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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 4

June 24th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

VBS – OverBoard!! – hosted at the Clairville Community Hall; July 2nd to the 6th; 9am to Noon, with a open house BBQ lunch on the 6th for all of us. We are looking for volunteer teachers, some kitchen help with snacks maker/bakers for the children. Please keep this ministry in your prayers. A meeting June 26th.
Communion Sundays – This is our last Sunday for communion until the Autumn. If however you know of someone who would wish home communion please speak to one of your elders to arrange a home visit.
Bible Study: Will be starting up again in September. 

Church Growth Workshops –We will try to continue these chats through the summer. Watch for announcements of BBQs!!

Summer Memorial Services – As we look forward to the memorial services we will be having over the summer there may be some ideas for special music, speakers, and social events that we can have to add to these special homecoming events.  If you have been brain-storming please share your ideas.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  

Call to Worship [overhead]  Refiner’s Fire
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 670 Amazing Grace

  BoP 670
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 124 [selection; BoP 661] 

1    If the LORD had not been on our side— let Israel say—
2    if the LORD had not been on our side when men attacked us,
3    when their anger flared against us, they would have swallowed us alive;
4    the flood would have engulfed us, the torrent would have swept over us,
5    the raging waters would have swept us away.
6    Praise be to the LORD, who has not let us be torn by their teeth.
7    We have escaped like a bird out of the fowler’s snare; the snare has been broken, and we have escaped.
8    Our help is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.
Children’s story – Big problems

Children’s Hymn: songs 119 Higher Ground

Scripture Readings:


            OT – 1 Samuel 17:32-49

32And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine. 33And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. 34And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 35And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 36Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. 37David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with thee. 38And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail. 39And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put them off him.
40And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine. 41And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went before him. 42And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 43And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field. 45Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 46This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give you into our hands.
48And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth. KJV

32David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.”
33Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth.”
34But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”
Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”
38Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head. 39David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them.
“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. 40Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.
41Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 42He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. 43He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44“Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!”
45David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give all of you into our hands.”
48As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. NIV

       Epistle – 2 Corinthians 6:1-13

1We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 2(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) 3Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: 4But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 5In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 6By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 7By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 9As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; 10As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.
11O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. 12Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels. 13Now for a recompense in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also enlarged. KJV

1As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2For he says,
    “In the time of my favor I heard you,
    and in the day of salvation I helped you.”{Isaiah 49:8}
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.
3We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
11We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. 12We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 13As a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also.
NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 375 Fairest Lord Jesus
BoP 232
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 4:35-41

35And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 36And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships. 37And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 38And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 39And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 41And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? KJV

35That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 36Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”
39He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.
40He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
41They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”
NIV
Sermon: Accepting bigger answers

It could have been just about any problem, something that crept up, or a problem that just sprang out of the blue, but whatever the trouble was it drove you to your knees, it bowed your head in prayer, it made you turn to God and offer the very human, very real, very much everybody’s prayer. HELP!!!

It was ‘Help!’ that the people cried in Egypt, and God sent them Moses. And Moses not only brought them freedom, but also the law and a new land. It was ‘Help!’ that the people cried when they were oppressed by nation states around them, and the mighty Philistine giant took to the field in mocking, and God sent them David; who brought with him not only conquest over these oppressive nations, but a dynasty and a legacy of wisdom and governance that is still modeled in society today.


And for all the ages since we as a creation fell into the corruption of sin, and have strive against the problems of evil, in our fear and our pride we have tried not to cry out, but in our desperation we must and do at last cry out . . . ‘Help!’ . . . and so God sent his only begotten, God’s own Son. We have been given Jesus, the answer to our cry for help as much as he was the answer to the generation of people with whom he walked and talked and preach and healed. Jesus came as your answer to all those cries for ‘Help!’.


But just like it was with Moses, and just like it was with David, Jesus is not a simple answer to just those things you are willing to deal with. No Jesus is the way, the truth and the life for all those things you might be putting off dealing with as well. You might cry to Jesus to help you in a time of grief or sadness, but do you feel the Lord’s presence in your revelry and celebration afterwards? 


Salvation is a bigger thing than just getting the holes in our lives filled up so we can be comfortable facing some of our mistakes. Jesus didn’t come to save you just from those sins you want to admit to, or even just those sins you don’t want anyone to ever know about. Jesus came to save you from all your sins and, here is the big answer, to bring you to be with him forever.


When Israel; when God’s whole nation went into exile and captivity in Babylon and Syria, they once again cried out for salvation. The words of the prophets Jeremiah and Isaiah echo for us their desperation and distress, and I think we are coming to the point again when we as a faith realize what it was like for God’s people. They had watched their nation be conquered, they had watched all of their religious iconic structures burned, broken and destroyed, and they had watched not only a foreign enemy come in and do all of things, but they had witnessed how the crumbling of faith had happened within themselves.


The cry that Paul quotes in his second letter to the Corinthians arises from a declaration about God’s salvation. This salvation is something that will to the people of Israel, to the Jews, but will come not only for the purpose of their salvation but for the salvation of everyone, of every land and nation.


Salvation has been wrongly understood when we say, ‘My salvation’, or ‘our salvation’. God’s salvation for us in Christ is more about the salvation of ‘them’ & ‘Those’, than about ‘me’ and ‘us’ alone.


You may have heard the story of the Judge, who in looking at the accused and the fine that was before the person He had just found guilty, then leaves the judges seat comes down and then goes to the court clerk and pays the fine for the person he just found guilty person’s behalf. That seem to be a grand image of what Christ Jesus does, but what scripture tells us is that salvation in Christ is like that, but truthfully what Christ came to do was to pay the price and bring about salvation for every guilty party in the docket, not just for a day, or a year, but for every case that comes before that heavenly throne. Christ came to save all.  


David did not stand and face the impossible foe simply because his own family and friends were involved, but to save the entire nation. His motivation was God’s will, and not the will of his brothers, or his friends. 


Jesus came that all may be saved, that all might know the joy of salvation, and that the good news about their salvation might come to where they are. It is our duty as Christians, in honouring Christ with our lives, to not be content with having the good news here in this place, but to each of us go out and share it.


It is that good news that we celebrate at this table. We celebrate at Christ’s invitation to come and have the storm of our sin and doubt and fear quieted. We have gone through life too long trying to make our way through the storm on our own, to make our salvation our own salvation, on our own terms. You can’t turn off the storm of sin that rages about you, neither can you quiet the pain of your own sin in your heart, but Christ Jesus is with you, is with all who suffer the pains of their own sin. Christ is with us and ready to stand in our midst, and direct our course, and uplift our lives, and even quiet the storm that threatens to turns us into the seas of chaos.


It is not that you will be saved, it is that you are being saved, even now. For Christ has come and is coming again. 


Come to the Lord’s table today with joy and thanks giving, in the forgiveness and salvation from our sins and the storm of sins that swirl around us, for with Christ we shall not be overcome. Rejoice. Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper [Communion]

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

[image: image2.wmf]Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God,

[image: image3.wmf]we give you thanks for the peace of this hour, and the blessing we have received in Jesus Christ. We thank you Lord that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s body and blood. Give us the grace to carry his word into the world, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen
Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 665 Lord Jesus you shall be my song as I journey

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 
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You would no think a job could be any
easier than being the weatherman living
in a desert.. but did he predict rainz NOO!
The Flood.. from another perspective.



Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Mission Moments Supporting Farmers in Afghanistan After years of protracted conflict, drought and the destruction of farmland and irrigation canals, farmers in Afghanistan are finding hope for the future. PWS&D is working through local partners to alleviate food shortages, transform lives and create opportunities for farmers in to break free from poverty. “I am very happy and appreciate this help,” said Gulzaralam after he received an agricultural package with high quality seeds and fertilizer to help boost his crops. Without this program his land would go uncultivated and his family hungry. 

CANADA YOUTH: Hands-on mission Presbyterians Sharing supports the Mission Track program of Canada Youth, which offers a chance to learn more about mission at our National Youth Conference, held every 3 years at Brock University in St. Catharines. Participants take part in a hands-on mission experience, are educated on how The Presbyterian Church in Canada does mission, and join together to form a small community united in serving and living out Christ’s call to discipleship. This week-long program is an excellent experience for the young people of our denomination who think they would like to become more involved in mission in the future.
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