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ACTS 2 FLAMING TONGUES AND HEADS PICANTE
9 out of 10 pentecostals choose Acts 2 as their
picante hot sauce O 2%
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 1 – General Assembly Sunday

June 3rd  2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Communion Sundays – Through the month of June

June 3rd St. Mark’s, June 10th Zion, June 17th St Andrew’s, June 24th St James’
Bible Study: Will having a fun filled fellowship time to round up this latest season of study on the evening of Friday, June 15th. You will be kept posted on the planning of this event. 

Summer Memorial Services – As we look forward to the memorial services we will be having over the summer there may be some ideas for special music, speakers, and social events that we can have to add to these special homecoming events.  If you have been brain-storming please share your ideas.

Congratulations are extended to Jessie and Ashley in their recent marriage. Jesse is the son of Ross & Connie, grandson of Alfred Fillmore.

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Church Growth Workshops – This past week we held a workshop introduction and had a lovely discussion. We will continue these chats through the summer. Watch for announcements of BBQs!!

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Call to Worship  Shine Jesus Shine
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 508 All the way my Saviour leads me

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 19 [BoP 622] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 468 The wise may bring their learning
Scripture Readings: 


            OT – Exodus 3:1-15

1Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”
4When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”
5“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
7The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
11But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
12And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”
13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
14God said to Moses, “I am who I am” This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
15God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.

       Epistle – Romans 8:12-17

12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship And by him we cry, “Abba Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 474 Take my life and let it be
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 3:1-12

1Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 2Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. 3Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.”
4Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they remained silent.
5He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. 6Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.
7Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from Galilee followed. 8When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon. 9Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people from crowding him. 10For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him. 11Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 12But he gave them strict orders not to tell who he was.
Sermon: Not assumed, but consumed

Assumptions are dangerous things. I think we all know or have heard what happens when we assume. If you have not heard the common turn of phrase around assuming whisper to your neighbours today or in the next few days – “what was the minister referring to when he said that thing about assuming?’ and I am sure you will get an answer you will enjoy and remember.


Because assumptions are dangerous, as they are foolish, they are a sign of a lazy spirit and also a self-righteously proud spirit. While presumptions are an open admission of guessing what a certain result is with admitting that, while never having seen the whole story, or understanding all the information, assumption is based on seeming to have seen and known the important information without real ever having done so. Assuming is a shot-in-the-dark, a dangerous road, and it makes fools of us all.


So when it comes to our faith, and what we say we believe about God, and about the sacraments of our faith, and about the faith of the people around us – especially our own families – we should not be assuming. We have done that, for generations now we have been trained in the practice of assuming that the people around us are just ‘getting it’, that we all understand what it means to be Christian. 


When Paul writes to the church in Rome he says that they have an obligation; and while we might assume that people feel their highest obligation is to God and their  lives of love and faith before God, because God is not the highest priority in most people’s lives. To this end I pray for summers where every Sunday is rainy, torrentially rainy, and cold. Maybe you will join me in this prayer. Because, on sunny Sunday-days it is easy to find something else to attend to besides faith, besides this time of worship, besides really encountering and taking the time to love our family and friends. No, most summer Sundays seem to become for us how big a party, how fine a buzz and how perfect a tan we can get on Sunday.


We are meant, we are fashioned and made to be filled up with better things, with a greater reality than a party life-style can provide; that is not what society teaches us, that is not what is advertised, that is not what our laws protect, but we assume – and assume wrongly – that if it feels good right now, it will always feel good. 


It feels good to think we know all the answers, all the right ways of doing things. It feels good to think we are in control, but I am telling you now - and I am just echoing the meaning planted firmly in our scripture readings today – our sense of control is a false illusion, and trusting in our bricks and mortar, our timbers and beams, and trusting in the assumptions we have made about life and its meaning is about as weak a base to plant yourself, your family and all that you will live for upon.


The Jews, the Israelites, the people of God chosen and called out by God from all the nations to be a people apart from all nations; by whom God would reveal truth and purpose for all peoples, and through whom God’s self would be revealed through the Christ, the Messiah, Jesus. God is about revelation, and always reveals His presence, His plans, His laws, His purpose. It is more about opening our hearts and minds to the truth that is usually staring us plainly in the face than working out some great mystery. Half of my work as a minister of the church is not solving great puzzles about what God is saying, but searching my mind to find a way to get everyone else to see what should be very plain to us, but that we have gotten all mixed up about because of all of our foolish assumptions.


Jesus asked what should have been a very easy question. He asked the religious leaders which is lawful to do on the Sabbath? So I can ask you, what should we be doing on our Sundays? Some of our fore-fathers would have us believe that what we should do on Sunday is absolutely nothing; that a day of rest means that we do nothing; that on this day set aside for the worship of God we should sit in our pews and ‘be good’. But we should know that sitting around doing nothing, and being idol, is not necessarily being good, and doing good. 


Jesus asks the question, whether it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath, and what a sad question that is to ask, and even sadder because the answer Jesus gets from the religious leaders is silence; for all their profound knowledge they will not speak the obvious truth that would show all of their assumptions to be false and wrong.


We are not called by faith to assume, but we are called in faith to be filled up entirely as if we would be consumed; filled but not consumed.


Moses, forefather to faith and law and the fellowship of God’s people, had assumed he knew the right way to save the people – God had to send a Saviour to overthrow the Egyptians, God had to do it all, God had to revive the people, God had to ‘go’.


But God is not bound by assumptions, by our false assuming of glory and righteousness. And God appeared to Moses out of the bush, a bush filled up with flame but not destroyed by the flames, filled up but not consumed. God appeared to push away our assumption about anything, and about the way anything should be in our own eyes and understanding so we could at least see the truth of things,


He called out from that bush to Moses and told Moses to go. He told Moses to Go to that place to do all those things that Moses had thought God should do. And that Holy Spirit that shone in the burning tongues of flame from that bush filled up with God’s will and desire to fulfill God’s purposes.


What do you think God should be doing to fix the state of the church? Name them in your heart. Do you see them? And now that you can see them clearly and you are not assuming God’s will, rejoice, for God has revealed to you what YOU should be doing. 


And you will be filled, consumed by the will of God to do these works; consumed to overflowing, but never consumed to destruction, but consumed to everlasting fulfillment.   Nec Tamen Consumebatur

Rejoice, for we have been freed from the sins of our assumption, to be filled with God’s burning love for us that will not consume us to our destruction but renews us in salvation . Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers for the General Assembly in Oshawa

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 379 We have heard a joyful sound

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
We are called together, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We area fellowship of the faithful; sharing faith. If you are visiting or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you’ to celebrate your gifts and joys as you grow your faith in Christ with us.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)
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Mission Moment: GRENADA Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing send Jim and Ann Young to serve in Grenada.  Jim is minister at Belair Presbyterian Church. Ann is teaching English and math at MacDonald College, [a school of the Presbyterian Church in Grenada] also serves at Belair Primary School as part of a literacy program. Jim writes, “We are part of a happy, healthy worshipping community.  God is good.” Working with this worshipping community they reach out to the whole island, and offer a source of encouragement, care and understanding.  They ask us to pray for God’s abundance to continue to surround their work in Grenada.

This Type of Farming is Best Betty Howa was initially resistant to flatten the ridges of her field, a traditional farming practice in Malawi. But when faced with poor rainfalls and the resulting food shortages, she decided to stop tilling her land and test new conservation farming techniques she learned through a PWS&D-supported agriculture program. Betty harvested 250 kg of corn and 150 kg of soya, while her neighbour’s corn crop had failed. “I am planning to double the size of my field next growing season,” says Betty proudly. “This type of farming is best.” You can participate in these life-changing partnerships by gifts to PWS&D.
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