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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 7 Father, we love you [Glorify your name]

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 441 Can a little child like me

  BoP 566
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 42&43 [Pew Bible] 

1    As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
2    My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?
3    My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God?
4    When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holyday.
5    Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance.
6    O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar.
7    Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.
8    Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life.
9    I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?
10    As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God?
11    Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 706 Come let us sing

  

      BoP 412

Scripture Readings: OT – 1 Kings 19:8-15

8And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God.
9And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah? 10And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 11And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: 12And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. 13And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? 14And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 15And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria {Aram}: 
KJV

3Elijah was afraid£ and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 4while he himself went a day’s journey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.” 5Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep.
All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” 6He looked around, and there by his head was a cake of bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again.
7The angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, “Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you.” 8So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 9There he went into a cave and spent the night.
And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
10He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”
11The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.
Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
14He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”
15The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram {Syria}. 
NIV


                          Epistle – Galatians 3:23-29

 23But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 24Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

25But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 26For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.KJV

23Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 24So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ£ that we might be justified by faith. 25Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.
26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
NIV

Gospel – Luke 8:26-39

26And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes (Garasenes), which is over against Galilee. 

27And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs. 

28When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, “What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not.” 

29(For Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) 

30And Jesus asked him, saying, “What is thy name?” 

And he said, “Legion”: because many devils were entered into him. 31And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. 32And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them. 33Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked. 

34When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city and in the country. 35Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 36They also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of the devils was healed. 
37Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken with great fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again. 38Now the man out of whom the devils were departed besought him that he might be with him: but Jesus sent him away, saying, “39Return to thine own house, and show how great things God hath done unto thee.” 

And he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto him.
KJV

26They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes,£ which is across the lake from Galilee. 27When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29For Jesus had commanded the evil£ spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.
30Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”
“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.
32A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission. 33When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, 35and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 37Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.
38The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.
NIV

Hymn for Communion:  NBoP 543 Here, O my Lord

BoP 342    

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

[image: image1.wmf]Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Now, receive into your spirits peace that you may go out into the world in peace. Let us Share the peace of Christ.

Sermon:  To face the fear

It was in the final days as an elderly man lay dying in his bed, death’s agony was suddenly pushed aside as he smelled the aroma of his favorite homemade chocolate chip cookies wafting up the stairs.
 

Gathering his remaining strength, he lifted himself from the bed. Leaning against the wall, he slowly made his way out of the bedroom, and with intense concentration, supported himself down the stairs, gripping the railing with both hands. In labored breath, he leaned against the doorframe, gazing wide-eyed into the kitchen.
 

There, spread upon the newspapers on the kitchen table, were literally
HUNDREDS of his favorite chocolate chip cookies! Was I heaven? Or was it
one final act of heroic love from his devoted wife, seeing to it that he left
this world a happy man?
 

Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself toward the table, landing on his knees in a rumpled posture, one hand on the edge of the table. The aged and withering hand quivering, made its way to a cookie near the edge of the table; feeling the warm soft dough actually made the pain of his bones subside for a moment. His parched lips parted; the wondrous taste of cookies was already in his mouth; seemingly bringing him back to life.
 

He reached for another cookie. What then, was this sudden stinging that caused his hand to recoil? He looked to see his wife, still holding a spatula she has just used to smack his hand.
 

“Stay out of those cookies!’ she said, “They’re for your funeral!”
But Elijah was awakened in a not so dissimilar fashion, now was he? If the stories of Elijah are to be accepted, what servants of God are called to do  in the face of fearful circumstances is any indication, we are called to engage the world’s fear and our own fear and somehow transcend through it.


Elijah was afraid. The world was out to kill him and he was simply too afraid to keep on going. Fear is exhausting. Elijah ran in his fear until he could go no further, and so he came to a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. Exhausted and alone he laid down to await his own death. That is where the angel of God finds him.


So often when we run to the world, but we do so holding onto faith, we discover we were not simply running form the world of fear, we were running towards God. 

Fear of the dark, fears of the unknown, the fears of the child become the fear of adults; unless we face them.

5-year old Johnny was in the kitchen as his mother made supper. She asked him to go into the pantry and get her a can of tomato soup, but he didn't want to go in alone. 

"It's dark in there and I'm scared." 

She asked again, and he persisted. 

Finally she said, "It's OK--Jesus will be in there with you." 

Johnny walked hesitantly to the door and slowly opened it. He peeked inside, saw it was dark, and started to leave when all at once an idea came, and he said: "Jesus, if you're in there, would you hand me that can of tomato soup?"
How do you face the fear, let’s just start with the dark, without turning on a light.

The Bible tells us, when it comes to the dark place in our lives you must turn on a light that the dark cannot even see. And so the gospel of John nearly begins wit the words “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”

In order to face your fears, in order to face your fears you must put on faith.

Faith does not remove your fear, but faith puts fear into a trap, into a context that means it must prove itself a real threat or disappear forever. 


Today’s gospel reading is set after Jesus had calmed the storm during a voyage across the sea of Galilee, and the disciples themselves all feared for their lives. 

There is an old saying that bears repeating: “Sometimes the Lord calms the storm. Sometimes he lets the storm rage and calms his child.”


While Jesus had calmed the natural world and taken away the fear of it from his disciples, now he takes them to a similar place that God – through his angels took Elijah. Elijah faced his fear of death with faith firmly intact and it allowed him to Go and encounter God in a way no other person could. Elijah - quickened by faith though the midst of fear -  could know that God was not in the fearful earthquake or wind or fire. He did not lose his sense of fear, but his fear gave him purpose and the ability to block out the distractions in order to hear the still small voice of God.


Christ Jesus drives out the demons of fear from the man who had terrorized the villages in the region of the Gerasenes on the east side of the sea of Galilee. Event he nature of the miracle itself evoked the fear of the local herdsmen and townsfolk. It is a devils work that uses fear, and the result for the madman in the tombs of the region was that he fear because of the power of his fear. 


But then something even more fearful happens. What is fearful in this story is not the voice of the demons calling out their name “We are Legion for we are many.” Many of us have heard and overcome - through faith - that voice in our selves as a world of fears threatens to take over our lives. 


There are many fears out there. We have all heard of phobias – the life motivating (or de-motivating) fears that compel or cripple so many, here is an example of just a few of the more outrageous fears people can have: “Peladophobia: fear of baldness and bald people. 

Aerophobia: fear of drafts. 

Porphyrophobia: fear of the color purple. 

Chaetophobia: fear of hairy people. 

Levophobia: fear of objects on the left side of the body. 

Dextrophobia: fear of objects on the right side of the body. 

Auroraphobia: fear of the northern lights. 

Calyprophobia: fear of obscure meanings. 

Thalassophobia: fear of being seated. 

Stabisbasiphobia: fear of standing and walking. 

Odontophobia: fear of teeth. 

Graphophobia: fear of writing in public. 

Phobophobia: fear of being afraid. ” 

These might seem like strange fears, but to the people who have them they are real and make a great deal of sense. We all fear, at some point or another. We are like that, and often our fears are what keep us awake and alert in times of danger, but unfettered, unbridled fear isolates and eventually tears a person’s life apart – as it did for the man among the tombs. 


But Elijah believed through the dark fears he felt coming into his cave at the mountain of God. He believed and transcended fear and began to see, hear and know God in a more clear way, to see his ultimate purpose. 


I know you have fears. You have fears about the future, you have fears about your life, about finances, you have fears about your health. Those fears con cripple you, and even destroy you if you let them [Henry Beecher].

But confront them, use them through faith to be wise and make good decisions. You see that is the difference between ordinary fear and the fear of God. Ordinary fear makes us weak and holds us back, but the fear of God presses us forward. It compels us to look past the worldly limits and engage the things that God would have us do.  


Make your stand with faith in God, for the only fear we need to have is God, because compared to God nothing is really frightening. But the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom, it is the  end of the suffering that the rest of your fears cause.


Consider and reflect, as you seek to be brave in your faith in God, for God and for yourselves and as an example for one another these words of Oswald Chambers “The remarkable thing about fearing God is that when you fear God, you fear nothing else, whereas if you do not fear God, you fear everything else.”
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Ice Cream Fellowship after worship today
Church Cleanup and meeting for Zion West Branch – Saturday July 2nd 

General Assembly – The reports of both Jessie Kelly and Rev. Sutherland are available today.

 Treasurer – The job description for our new Central Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge is now available, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Presbytery – Met this past week for business and the induction of Rev. Glen Sampson. The Bass River Committee is now dissolved. It’s final report is available. 

Session & Managers as well as treasurers, met Wednesday, June 8th , 7pm at St. James with presbytery reps. A calendar of summer events was also produced.

Memorial Services – St. Mark’s Bass River August 14th  St. James’ Beersville August 21st, St Andrew’s Clairville August 28th,

Bible Study – Materials are available on our website or printed copies can be made of past Bible studies by Rev. Sutherland.

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue through the summer bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. 

VBS – Our Vacation Bible School for July 4th –8th is called “Seeds & Sheep” a journey through the parables of Jesus.

Summer Calendar – Events pamphlets are printed an available by the church entrance. Please share these around the community.
Condolences – Committal service was held yesterday for Carmen Fillmore. Our prayers are with family and friends as we remember him with honour and joy
- We extend prayers to the family and friends of Gertrude MacDonald of Kouchibouguac, who passed away last Monday. Her service was Thursday, and the family is thankful for all the support they have received from so many friends. 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 478 The church’s one foundation

   


   BoP 307

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit on us fall
Ice Cream Fellowship after worship today

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments June 20 is World Refugee Day Over the last year, there has been a devastating surge in the number of refugees searching for peace. After five years of bitter violence in Syria, millions of fearful residents have fled. Nisreen and Ahmad are two such people. “Our home used to be paradise,” they lament, remembering a peaceful Syria. The couple found safety in Lebanon, but struggled to afford food. Presbyterian World Service & Development is responding with Canadian Foodgrains Bank by providing food vouchers to refugees in Lebanon. The vouchers Nisreen and Ahmad received helped them purchase groceries and prepare home-cooked meals—restoring the sense of home they lost. On World Refugee Day, we pray that refugees from Syria and around the world will find safe haven. 
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