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ORDER OF SERVICE

Session meeting: Greeter

Readers

Meeting

Clairville - Scotty Daryl Fillmore – a talk with Adam & Melissa required.

Welcome   

Call to Worship A&D  20 Spirit of the Living God

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 508 All the way my Saviour leads me
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 19 [BoP 622] 

Children’s story – Helping Eyes . . { how do we see what we see, communion is more than bread and juice}

Children’s Hymn: BoP 468 The wise may bring their learning

Scripture Readings:

            OT – Daniel 8:1-19

1In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after the one that had already appeared to me. 2In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam; in the vision I was beside the Ulai Canal. 3I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later. 4I watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the south. No animal could stand against him, and none could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became great.
5As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. 6He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and charged at him in great rage. 7I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against him; the goat knocked him to the ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue the ram from his power. 8The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven.
9Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in power to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. 10It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them. 11It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low. 12Because of rebellion, the host of the saints and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground.
13Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, “How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?”
14He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated.”
15While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there before me stood one who looked like a man. 16And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision.”
17As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell prostrate. “Son of man,” he said to me, “understand that the vision concerns the time of the end.”
18While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my feet.
19He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end. 

        Epistle – Galatians 1:1-12
1Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead—2and all the brothers with me,
To the churches in Galatia:
3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—7which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 9As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!
10Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.
11I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up. 12I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 474 Take my life and let it be

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 6:39-49

39He also told them this parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.
41“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 42How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
43“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. 45The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.
46“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 48He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.”
Sermon: Concerning ‘the end’

The film strip flapped its last ‘flip, flip, flip’ as the movie ended and the house lights just started to ebb from their slumber like a false dawn awakening us from the fantasy escape into some imagined place and time, and the fellowship of audience began to break apart and drift off into the night to find our cars and our own odyssey home.


Among the French, the simple elegance of simply ‘Fin’ adorns our screens as programs and movies come to their conclusion. The French, as in many other Latin languages, this final screen does not announce the definite “The End’ but ‘an End’; as if there could be other ends; this is just one ending, one conclusion – there may be more, more endings and therefore more stories. 


The difference is that some people are looking for the story to end all stories.


What God offers us in Christ is not an end, but The End. We convince ourselves that there must be some other end than the one God has laid out for us, without ever having seen what waits for us at the end. Like the apostle John & the prophet Daniel , we can be those who race ahead and come back to encourage the world around us just what the end looks like. 

We are an End focused people of faith. We can get caught up with, even distracted with, how God is doing all this, we get caught up by creation and often miss out on the message God the creator has left, marked and stamped, into the many elements in God’s creation. 

In the science of physics, students and scientists are remodeling our understanding of the universe through fields of quantum mechanics that indicate that while we are not in the middle of our own galaxy, we are situated in better proximity to the centre of the universe. We are learning just how vast the universe really is, and still the same science is offering us an understanding of just how precious every part, every morsel of matter truly is. 

This is one vision, but it is one vision that is directing a great deal of what the human race is doing in our present time, in the this day and age. 

We often view the visions of the prophets as the ‘hokey’ part of the Christian religion. We can handle the stories of Daniel so long as he is finding a way out of the lion’s den, witnessing his friends survive the fiery furnace or even interpreting the illusive drams of kings and princes. Getting into the prophetic visions of Daniel is something different altogether. 

Much of our science is dedicated to explaining the world as it is, and as it was. Scientists critically and carefully examine and analyze the world from its smallest structures even down to objects that cannot be measured or yet detected by our contemporary devices. Following each building step along the road to encompassing all of creation, all the sciences branch into the many types of landscapes, creatures, worlds and heavenly stars – each adding their part to the understanding we are growing together to share about our existence. We are building a vision. 

It is in many ways fair to compare the prophets and priests of ancient times to today’s scientists; and this is somewhat ironic given the arguable distance between science and religion in our day and age. But the truth is, these two are meant to be in fellowship because they seek the same thing: to understand the world, the universe, and to share that understanding that we might all know our place and purpose in the midst of it.

Daniels visions are a revelation in the midst of a changing world. There were technical advances, development in language and literature, a growth in international trade, and extensive new world view as frontiers were expanded and political bodies fought over important natural resources, water being chief among them. 

This vision described in chapter eight is significant in that it is the kind of faith-vision that is not simply explaining today or the past, but it is announcing what is coming both immediately, yet introducing a yet unforeseen time distant in the unknown future. 

It is important for God’s people to feel that God has plans. Perhaps we are not emphasizing that enough within the church. God has plans for us. Not in who we should have been, or what we think we should be, but there is a vision for the church that lies beyond what we have achieved today.   

This week our denomination is conducting a time of discerning this very thing. Two days ago I was singing ‘Be Thou my Vision’ within the General Assembly of the church as it opened this session of meetings with worship. Just as Daniel was seeing the political turn moil that would fall upon God’s people as they returned to the region of Jerusalem.

The political scene was already laid out and Daniel would have access to detailed political information through is roll in the king’s court. 

He would know the movement of Persians, Medians, Egyptians, and the Greeks & Macedonians. In Daniel’s vision he stands beside the Ulai Canal;  a sign of industry, commerce, providence. And from that standing place he sees out into the world and offers a description of all the political turmoil and intrigue that was forming around the known world. 

We are told that this vision however, is not simply about the turmoil and socio-political changes of that one day and age. Verses 17 & 19 tell us that the vision is also concerned – perhaps chiefly concerned with the ‘end times’.

Eschatology is the part of the studies in Christian faith the focus on ‘the end times – or from the Greek the eschaton. And while the name for what this is called might not be something we use every day, we do think about the end times – whether our own or the world or the universe’s end all the time.

Today’s movie culture has lately been offering a number  of epic block busters, based on the idea of an eschaton, these apocalyptic or post-apocalyptic stories of finding purpose and survival. They are interesting because these secular films – most of them – pick up a lot of the themes and imagery of the ‘end time’ writing we find in the writings of the major end minor prophets; especially in their presentation of how the world will come to an end and God’s purpose and promise for his people in the midst of it.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of Communion – The Lord’s Supper

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

[image: image1.wmf]Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God,

[image: image2.jpg]


we give you thanks for the peace of this hour, and the blessing we have received in Jesus Christ. We thank you Lord that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s body and blood. Give us the grace to carry his word into the world, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 379  We have heard a joyful sound

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Announcements: 

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
100th Birthday Party– Today !! Honouring James Lawson’s 100 years on June 2nd hosted at the Greenwood Lodge, 2-4pm; on June 9th James will be honoured at St. James, Beersville during the morning worship.
Bible School– Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville 

Next week the children will take special leadership in the worship service hosted in Beersville and also be a part of celebration on Father’s Day in Clairville.

Clairville Clean-Up day St Andrews clean up day will be will be June 8th 9am
Hymn Sing - May 26th 7pm at Grangeville Baptist 

Benefit breakfast – June 1st to help Paul Scofield; Thank you all who came out! 

Fundraiser – Ross Agnew Memorial Ball Tournament supporting the scholarship trusted in his name. Thanks to all who attended and participated!

Presbytery Visits - Bass River/West Branch June 6th 
Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 

Joint Session- a meeting of the joint session will occur the 12th of June at ______
Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: The Mourant & Fillmore families and Jono’s circle of friends, Raymond Fahey, Savannah Arsenault-Symes, Percy, Carmen, Brandon Reid, Cathy, Bill, Brent Young, Orga, 
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
[image: image3.wmf]Mission: General Assembly: Many people, one church Every year, Presbyterians Sharing brings together commissioners from congregations across Canada – to participate in General Assembly, the highest decision-making body of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Assembly sets direction for the mission and ministry that we do together. It considers and responds to overtures received from sessions, presbyteries and synods and appeals forwarded by lower courts. When needed, matters may be referred to congregations, sessions, presbyteries and synods for study and response or action. GA is a time of fellowship where friendships are renewed or begun, relationships are built, and we gather together as one church.
