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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  Summer Events Calendar Please pick up and share the information in this years events calendar. The will also be in local businesses. 

VBS – There will be a planning meeting after the minister returns. “In the Garden” August 7th to 11th for children of all ages, no charge.

Memorial Services – St. Matthew’s Clairville July 23rd, Beersville August 20th, St Mark’s, Bass River August 13th, St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th, Harcourt tba
Sunday School –There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Communion We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a part of our worship on Sunday June 11th and Sunday June 18th and today in Bass River.
Summer Vacation – Rev. Sutherland is talking the first two Sundays in July for Vacation and is looking for supply for next Sunday. If you have ideas or wish to volunteer please speak to Rev Sutherland ASAP. Mr. Nick Stam is here on the 9th   

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   

Recognition of the Nation and Prayer

This nation was born of many people who sought for new life - in ancient times and in modern times – striving for freedom from persecution, from inequality, and from tyranny. Canada is built of people who draw together in crises and in celebration. It is made rich by learning from those who come before us, who had down traditions of both this land and foreign lands; weaving together a nation of all peoples.

Today, in this service, we rejoice in the way this nation reflects the best in Christian values of fellowship and the sharing of peace and we recognize that we have much to continue to do, to share in our continued life in this nation, as we live as Canadians and we serve as Christians. And so we pray for the nation in which we live, that it might remain strong, peaceful, free and promoting these same values throughout the world as we all seek to draw closer to God.

Let us Pray:


Lord our God, Who governs all nations and makes new nations amidst the growth of our humanity, You speak to each culture in its distinction and through similarities that bind the human heart as one. We celebrate this heart as it beats in the rhythm of life in this nation.


You have spoken to this nation, and we listen. We celebrate the beauty of your creation that surrounds us in this wonderful land. We rejoice in the wonder of human love as you bring so many different people together to work together and set examples of peace and understanding before the world. We hear our calling to be great, and in that greatness display your great love to the world.


Forgive us when we do not act as the nation you call us to be. When we are racist, and bigoted, when we forget the needs of neighbours and place harsh and unfair labels on one another, and blanket our understanding of the past with prejudice, show us truth. Help us to accept our imperfection, admit our hurts and mistakes, and be washed clean from the sins of our past.


In grace may we move forward into a new and beautiful future that your eye can already. May this nation and its peoples continue to be blessed and to offer hope and blessing to the world. And in the centuries that lay before us may this nation of villages be one great village of your own blessed children.  


In Christ’s name we pray for this nation. Amen

Let us raise our voices together as we share our national Anthem, 

Please stand with me.

National Anthem – NBoP 833 BoP 596  O Canada

Royal Anthem -              NBoP 834 BoP 597 God Save the Queen

Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 4 Be still and know

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 85 Great is Thy faithfulness
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 69 [Pew Bible] 



1    Save me, O God,
    for the waters have come up to my neck.
2    I sink in the miry depths,
    where there is no foothold.
    I have come into the deep waters;
    the floods engulf me.
3    I am worn out calling for help;
    my throat is parched.
    My eyes fail,
    looking for my God.
4    Those who hate me without reason
    outnumber the hairs of my head;
    many are my enemies without cause,
    those who seek to destroy me.
    I am forced to restore
    what I did not steal.
5    You know my folly, O God;
    my guilt is not hidden from you.
6    May those who hope in you
    not be disgraced because of me,
    O Lord, the LORD Almighty;
    may those who seek you
    not be put to shame because of me,
    O God of Israel.
7    For I endure scorn for your sake,
    and shame covers my face.
8    I am a stranger to my brothers,
    an alien to my own mother’s sons;
9    for zeal for your house consumes me,
    and the insults of those who insult you fall on me.
10    When I weep and fast,
    I must endure scorn;
11    when I put on sackcloth,
    people make sport of me.
12    Those who sit at the gate mock me,
    and I am the song of the drunkards.
13    But I pray to you, O LORD,
    in the time of your favor;
    in your great love, O God,
    answer me with your sure salvation.
14    Rescue me from the mire,
    do not let me sink;
    deliver me from those who hate me,
    from the deep waters.
15    Do not let the floodwaters engulf me
    or the depths swallow me up
    or the pit close its mouth over me.
16    Answer me, O LORD, out of the goodness of your love;
    in your great mercy turn to me.
17    Do not hide your face from your servant;
    answer me quickly, for I am in trouble.
18    Come near and rescue me;
    redeem me because of my foes.
19    You know how I am scorned, disgraced and shamed;
    all my enemies are before you.
20    Scorn has broken my heart
    and has left me helpless;
    I looked for sympathy, but there was none,
    for comforters, but I found none.
21    They put gall in my food
    and gave me vinegar for my thirst.
22    May the table set before them become a snare;
    may it become retribution and£ a trap.
23    May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see,
    and their backs be bent forever.
24    Pour out your wrath on them;
    let your fierce anger overtake them.
25    May their place be deserted;
    let there be no one to dwell in their tents.
26    For they persecute those you wound
    and talk about the pain of those you hurt.
27    Charge them with crime upon crime;
    do not let them share in your salvation.
28    May they be blotted out of the book of life
    and not be listed with the righteous.
29    I am in pain and distress;
    may your salvation, O God, protect me.
30    I will praise God’s name in song
    and glorify him with thanksgiving.
31    This will please the LORD more than an ox,
    more than a bull with its horns and hoofs.
32    The poor will see and be glad—
    you who seek God, may your hearts live!
33    The LORD hears the needy
    and does not despise his captive people.
34    Let heaven and earth praise him,
    the seas and all that move in them,
35    for God will save Zion
    and rebuild the cities of Judah.
    Then people will settle there and possess it;
36    the children of his servants will inherit it,
    and those who love his name will dwell there.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 119 Higher Ground
Scripture Readings:   OT – Genesis 21:8-21

8The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast. 9But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, 10and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.”
11The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. 12But God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring£ will be reckoned. 13I will make the son of the maidservant into a nation also, because he is your offspring.”
14Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the desert of Beersheba.
15When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. 16Then she went off and sat down nearby, about a bowshot away, for she thought, “I cannot watch the boy die.” And as she sat there nearby, she£ began to sob.
17God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. 18Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.”
19Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink.
20God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an archer. 21While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.
                             Epistle – Romans 6:1-11

1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with,£ that we should no longer be slaves to sin—7because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.
8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
  Gospel – Matthew 10:32-39

32“Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 33But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.
34“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to turn
    “‘a man against his father,
    a daughter against her mother,
    a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—
36    a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’£
37“Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
Hymn for Illumination:  BoP 232 Fairest Lord Jesus
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.
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Jesus Saves



Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Now, receive into your spirits peace that you may go out into the world in peace. Let us Share the peace of Christ.

Sermon: Keeping a nation 

What have we been asking God to do when we say the words, “God Keep our Land, Glorious and Free!”

It is a bit of a relative term in our day and age. Our glory as a nation is not the same citizen to citizen. Perhaps this was never our reality, but we once believed in a certain glory for our nation, and our nation’s identity. 


In our identity as Canadians, on this the Sunday before our celebration of a 150 years since confederation, have discovered in our freedom a sense of glory while God has kept this land.


Whether we are meeting at our communion table or at our supper table, in our board rooms or at the long boards of legislature or parliament, we gather in a family sense in the midst of this vast village to encounter an identity of purpose and calling, the vocation of being Canadian – that makes who we are more than distinct, but inspiring to all nations of the world. 


A great part of who we all are as Canadians is that we do come together and in crisis, or in celebration, we seek for a common goodness and a common sense of well being. And while we may have the reputation of being a friendly nation we still argue, debate and continue to disagree and hold up disagreements and protests, in the same loving atmosphere that Jesus shared among his followers who he himself said, ““Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to turn “‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 36    a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’” 


The disagreements about our identity as Canadians, and what this nation exists to do, and who we are as Christians in Canada [you will note the name of our denomination is not the Presbyterian Church of Canada, but in Canada, and that is for good reason]. These things are the ongoing discussion that happens among us. It is important to seek God’s will in our struggles and debates, otherwise we will ‘go on sinning’ as our reading from Romans challenges us.


When we pray in our national anthem, “God keep our land, glorious and free.”,  we are asking God to watch over us and secure us that in our freedom we might – through the freedom of debate, discipline and discovery – through the sacrifice, humility and great honest we are known for; we be like Israel was, and draw the nations of the world together in peace and love by being an example of the very best of what it means to be both Christian and Canadian. 
May God continue to bless this nation, for another one hundred and fifty years and for generations yet to share the freedom and hope that we know. Amen 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 403 Amazing Grace 

Benediction (Epistle – 2 Corinthians 13:11-13)
Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe,  Kirk W., Neil Ryan, Maxine, Paul, Juanita, Aaron, this summer’s VBS, our graduates

[image: image2.wmf]  Mission Moments:  Finding her voice Shumaila, a timid 16-year-old from Afghanistan, dreamed of having the confidence to work in politics and guide the peaceful development of her country. One day, her school’s principal announced that a summer camp offering training on human rights, leadership and public speaking would be starting shortly. The camp, supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development, lasted four days but changed Shumaila’s life forever. “I became confident and developed knowledge on politics and the rights of women and children,” she shares proudly. In a mock election, Shumaila was voted president—but she won more than just a title. “It was during the election campaign that I got the confidence required to deliver speeches in public.”With this support, Shumaila participates in school activities and voices her opinions at community events.
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