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March 12th 2017 – 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome Announcements:  Pastoral Charge Meeting A joint Session meeting calls the four congregations of the pastoral charge to a joint meeting tomorrow, Monday March 13th at St. James, Beersville at 7pm. (20th or 27th)

World Day of Prayer – Thank you to everyone who came out for worship on Friday and Sunday, especially to those who helped lead the service.
Bible Study on the letters of John this afternoon Sunday, March 12 at 2pm (to Palm Sunday April 9th)at the Manse in Beersville. All are welcome. 
Members classes will run through the season of Lent. We are still looking for a place to host this program. Materials are available from Sandy upon request. Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter (April 19th). Remembering the fellowship of the past, all are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Fellowship Dinner – Originally scheduled for today, this Sunday evening, is postponed. Date TBA

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Condolences – Our prayers are with the Shelley Cail, and her mother Betty, at the passing of her Aunt Barbara this past week. 

Rexton Lions will be serving their annual senior supper on March 19 from 4-6pm. 

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank is still short of cereal but is very thankful for recent donations. Donations accepted at church or at the manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available..
Call to Worship  A&D 18 Refiner’s Fire

Purify my heart
Let me be as gold and precious silver
Purify my heart
Let me be as gold, pure gold
Refrain: Refiner's fire; My heart's one desire
Is to be holy; Set apart for You, Lord
I choose to be holy; Set apart for You, my Master
Ready to do Your will


(over . . . )

Purify my heart
Cleanse me from within
And make me holy
Purify my heart
Cleanse me from my sin
Deep within Refrain
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 677 My faith looks up to thee 

  BoP 398
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 121 [Pew Bible] 

1    I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.
2    My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.
3    He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.
4    Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.
5    The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.
6    The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.
7    The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.
8    The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.
KJV

1    I lift up my eyes to the hills—
    where does my help come from?
2    My help comes from the LORD,
    the Maker of heaven and earth.
3    He will not let your foot slip—
    he who watches over you will not slumber;
4    indeed, he who watches over Israel
    will neither slumber nor sleep.
5    The LORD watches over you—
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
6    the sun will not harm you by day,
    nor the moon by night.
7    The LORD will keep you from all harm—
    he will watch over your life;
8    the LORD will watch over your coming and going
    both now and forevermore.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 662 Those who wait on the Lord

  Scripture Readings:   OT – Genesis 12:1-5 

1Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee: 2And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
4So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.
KJV

1The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.
2    “I will make you into a great nation
    and I will bless you;
    I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.
3    I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
    and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”
4So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 5He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.
NIV    

                             Epistle – Romans 4:13-17

13For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: 15Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 16Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,
17(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. 
KJV

13It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 15because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.
16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”£ He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  songs 10 Precious Lord, take my hand
Scripture Readings:  Gospel – John 3:1-17
1There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, “Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.”

 3Jesus answered and said unto him, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

 4Nicodemus saith unto him, “How can a man be born when he is old?” “Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?”

 5Jesus answered, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”

“ 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

8The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

9Nicodemus answered and said unto him, “How can these things be?”

 10Jesus answered and said unto him, “Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things? “

11Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 12If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?

 13And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.KJV

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.”
3In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.£”
4“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!”
5Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit£ gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You£ must be born again.’ 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.
10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.£ 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.£
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,£ that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
NIV

Sermon: First Choice

On this cold day I am going start by taking us to a warm dry desert. 

The following letter was found in a baking-power can wired to the handle of an old pump that offered the only hope of drinking water on a very long and seldom-used trail across Nevada’s Amargosa Desert: “This pump is all right as of June 1932. I put a new sucker washer into it and it ought to last five years. But the washer dries out and the pump has got to be primed. Under the white rock I buried a bottle of water, out of the sun and cork end up. There’s enough water in it to prime the pump, but not if you drink some first. Pour about one-fourth and let her soak to wet the leather. Then pour in the rest medium fast and pump like crazy. You’ll git water. The well has never run dry. Have faith. When you git watered up, fill the bottle and put it back like you found it for the next feller. (signed) Desert Pete. P.S. Don’t go drinking the water first. Prime the pump with it and you’ll git all you can hold.”


When we are hungering and thirsting, is our first instinct, is our first choice to trust in what God will do, or in what we can do for ourselves right now.

When its cold, or when you have a cold; when the night has been short, or shortened for you as was the case last night; when choices get reduced down to a spare few, what is your first choice?


That is the question underlying the psalms we shared today: the faithful pilgrim searches the horizon looking for help, strength, support, resources, motivation, but where is it coming from. If you read the psalm in the Old King James the pilgrim is smart enough to know that help comes from the hills onto which they are gazing, in the New International Version the pilgrim is asking a question as they gaze on those, “where will my help come from?”


Who do you want to help you in a bad situation? 


I know, where in context, give the Sunday-School answer, Jesus. Right, absolutely right. Sermon over, let’s move on.


The issue is when we are not in this context, 

A group was making leaflets for a local church, and the church council wanted a logo designed with Earth being shielded by the hand of God. The church council was sent the client a proof. 

Shortly thereafter, the designer got an email.
“ The hand looks too human. Please use a hand that looks more like God’s.”


Is our first inclination, when we see thing at work in our lives or in the world, to seek for the hand of God in what is going on. Are we quick to dismiss what God might be doing.


I think in the face of disaster we often do this. How can God be at work in the horrible things we see going on in the world around us? The question ought to be; God is at work in the horrible things going on in the world, why can’t I see it?

When we are caught up in our daily lives, and we are in a situation where we need help is our first choice to pray to God for our help.


I have used this illustration before, but it’s a good one so please forgive me:


A massive flood roared through a land suddenly, and a man is woken by the sensation of his whole house moving, he gets out of bed to find water at his feet and rising fast, he quickly prays, “Lord reach out your hand to help me in my need!” 


He scrambles to the window and sees the waters rushing by, but also sees that his house is off its foundations and is rushing along in the flood. He decides to scramble out onto his roof, but just as he does a friend comes close in a canoe. 

“Climb in and be safe!” Says the friend.

“No thanks!” says the man, “I have prayed and the Lord will save me.”

The friend in the canoe is then moved on by the flood.

The man prays again, “Lord reach out your hand to help me in my need! Lord save me!”

As the man looks up from his prayer he sees another one of his friends, this one with a speed-boat, who pulls up to the side of the roof and shouts, “Come aboard and I will take you to safety!”

“Thank you but no, “ says the man, “I have prayed, and the Lord will save me.”

The large debris now bashing against both the boat and the house force the man with the boat to pull away, and the debris soon start to break apart the house. 

The man in desperate fear now cries out, “Lord reach out your hand to help me in my need! Oh, Lord save me!”  

Then there is a great light from above, and a roaring sound beyond the sound of the storm and a booming voice calls out from the source of the light saying, “This is the coast guard helicopter, we are here to rescue you. Take this rope and come up to safety!”

The man, gripping a crumbling chimney shouts back, waving his hand, “I have prayed that God will save me. I will wait on the Lord!”

And with the wind now gusting a gail and the rain pouring in sheets, the helicopter is forced to leave.

The man holds to the roof as it crumbles beneath him and he is carried away in the flood and drowns.

He finds himself in a gently lit but somehow still bright place, and he reaches out his hand to his surroundings it is taken up by Christ himself. 

“My Lord and Saviour!”, cries the man, “Have I died that I am here in heaven with you?”

“Yes,” replies Jesus, “you died in the flood.”

“I prayed! Lord, I prayed that you would save me from the flood. Why did you not save me?”

Jesus looked at the man with a certain amount of pity, “ Child of God, I sent you your friend in the canoe, your friend with the speed boat, and the entire Coast Guard. What more did you want?”

What I am saying in all of this, is that while we look for God, we need to look into and trust that God may be engaged in what we and others are doing. 

People make a lot of talk about the love of God, and many people of faith will quickly recite ‘John 3:16’ as proof-text to God’s love, but we tend to get confused when it comes to the forms that love takes as it comes to our lives, and in the way it is seen in our lives. 

The trouble of the man in the illustration was not a faith in God, but a lack of the depth of faith to see that shared faith working in the lives around him. We are invited into the fellowship of the church to find like-faithed individuals who have different views on how that faith is lived. God offers us salvation and the chance to grow in our understanding of the depth and power of that salvation as we share our faith in the safety of this context; and not just here in our time of worship, but in our bible studies and in our members classes and in our the Alpha programs and in AMS, or the other groups that the fellowship of the church and the fellowship with other churches, offers us.

We are especially blessed to be a church that is not unto ourselves alone but perseveres because of a fellowship, a strong fellowship within its own denomination. What being a multi-point charge offers is the chance to be both encouraged and an encourager in a bigger fellowship than what gathers here Sunday by Sunday. That fellowship does not end at the denominational line – as it once did – but finds even stringer meaning in the dialogue that comes when we gather in our ecumenical life as we did recently in the World Day of prayer.

Between our worship gatherings there is a lot of time to encounter God and grow our faith in God in the context of the rest of life, and from that experience to bring something fresh into the fellowship we share. 
F.F. Bosworth, a great faith preacher some years ago, said that most Christians feed their bodies three hot meals a day, their spirits one cold snack a week, and then wonder why they are so weak in faith!

We need to make it a point not to limit faith to a Sunday snack, but to feast on God’s word and dwell richly in the Lord’s presence every day. To make God our first choice when we are deciding what to do with our day. Through prayer, through the kind of fellowship you seek, through the reasons you do the work you do, you are made to honour God in all of life and to celebrate the salvation that is in Him. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP NBoP 650 He leadeth me
 
           BoP 522
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 ‘I am tempted, like Lord Jesus

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus,

To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word,

Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons,

With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces,

But follow the way.

Not to hold the world by power,

Not by fear, or might,

But in worship, love the Lord,

All day and night.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Vincent, Jean, John, Charles, the Lounsburys, the Sullivans, traveling families, our meeting 
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Mission Moments Welcoming the stranger With support from Presbyterians Sharing, Jackie Bannerman is serving as a young adult intern in Budapest, Hungary with our long-standing partner, the Reformed Church in Hungary. Jackie is excited about helping the Kalunba Refugee ministry to build relationships with refugees in a safe environment. She teaches English lessons and helps with Kalunba’s website, providing English content to connect international readers. Jackie shares, “I hope to help create a sort of home, if only a temporary one, and provide a much needed sense of hope to people coming from fearful situations with uncertain futures.” 
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