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June 4th 2017 – Pentecost Sunday

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements   

Announcements:  Session Meeting! Called for June 19th at 7pm, hosted at St. James Church, Beersville. 

VBS – Ongoing planning for this summer. We may be changing our time to August to accommodate teachers and the minister’s vacation.

Sunday School –There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Communion We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a part of our worship on Sunday June 11th and Sunday June 18th 
Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – continuing an Alpha program 6pm for dinner. All are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. The program finishes for this season on June 21st 

Car Wash! – Harcourt School will be hosting a car wash on the afternoon of either June 9th or June 16th.
Christian Fellowship potluck – Thanks to the great crowd that came together yesterday despite the many events. Next gathering will be September 17th 

Memorial Services – St. Matthew’s Clairville July 23rd, Beersville August 20th, St Mark’s, Bass River August 13th?, St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th?

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Summer Vacation – Rev. Sutherland is talking the first two Sundays in June as Vacation and is looking for supply. If you have ideas or wish to volunteer please speak to Rev Sutherland ASAP.   

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   

Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 20 Spirit of the Living God

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 299 Holy, Holy,  Holy

  
    BoP 277

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 104 19-35[Pew Bible] 

1    Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty.
2    Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain:
3    Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the wings of the wind:
4    Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:
5    Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever.
6    Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: the waters stood above the mountains.
7    At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.
8    They go up by the mountains; they go down by the valleys unto the place which thou hast founded for them.
9    Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over; that they turn not again to cover the earth.
10    He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among the hills.
11    They give drink to every beast of the field: the wild asses quench their thirst.
12    By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habitation, which sing among the branches.
13    He watereth the hills from his chambers: the earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works.
14    He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth;
15    And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth man’s heart.
16    The trees of the LORD are full of sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted;
17    Where the birds make their nests: as for the stork, the fir trees are her house.
18    The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats; and the rocks for the conies.
19    He appointed the moon for seasons: the sun knoweth his going down.
20    Thou makest darkness, and it is night: wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth.
21    The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their meat from God.
22    The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together, and lay them down in their dens.
23    Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour until the evening.
24    O LORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches.
25    So is this great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts.
26    There go the ships: there is that leviathan, whom thou hast made to play therein.
27    These wait all upon thee; that thou mayest give them their meat in due season.
28    That thou givest them they gather: thou openest thine hand, they are filled with good.
29    Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to their dust.
30    Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.
31    The glory of the LORD shall endure for ever: the LORD shall rejoice in his works.
32    He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: he toucheth the hills, and they smoke.
33    I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.
34    My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the LORD.
35    Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD.
KJV

1    Praise the LORD, O my soul.
    O LORD my God, you are very great;
    you are clothed with splendor and majesty.
2    He wraps himself in light as with a garment;
    he stretches out the heavens like a tent
3    and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their waters.
    He makes the clouds his chariot
    and rides on the wings of the wind.
4    He makes winds his messengers,£
    flames of fire his servants.
5    He set the earth on its foundations;
    it can never be moved.
6    You covered it with the deep as with a garment;
    the waters stood above the mountains.
7    But at your rebuke the waters fled,
    at the sound of your thunder they took to flight;
8    they flowed over the mountains,
    they went down into the valleys,
    to the place you assigned for them.
9    You set a boundary they cannot cross;
    never again will they cover the earth.
10    He makes springs pour water into the ravines;
    it flows between the mountains.
11    They give water to all the beasts of the field;
    the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
12    The birds of the air nest by the waters;
    they sing among the branches.
13    He waters the mountains from his upper chambers;
    the earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work.
14    He makes grass grow for the cattle,
    and plants for man to cultivate—
    bringing forth food from the earth:
15    wine that gladdens the heart of man,
    oil to make his face shine,
    and bread that sustains his heart.
16    The trees of the LORD are well watered,
    the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.
17    There the birds make their nests;
    the stork has its home in the pine trees.
18    The high mountains belong to the wild goats;
    the crags are a refuge for the coneys.£
19    The moon marks off the seasons,
    and the sun knows when to go down.
20    You bring darkness, it becomes night,
    and all the beasts of the forest prowl.
21    The lions roar for their prey
    and seek their food from God.
22    The sun rises, and they steal away;
    they return and lie down in their dens.
23    Then man goes out to his work,
    to his labor until evening.
24    How many are your works, O LORD!
    In wisdom you made them all;
    the earth is full of your creatures.
25    There is the sea, vast and spacious,
    teeming with creatures beyond number—
    living things both large and small.
26    There the ships go to and fro,
    and the leviathan, which you formed to frolic there.
27    These all look to you
    to give them their food at the proper time.
28    When you give it to them,
    they gather it up;
    when you open your hand,
    they are satisfied with good things.
29    When you hide your face,
    they are terrified;
    when you take away their breath,
    they die and return to the dust.
30    When you send your Spirit,
    they are created,
    and you renew the face of the earth.
31    May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
    may the LORD rejoice in his works—
32    he who looks at the earth, and it trembles,
    who touches the mountains, and they smoke.
33    I will sing to the LORD all my life;
    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
34    May my meditation be pleasing to him,
    as I rejoice in the LORD.
35    But may sinners vanish from the earth
    and the wicked be no more.
    Praise the LORD, O my soul.
    Praise the LORD.£
NIV

Children’s story – the perspiration of inspiration

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 344 The wise may bring their learning

  
    BoP 468

Scripture Readings:   NT – Acts 2:1-12

1And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
5And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 6Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 7And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 8And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 9Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 10Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 11Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 12And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this?
KJV

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues£ as the Spirit enabled them.
5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
NIV
                             Epistle – 2 Corinthians 12:3-13

3And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 5Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. 6For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 7And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 8For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
11I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing. 12Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. 13For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be that I myself was not burdensome to you? forgive me this wrong. 
KJV

3And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows—4was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. 5I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say.
7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
11I have made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it. I ought to have been commended by you, for I am not in the least inferior to the “super-apostles,” even though I am nothing. 12The things that mark an apostle—signs, wonders and miracles—were done among you with great perseverance. 13How were you inferior to the other churches, except that I was never a burden to you? Forgive me this wrong!
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 637 Take my life, and let it be

  
    
BoP 474

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – John 7:33-41

33Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me. 34Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come. 35Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? 36What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come?
37In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 40Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet. 41Others said, This is the Christ. 
 KJV

33Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the one who sent me. 34You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.”
35The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? 36What did he mean when he said, ‘You will look for me, but you will not find me,’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?”
37On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as£ the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” 39By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
40On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.”
41Others said, “He is the Christ.”
 NIV
Sermon: Thirsty?

This is one you may have heard before, but here goes: 

“Several children found a dead robin. Feeling that a proper burial should be performed, they secured a small box and some cotton batting, dug a hole in the back yard, and made ready to dispose of the deceased. The minister's 5-year-old son was chosen to say the prayer. And so with great dignity, he intoned, "Glory be to the Father...and unto the Son...and into the hole he goes!””

The Holy Spirit is not always a part of our regular discussion and teachings in the Church. Pneumatology is the study of the Holy Spirit, but the work of pneumatology is often left to the mystics and academics looking for a fresh area of study.

The difficult is obvious; there is lots of concrete relatable stories in the Bible about the other two members of the Holy Trinity – and lets clarify something here too, before you are challenged by an atheist or cultist on the subject, the term Trinity - like the term Catholic - is a post-Biblical (after the Bible was written and put together) understanding. You will not find the word Trinity in the text of our Scriptures. What you will find, and it is a part of our exploration for next week is Father, Son and Holy Spirit mentioned together, as the three key ways of understanding and experiencing God. Whether we use the term Trinity or not, this is the way that God wants to be known, this is what Jesus reveals. Jesus is ‘the way, the truth, and the life’ and so whether we call it Trinity or not, this is the way that God wants to be understood, and this is the way that we are meant to share our faith [more on that next week when we look at the great commission).


But to the Holy Spirit; the disciples of Christ had some experience of the Holy Spirit from the time of Jesus ministry. They had been given short furlongs with the Holy Spirit to go out and minister in Jesus name throughout the countryside of Judea, and while they had some positive experiences they also struggled at times too, being unable to heal, or finding difficult minds and confrontation about belief. In other words the disciples first experience prepared them for the reality of what was to come and the reality of all Christian ministry, and that is ‘there are sheep and goats’. There are some who can be healed and some whose spirits refuse healing, there are some who will hear God’s word and there are others who will never receive the word.


And after Jesus ascended the disciples went back to the city to wait on the Holy Spirit. I have spent long hours waiting on God. Part of faith is waiting. Part of faith is letting God’s time happen and not presuming but accepting and being alert of the signs of God’s presence and movement. 


I believe if we are going to have any real understanding of the Holy Spirit the Church needs to regain some listening skills, to learn to see again, to grow more sensitive. Like Elijah in the cave, we need to hear the still-small voice.


We want the Holy Spirit, I have no doubt, but are our own spirits open to receive the Holy Spirit when it comes. It took the disciples days to be ready. It took them waiting, it took sharing stories and mealtimes together, and keeping up fellowship, and being  eager to be with each other, as well as listening through all to add new members to their midst. 

Jesus says, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”


Now I am sure we are thirsty, but what do we thirst for? We thirst for a full building. We thirst for a Sunday School. We Thirst for financial stability. And while the Holy Spirit can certainly do something about all these things, our thirst for these things and other stuff that Gets between our desires and God’s intentions leaves us thirsting for the waters that run dry rather than the well-spring of eternal life.


So we pray, “Come! Holy Sprit Come!” 


And we wait thirsting.


We need to examine ourselves as Christians, to reevaluate our self together as God’s Church and ask, are we looking to have the strength to speak to anyone about Christ, the power to heal and bring hope to others, the support to work in fellowship and share a spirit of peace? Or are we Thirsty for other things?


What happens when we do not understand this and go on Thristing for the wrong things yet praying to God for the Holy Spirit, well, as it tells in our epistle today, God Spirit acts in other ways too. Paul and the Church he is serving become afflicted, that are brought by God’s Holy Spirit to a place where they learn to be open. Gdo will go so far as to make us look and seem foolish to everyone we want respect from if it furthers our faith. 


Conclusion – 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 570 I have decided to follow Jesus  




insert       
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On Us Fall (to the tune of ‘Man of Sorrows’; BoP172)
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: The family & friends of Paula & of Frank, Everley, Joe, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Paul, Vincent, 

[image: image1.jpg]But we had five new
people come to church
Just this weeK!




Mission Moments A Presbyterian gathering This Sunday, Presbyterians from across Canada are meeting in Kingston, ON for our annual General Assembly. The chosen theme is Jesus Christ – the same yesterday, today, forever, based on Hebrews 13:8. Commissioners from across Canada will worship together and discuss, debate and vote on matters that affect our denomination. A first-time commissioner from last year shares, “I gained extensive new knowledge of the extent of our denomination's work and mission. It was energizing to meet Presbyterians from across the country and to feel part of something beyond my congregation.” Please pray for those gathering, that they might find renewal and unity in Christ.   
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