, Everley, Joe, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Paul, Vincent, 

Announcements:  Happy Father’s Day – in celebration of fathers, today we are sharing in a delicious ice cream treat. Enjoy!! 
Session Meeting! Called for June 19th at 7pm, hosted at St. James Church, Beersville. The presbytery ministry committee will be visiting.

VBS –  “In the Garden” Ongoing planning for this summer. We may be changing our time to August 7-11 to accommodate teachers and the minister’s vacation.

Sunday School –There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship. 

Condolences Our prayers are with the family & friends of Mr. Harry Mitchell of South Branch. Services were Thursday from Fairhaven chapel near Salisbury 
Communion We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a part of our worship on Sunday June 11th , Sunday June 18th, & Sunday June 25th 
Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – continuing an Alpha program 6pm for dinner. All are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. The program finishes for this season on June 21st 

Car Wash! – Thank you everyone who came out and supported the children of our community at this year’s car wash!!

Memorial Services – St. Matthew’s Clairville July 23rd, Beersville August 20th, St Mark’s, Bass River August 13th, St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank is seeking donations of juice packs and children’s healthy snacks accepted at church or manse.
Summer Vacation – Rev. Sutherland is talking the first two Sundays in July as Vacation and is looking for supply. Nick Stam is available to come and preach on July 9th. If you have ideas or wish to volunteer please speak to Rev Sutherland 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
[image: image2.wmf]Mission Moments June 20 is World Refugee Day PWS&D is very grateful for the, groups and individuals who helped refugee sponsorship efforts in 2016. Presbyterians were enthusiastic as ever in response to the global refugee crisis by giving for opportunities in Canada. In 2016, 73 sponsorship applications were filed for 244 people, with families from Syria, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Eritrea, Iran, Iraq, Liberia, Pakistan, Burma and Venezuela arriving safely in Canada. We celebrate the compassionate efforts of Presbyterians across Canada who are responding to God’s call to serve and defend the vulnerable and the persecuted. 
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