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June 16th 2013 – Pentecost – Father’s Day

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome   

Call to Worship A&D  7 Father we love you

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 566  Can a little child like me
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 32 [BoP 629] 

Children’s story – led by the children

The Sacrament of Baptism – Scotty Daryl Fillmore 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 412 Come, let us sing

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Daniel 10:4-19

4On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great river, the Tigris, 5I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around his waist. 6His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.
7I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the men with me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they fled and hid themselves. 8So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless. 9Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground.
10A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 11He said, “Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you.” And when he said this to me, I stood up trembling.
12Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them. 13But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia. 14Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come.”
15While he was saying this to me, I bowed with my face toward the ground and was speechless. 16Then one who looked like a man£ touched my lips, and I opened my mouth and began to speak. I said to the one standing before me, “I am overcome with anguish because of the vision, my lord, and I am helpless. 17How can I, your servant, talk with you, my lord? My strength is gone and I can hardly breathe.”
18Again the one who looked like a man touched me and gave me strength. 19“Do not be afraid, O man highly esteemed,” he said. “Peace! Be strong now; be strong.”

        Epistle – Galatians 2:15-21

15“We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ 16know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.
17“If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18If I rebuild what I destroyed, I prove that I am a lawbreaker. 19For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 391 Jesus bids us shine – CV
songs 101 Wonderful words of life - BR

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 7:36-50

36Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.
39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”
40Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”
“Tell me, teacher,” he said.
41“Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii,£ and the other fifty. 42Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”
43Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.”
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.
44Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”
48Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
49The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”
50Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
Sermon: The strength to hear

One of evil’s darkest schemes is to convince you that you are too busy, too tired, or too full of news to hear the good news. 

We can even be fooled into thinking that we do not need to hear the good news again, that hearing about God’s love or Jesus’ sacrifice for us should only happen one time and never again. 

And then there are those time where we convince ourselves that we can always hear about God, and think about God, and grow in our faith some time later. 

But what is most frustrating of all - and when you go out today and you want to share a bit of what we share here today I am sure you will face some of this – is there are some who have been sadly convinced that they are too far gone, too far away from the church, to far into their own way of doing things and living their lives to really get anything out of what we share here Sunday by Sunday.

It might leave you scratching your head, but some people have been convinced, that they are too unchangeable for God to make any change in their lives. I have meant people who think that, but I am yet to meet the person who is so evil that God’s love and the good news in Jesus Christ cannot bring about some amazing change in them and the way they view the world.

But, it does not start out with the big change. I know that even those camp Christian movies you can see on Vision or one of those other religious TV networks will talk about the big change, but the real truth is that coming to a living faith in God happens in a much more real way. 

Faith starts out small, and all we need is the strength to hear; and even that God will give us.

In our reading from Daniel, we are shown some pretty amazing visions. In today’s reading from Daniel a person is described as:

“was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around his waist. 6His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.”

Now, if I had all those qualities, well I might have people’s attention a bit more, but I believe you  like Daniel would be pretty overwhelmed, terrified, or weirded-out by the appearance of this angelic figure.

Some have said that Daniel is describing Jesus Christ, or God himself, yet in the reading of the text we can understand that this is an angel, most likely accepted as Gabriel [since the arch-angel Michael is mentioned also], and actually both are true. Angels should resemble God, should resemble Christ Jesus, because they spend so much time in God’s direct presence they begin to reflect God in a way; they begin to look like God. 


But I really do believe, and this is shared in number of bible commentaries, that this figure is an angel, and it is the angel Gabriel.

Now, if we stopped there and said, ‘Daniel the prophet had yet another chat with the angel Gabriel.’ We’d be missing the whole point of the conversation.


See, the reason that Daniel took the trouble to write this vision experience down is not to tell people that he talked to angels. 


Do you talk to angels? We’ve already prayed to God no less than three times since we came here today, if you want to talk to angels too it is okay.


Daniel did not need to brag about his vision, but he needed to explain how God made a change in his life. 


When you tell people, when you tell you friends, family, your children about your faith, this is very good way to start. Start the way that Daniel starts; he talks about how he changed.


He had a vision, and it was an over whelming vision. It sent most of the council that was meeting with Daniel running and screaming or cowering in terror. The moment of this vision is a lot like another event that happens in the New testament of the bible on the road to Damascus with a manned name Saul. Saul who would become Paul and offer a whole new vision to the world about God, the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ.


But in Daniel’s vision, the figure appear and speaks, and Daniel is struck down. The way it is described is this: “I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless.”

Daniel is made low, struck down to the point, to the very edge of death. 

And then the next part is interesting and I guess we can call it an invitation to everyone who finds the sermon a little dull, Daniel is cast into a deep sleep. It happens every now and then that people fall asleep on a Sunday morning. I guess we should be waiting for them to wake from an amazing vision. In either case this day is mean to be a day of rest.


Then the figure touches Daniel, helps him up, encourages Daniel.


Before the messenger of God, even Daniel – God’s prophet, a leader and a righteous man – he cannot stand. The word of God is meant to overwhelm us. It comes from the creator of the universe.


The real message in this passage of Daniel is not that God sends a messenger, God sends angles and strange visions, but that when those visions, those messages come, God gives the strength to hear the message. It is not whether you have heard every message ever spoken from this pulpit, but whether you are going to receive the message today.


God made Daniel silent and weak and then built him back up again, so that Daniel could once again not only hear what God to say, and see what God had to show, but so that Daniel could tell people what God was saying to their lives from that moment on. 

God has been speaking to us everyday, but sometimes we run and hide like the other that were there with Daniel. Sometimes we act like what God wants us to do, and who God wants us to be is beyond us. But we need to have faith, and believe that God will not leave us without the strength ot do what needs to be done, or to say what needs to be said. 

Faith starts out like the dawn. 

It is flicker on the horizon, almost missed, except when it begins you just know something about the darkness has changed.

And it builds, and as it grows the whole world emerges; as if everything that exists has been caught up in your miracle of salvation. And then, just as when the sun itself breaks over the horizon, light seems to be entering every dark and hidden place, and there is no questioning that this transforming light has a definite source. 

So faith also runs its course, up, and into an eternal day, the everlasting day. For the light of our lives has risen and will never set. Christ Jesus has brought the new dawn in his resurrection, and so long as our faith is built up in him, we have no need to fear for our lives against death or any force that seems to drive us into the shadows.


And the bright new day is an everlasting day, ever growing in brightness and joy. Let us approach that day in the strength of God’s enduring love, in the power of our faith in Him. Let us rejoice, and let us pray.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements

Happy Father’s Day – Please stay and enjoy a time of fellowship after service celebrating Father’s Day. Thank you to our volunteers for arranging this time.
Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
VBS is the week of July 8th to 12th in Clairville we are looking for volunteers to help with crafts, sports/activities, story time and snack time, as well as the prayerful support you all so often give. 

Memorial Services – St. Andrew’s July ; St. Mark’s August 18th; 

                      St. James’ August 26th 

Bible School– Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville 

Next week the children will take special leadership in the worship service hosted in Beersville and also be a part of celebration on Father’s Day in Clairville.

Clairville Clean-Up Thankful for a sunshiny day and all the help that joined it
Presbytery Report – Available & will be presented at the next presbytery meeting 
Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world available for our youth through the national church office. 

Joint Session- a meeting will occur the 17th of June, 7pm at St. Mark’s Hall
Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 76 Leaning on the everlasting arms

Remind them to stay for some fellowship

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Announcements: 

Happy Father’s Day – Please stay and enjoy a time of fellowship after service celebrating Father’s Day. Thank you to our volunteers for arranging this time.
Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
VBS is the week of July 8th to 12th in Clairville we are looking for volunteers to help with crafts, sports/activities, story time and snack time, as well as the prayerful support you all so often give. 

Memorial Services – St. Andrew’s July ; St. Mark’s August 18th; 

                      St. James’ August 26th 

Bible School– Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville 

Next week the children will take special leadership in the worship service hosted in Beersville and also be a part of celebration on Father’s Day in Clairville.

Clairville Clean-Up Thankful for a sunshiny day and all the help that joined it
Presbytery Report – Available & will be presented at the next presbytery meeting 
Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world available for our youth through the national church office. 

Joint Session- a meeting will occur the 17th of June, 7pm at St. Mark’s Hall
Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: The Mourant & Fillmore families and Jono’s circle of friends, Raymond Fahey, Savannah Arsenault-Symes, Percy, Carmen, Brandon Reid, Cathy, Bill, Orga, Kaye
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
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©Susan Mattinson



Mission: Supporting Refugees in Syria June 20 is World Refugee Day. No one is a refugee by choice. Refugees and internally displaced people are forced to flee their homes out of fear for their lives and liberty. Many live in crowded camps, waiting for peace and an opportunity to return home. Presbyterian World Service & Development supports displaced people living in refugee camps and those looking to build new lives here in Canada. Currently PWS&D is helping the ACT Alliance bring urgently needed assistance such as food, shelter, clothing and water to people affected by the ongoing conflict in Syria. On World Refugee Day, please pray for the people of Syria or make a donation to PWS&D that will ensure families are given life-saving assistance and hope for the future.
