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June 26th 2016 – Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & National Recognition (Prayer for the Nation)

Canada Recognition – Prayer for the Nation

This nation was born of many people who sought for new life, for freedom from persecution and from tyranny, it has been built by people who draw together in crises and in celebration. Today, in this service, we rejoice in the way this nation reflects the best in Christian values of fellowship and the sharing of peace and we recognize that we have much to continue to do, to share in our continued life in this nation, as we live as Canadians and we serve as Christians. And so we pray for the nation in which we live, that it might remain strong, peaceful, free and promoting these same values throughout the world as we all seek to draw closer to God.

Let us Pray:


Lord our God, Who governs all nations and yet has made each nation, each culture it holds distinct and 

Let us raise our voices together as we share our national Anthem, 

Please stand with me.

National Anthem BoP 596  O Canada

Royal Anthem BoP 597  God save the Queen
Call to Worship  A&D 14 Jesus, name above all names

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 83 Great is Thy faithfulness

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 16 [Pew Bible] 


Sheila Ryan
1    Keep me safe, O God,
    for in you I take refuge.
2    I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;
    apart from you I have no good thing.”
3    As for the saints who are in the land,
    they are the glorious ones in whom is all my delight.£
4    The sorrows of those will increase
    who run after other gods.
    I will not pour out their libations of blood
    or take up their names on my lips.
5    LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup;
    you have made my lot secure.
6    The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
    surely I have a delightful inheritance.
7    I will praise the LORD, who counsels me;
    even at night my heart instructs me.
8    I have set the LORD always before me.
    Because he is at my right hand,
    I will not be shaken.
9    Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
    my body also will rest secure,
10    because you will not abandon me to the grave,£
    nor will you let your Holy One£ see decay.
11    You have made£ known to me the path of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence,
    with eternal pleasures at your right hand.
Children’s story – Symbols of Canada

What do you find in just about every community in the country? 

Children’s Hymn: songs 119 Higher ground
Memorial – Remembering Carolyn Spencer – 


Olive Ward

Scripture Readings: 
OT – 1 Kings 19:15-21  


Willah Ryan

15The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.”
19So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him. 20Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother good-by,” he said, “and then I will come with you.”
“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”
21So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his attendant.


Epistle – Galatians 5:13-25 


Toby Daigle
13You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
16So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.
19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 232 Fairest Lord Jesus  
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 9:51-62 


Crystal Albert
51As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them£?” 55But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56and£ they went to another village.
57As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”
58Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
59He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
60Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family.”
62Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”
Sermon: Hand to the plow . . .

Describing the character of a faithful Christian, 15th century theologian Thomas a Kempis wrote: “A pure, honest, and stable spirit is not distracted by a lot of activity. He does everything to honour God and is at rest within himself. He seeks to be free from all selfishness.”


The line in our reading today that seems to cause the most controversy is Jesus response to the man who says to Jesus, “First let me go and bury my father.”


Jesus response seems heartless, especially at first glance and this would not be the ‘normal response that we would expect from any loving  or good person, as Jesus says “Let the dead bury their own dead . . .”


If I was to ever put that kind of imperative on anyone I am pretty confident in the type, tone and pretty well the wording of the response I would get. Is Jesus really being so rude?


This week has seen some interesting news from England, and so I thought I would include a sermon illustration from Britain, and from the British parliament at that: “Neil Marten, a member of the British Parliament, was once giving a group of his constituents a guided tour of the Houses of Parliament. During the course of the visit, the group happened to meet Lord Hailsham, then lord chancellor, wearing all the regalia of his office. Hailsham recognized Marten among the group and cried, "Neil!" Not daring to question or disobey the "command," the entire band of visitors promptly fell to their knees! ”


Jesus request in not for people to prostrate themselves before him, but to simply follow him and in Jesus asking there is a commandment to what he says. In trying to apologize for Jesus, some fluffier theologians have suggested that the father being spoken of was perhaps not even dead, or even that old, or sick or anything, and that the man’s response to Jesus call is just an excuse, a poor one, and something that Jesus is calling him on. Jesus is not saying, ‘Would you like to, if you don’t mind, if it is at all convenient, if I could interrupt your regularly schedule programming for just a minute.’


In the same way the next stanza of this story as Jesus responds to the person who wants to bid fair well to his family, who then are presumed not to be immediately there, but are home somewhere else. There is no need to presume that, they could be right there, in town, the same space as this is going on.


I would like for you, in this coming week, to engage in a little self-observation. I want you to watch and make a note of how often you say to someone, ‘just let me (do something else)’. I am not asking you to discover that you actually do this, because everybody does this, but I hope you will see if this is frequent, or if you respond this way as your first response to a given situation or request. Most of all I want you to take a moment from time to time and reflect how often you are saying this to God in some way, in the request and responsibilities that God has put on your faith, and in the practice of your faith, and the way that you follow Christ.

Frances J Roberts, was a song-writer and book author, and when it came to getting things done she was a go-get-it-done kind of lady, and in one inspirational quote she said: “God has other work for you, and it waits only the completion of the present task.”


Further to this she also said “Do not walk in the path of human reason, and resist the pressures that would project you into conjectures about the future. Live one day at a time! Simply striving to bring joy to your Father’s heart is enough to keep you occupied. For you know that He loves you, and you will find your peace as you rest in Him.”


In our reading from the letter of Paul to the church in Galatia, we find Paul teaching even criticizing the Church to listen for and more true follow the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. I think one of the biggest difficulty that Christians have in following God’s will is once we recognize God’s presence in ourselves than where do we go from there, and what do we do from that moment. 

It’s about as simple a thing as loving your neighbour, and not just that neighbour you’ve enjoyed and always gotten along with, but that neighbour that you just cannot stand, and who has a yard so messy that they make your yard look bad. Love your neighbour as you love yourself as your first step of faith, and do not retreat to what is comfortable. God gave you that neighbour for a reason.


Billy Graham once put it this way: “ God will hold us responsible as to how well we fulfill our responsibilities to this age and take advantage of our opportunities.”


How often do we see trouble in our lives, or even in the lives of others, as opportunities? I know for a lot of people the only time that the minister is called is when there is trouble. There have been many times where the open door through which I am able to reach out with God’s blessing is in times of trouble, and I am not unlike anyone else, in that I am cringing in fear and uncertainty inside myself. 


If you are ever unsure about who needs to hear the gospel of Christ Jesus from you, just think about who is having a hard time, or who is in trouble, and you have discovered where you need to go in order to follow Christ. Christ is already there, holding them and comforting them and getting them ready to hear what you, the church, this congregation, has to say, has to share. You can share the gospel in ways that I cannot. You are from here, you are already inserted and in place in people’s lives.  


But I also want you to be ready, because as much as I am telling this to you, I am also saying to other people who are your neighbours as well. You will be given a chance to serve when you follow Christ, but you also have to be open to people coming into your life in answer to God’s call on them. You may know them, others will surprise you. 

Here is an example: “A pastor was at the church when she received a phone call that her daughter was very sick with a fever. She left the church building and stopped by the pharmacy to get some medication. She got back to her car and found that she had locked her keys in the car. She didn't know what to do, so she called home and told the baby sitter what had happened. The baby sitter told her that the fever was getting worse. She said, "You might find a coat hanger and use that to open the door."
The pastor looked around and found an old rusty coat hanger that had been left on the ground, possibly by someone else who at some time had locked their keys in their car. She looked at the hanger and said, "I don't know how to use this." She bowed her head and asked God to send her help. Within five minutes a beat up old motorcycle pulled up, with a dirty, greasy, bearded man who was wearing an old biker skull rag on his head.

The pastor thought, "This is what you sent to help me?" But, she was desperate, so she was also very thankful. The man got off of his cycle and asked if he could help. She said, "Yes, my daughter is very sick. I stopped to get her some medication and I locked my keys in my car. I must get home to her. Please, can you use this hanger to unlock my car?" He said, "Sure." He walked over to the car, and in less than a minute the car was open. She hugged the man and through her tears she said, "Thank You So Much! You are a very nice man."

The man replied, "Lady, I am not a nice man. I just got out of prison today. I was in prison for car theft and have only been out for about an hour." The pastor hugged the man again and with sobbing tears cried out loud, "Oh, Thank you God! You even sent me a Professional!"

We all struggle with this, and at the very least I am saying to you and perhaps reminding myself too, don’t give up struggling with this. We struggle, but we need to remember that God calls only the best. I have rooms in my house and half my garage dedicated to things I have set aside that I need to get finished, there is a backup on my visiting list, and there are days I find myself saying, Lord just give me five more minutes so I can at least get the dishes done. In the Lord’s house are many unfinished rooms for unfinished people, and as Christ has gone to prepare a place for you so the Holy Spirit is getting you ready through the way you will serve God and be able to celebrate that reward that waits for you through Christ.  


God would rather all of us having dishes soaking in the sink than miss an opportunity to share the Good News with someone. God’s not going to take you out of your way in order for you to do this, though you may be drawn away from the path you were following; when you follow Christ you are enabled, encouraged, yes even commanded to be on the journey that will at last call you, no matter where you will roam, back home to be with God, where you will have rest and joy in everything God has asked you to do with the live he’s given you.

Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession – Grads, those with chronic illness, those recently diagnosed, those who serve us and those we are called to serve

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Tom M., Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Warren, the congregations of St. James Newcastle & St. Stephen’s Sunny Corner, Marilyn, Pamela, Paul, our graduates
Announcements:  Today’s Memorial – St. Mark’s, Bass River and the Ryan family remember Carolyn Spenser, our sister in Christ  

General Assembly – The reports of both Jessie Kelly and Rev. Sutherland are available today.

Memorial Services – St. Mark’s Bass River August 14th  St. James’ Beersville August 21st, St Andrew’s Clairville August 28th,

Treasurer – A job description for a new Central Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge is now available, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Bible Study –Are being planned for the fall. Please speak with Rev. Sutherland, Bev Dunn, or Jen Beers about ideas 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. 

VBS – Our Vacation Bible School for July 4th –8th is called “Seeds & Sheep” a journey through the parables of Jesus.
Summer Calendar – Events pamphlets are printed and available by the church entrance. Please share these around the community.
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Session We will hold our next meeting in August to prepare for the fall.  

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 403 Amazing Grace 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit on us fall
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments:  An international presence of peace Presbyterians Sharing recently supported Diane Tait-Katerberg and the Rev. Gordon Timbers for three months as they participated in the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), a program of the World Council of Churches. EAPPI is supporting both Israelis and Palestinians who are affected by the occupation, violence and human rights abuses. An international presence of peace advocates helps diffuse tense situations and encourages both Israelis and Palestinians working together for peace and human dignity. To date, six Presbyterians have served with the EAPPI in different placements. Please pray for those who work for peace in Palestine and Israel. 
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