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June 9th 2013 - Pentecost
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  18 Refiner’s Fire

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 298 Glory be to God the Father
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 139 [BoP 664] 

1    O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.
2    Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.
3    Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.
4    For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.
5    Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.
6    Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.
7    Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?
8    If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.
9    If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
10    Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.
11    If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.
12    Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.
13    For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb.
14    I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.
15    My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
16    Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.
17    How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!
18    If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.
19    Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men.
20    For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain.
21    Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee?
22    I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies.
23    Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
24    And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 570 Tell me the old, old story
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Daniel 9:4-23

4And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments; 5We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: 6Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 7O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee. 8O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee. 9To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him; 10Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. 11Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him. 12And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem. 13As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth. 14Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice. 15And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly. 
16O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us. 17Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s sake. 18O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. 19O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.
20And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God; 21Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. 22And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. 23At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to show thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.
       Epistle – Galatians 1:11-24

11But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 13For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: 14And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. 15But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, 16To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: 17Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus. 18Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. 19But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord’s brother. 20Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not. 21Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia; 22And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ: 23But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. 24And they glorified God in me.
Hymn of Illumination NBoP 332 O lord my God/How great Thou art
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 7:11-17

11And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much people. 12Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her. 13And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 14And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. 15And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 16And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath visited his people. 17And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judaea, and throughout all the region round about. 
Sermon: Open our hearts to see!
Daniel, in the bible, was about the smartest person around. He was the guy that everyone went to see, even kings and other wise men, when they had a problem that they could not solve.

Today, we read from the book of Daniel, in the ninth chapter, and we find Daniel trying to understand some of the writings of the prophet Jeremiah. They were contemporaries, they would have known each other perhaps even met each other, they may have even read the Scriptures together, and talked about their meaning.


Perhaps they were even friends.


It is important for us as friends to be like these people in the Bible. It is not just going to school together, or sitting at a Bible study together, but it is just being around your friends and talking about what you believe. 


We all have different experiences, and God has given everyone here special gifts and abilities. When those gifts and abilities and experience all come together we can figure out a lot of question and solve a lot problems.


We say something like ‘Two heads are better than one’, and Jesus says “Where ever two or three are gathered – in my name – I will be with them.” God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit is with us when we get together.


Jeremiah could not fully understand the vision all by himself, and neither could Daniel. And before they could understand what God was saying in the visions they were having they had to do one very important thing. 


 They had to open their hearts.


No, I am not talking about surgery; at least not the kind with a scalpel and a medical doctor and that sort of thing. 

If you were about to be given a great big huge floor-to-ceiling television, with all the channels you want, and all kinds of movies on it, and everything, but you’d have to get ride of things in order to get it, what would you clear out?

Would you keep the dirty laundry blocking the door? Would you hold onto the broken toys scattered all over the floor? What about the old broken television that only worked if the weather was nice? Would you keep these sorts of things rather than make room for something amazing and new and wonderful and exciting. 


In order to learn an answer from God we have to be open to what God wants to tell us. We read something very special in the book of Daniel today. It is a prayer of Daniel, and Daniel was trying to open his heart, open his spirit, to God by praying this prayer.


Daniel wanted to learn something important, not just for himself, but for everybody. Daniel was looking for a big answer, and in order to get the big answer he had to make a lot of room in his own spirit for that answer. 


So Daniel made room, and he cleaned up his spirit to make room for God’s vision, just like you or I might make room for that great big television set. He made room by getting ride of all the junk he and the rest of God’s people had been holding on to. 


Daniel realized, and this is what made Daniel wise, is that he [Daniel] did not need to be right, Daniel needed God to be right. Daniel needed to be made right with God, and Daniel needed to learn God’s answers for problems.


Daniel prayed a confession. In Daniel’s prayer he confessed his sins. He admitted that he did not know, that he needed God’s answer. 


Have you ever tried to tell someone a story, about something really important to you, and they just look at you and say, ‘Yeah, I know.’


We have to be very careful not to do that in the church. We have to make sure that when we talk to each other we also listen to each other, but most of all that we are open and listening to God. We need to push the junk in our lives aside and make room of God. We need to throw the junk out of our lives, de-clutter, open up some floor space, wall space, life space for God. 


Daniel got his answer from God, and Daniel learned that though it would take some time good things were coming. He learned that God’s people would get to return home, that they would rebuild their city, their farms and most importantly their place of worship. He was given an amazing vision, and able to see that whatever struggles were ahead for God’s people, that God was never going to desert them, or let troubles get so big that there was no way out. Daniel opened his eyes, opened his spirit, opened his heart to God’s Holy Spirit and was able to see the vision of hope for all people – even us – that God loves us, and that God is with us, especially in our troubles.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
Communion will be celebrated as we gather for the Lord’s Supper in two weeks. The 23rd of June: Please share the news with members and potiential visitors 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm. Last meeting until the fall. 

Today ! the children will take special leadership in the worship service in Beersville and also be a part of celebration on Father’s Day in Clairville.

VBS is the week of July 8th to 12th in Clairville we are looking for volunteers to help with crafts, sports/activities, story time and snack time, as well as the prayerful support you all so often give. 

Memorial Services – St. Andrew’s July ; St. Mark’s August 18th; 

                      St. James’ August 26th 

Clairville Clean-Up day Postponed due to rain, rescheduled for June 15th  
Presbytery Visits Clairville/Beersville May 29th; Bass River/West Branch June 5th 
Joint Session- There will be a meeting on June 17th 7pm, at St. Mark’s Hall
AMS - June 13th , @ Beulah Morton’s 1:30pm – All are welcome 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper – two week’s time

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.
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...in the name of the

Father, and the Son,and

+he Whole ExPerience.
Amen.




Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God,
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we give you thanks for the peace of this hour, and the blessing we have received in Jesus Christ. We thank you Lord that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s body and blood. Give us the grace to carry his word into the world, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen

Commissioning Hymn:   NBoP 774 God forgave my sin
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit, on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: The Lortz family, Mourant & Fillmore family, Raymond, Brandon Reid, Carmen, Alan, Jeanne, Savannah, Percy, Brent, Grace, Orga, Bill 
[image: image3.wmf]Mission Moment Working together to end hunger This year Canadian Foodgrains Bank celebrates its 30th anniversary. PWS & D is a member of CFGB, and together we respond to immediate and longterm food needs of people in developing countries. Today CFGB is one of Canada’s leading food assistance organizations and predominant Christian responses to hunger. Presbyterians in Canada are partners in this effort to help those who do not have enough to eat—last year PWS&D worked with CFGB on food aid and food security projects in 16 countries, worth nearly $2 million. To help mark this important milestone, visit www.werespond.ca/30for30 to take the “30 for 30 Challenge.”
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