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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 18 Refiner’s Fire

Refiner’s Fire 



Brian Doerksen

Purify my heart
Let me be as gold and precious silver
Purify my heart
Let me be as gold, pure gold
Refrain: Refiner's fire; My heart's one desire
Is to be holy; Set apart for You, Lord
I choose to be holy; Set apart for You, my Master
Ready to do Your will

Purify my heart
Cleanse me from within
And make me holy
Purify my heart
Cleanse me from my sin
Deep within Refrain
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 65 O praise the Lord for He is good

     BoP 47

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 126 [Pew Bible] 

1    When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream.
2    Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them.
3    The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.
4    Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south.
5    They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
6    He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
KJV

 
1    When the LORD brought back the captives to£ Zion,
    we were like men who dreamed.£
2    Our mouths were filled with laughter,
    our tongues with songs of joy.
    Then it was said among the nations,
    “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3    The LORD has done great things for us,
    and we are filled with joy.
4    Restore our fortunes,£ O LORD,
    like streams in the Negev.
5    Those who sow in tears
    will reap with songs of joy.
6    He who goes out weeping,
    carrying seed to sow,
    will return with songs of joy,
    carrying sheaves with him.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 662 Those who wait on the Lord
Those who wait on the Lord       Traditional arr. J. Bell

Those who wait on the Lord . . . 

shall renew their strength,

 they will rise up on wings as eagles; 

They shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint; 

help us Lord, help us Lord, in your way 

Those who serve the suffering world  . . .

 Those who live the risen life  . . .

Those who love the mystery . . .

Those who die upon the march . . .

Those who wait on the Lord . . .

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 43:16-21

16Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters; 17Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow. 18Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. 19Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 20The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen. 21This people have I formed for myself; they shall show forth my praise. KJV

16    This is what the LORD says— he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters,
17    who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
18    “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
19    See, I am doing a new thing!
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
    I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.
20    The wild animals honour me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the desert and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, 
21    the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise.
NIV


       Epistle – Revelation 22:7-12

6And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to show unto his servants the things which must shortly be done. 7Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 8And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these things. 9Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God. 10And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. 11He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 12And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 13I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. KJV

7“Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.”
8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!”
10Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 11Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.”
12“Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  songs 10 Since Jesus came into my heart

      Gospel – John 12:1-8

KJV

1Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3Then Mary took about a pint£ of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5“Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.£” 6He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.
7“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”
1Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 2There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him. 3Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 

4Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, which should betray him, 5Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor? 6This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein. 

7Then said Jesus, “Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this. 8For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always.” NIV

Sermon: Unsealed words


When the Lord set this passage before me I should have known. I mean look how it begins and end. When I began doing the study on today’s reading from the book of Revelation I was really interested in verses ten and eleven, but I think I should have looked at verses seven and twelve. If I had caught God’s hint there I might have been better prepared for Jamie’s arrival, but then who ever is ever altogether ready for a wonderful event as this. 


I say this in the light that we – too often – skip over the obvious direction that God tells us to go. God says, “Change; because I am changing the world in order for your faith to grow.” And too often we respond to God, “But God, we like the way our faith is and the way the world is, please don’t change the world.” And so we come to the response that today’s text hints at, “You need to have faith in order to know me, in order for what you do to have any meaning to me, in order for the reward I have prepared to have any meaning, you must believe the words I have given.” 


How do you respond to God? How do you show God and the world that you have faith and that you are willing to let your faith grow and deepen. What have you left unsaid? What words have you not been able to find the words, to say what is hard to speak about?


Even when we don’t say something, we say something. People who know you, they know when you have something on your mind. Imagine for a moment the way that people around John would encounter him after the experience of this revelation, as the voices of heaven continued to echo from the edge of his dreams unto his conscious spirit. 


Each of the ways we have come to Christian faith is personal, powerful and often hard to explain. It is hard to put into words that cover everything we are struggling to understand ourselves. How do we put what God has done into words?


How do you say the words of God when you fell you’ve heard God’s voice speak them? How do you share the precious moments where you felt close to God and understood your purpose and calling? Because, that is after all the calling on everyone in the priesthood of all believers.


It is hard, but is something that is not just left up to the ‘John the Divines’. It is important that each of us, in our own way, put into words and actions and pass down what we have come to believe and be willing to learn from the experience and understanding of others. There are so many people today who try and believe all by themselves; which is like trying to cure one of the world diseases all by yourself. Why make something so essential and so wonderful so difficult? Why push aside a fellowship of faith?


And this passage of revelation has indeed an amazing revelation in that the fellowship of faith includes the angels. When John the divine bows to worship the angel he is told, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!” 


Isn’t this so reassuring; the loyal messengers of God are with us, fellowship servants in sharing the good news. To think, that in those moments where the church is about the work and worship of God, there with us come angels, perhaps we are aware of them To think, that in those moments where the church is about the work and worship of God, there with us come angels, perhaps we are aware of them haps they are beyond our sight, but they are their, here, with us – because we too are servants of God.


It may be a small country church thing, but too often we behave and think of ourselves as small, and that we have little influence or presence in the scope of God’s work on the world, and I want to evoke for you an important image from this book of Revelation; the image of the angel for each church. The churches that John gives this revelation to are not all the same size, or made up with the same kind of people. These congregations each had different strengths and weaknesses and some of them were struggling to keep faith, to grow, or to even stay together.

In our reading today there is a very cryptic message, that we should really try to understand as a church. There is a world of beliefs swirling about us, and as much as we give effort to sharing what we believe, and showing our faith through right action and good service, the fact remains there are those who will always refuse God. 


Listen to what the angel is saying to John, and to us, here: “11Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.” 


This seems counter-intuitive: ‘let them continue to do wrong?!’ ‘continue to be vile?!’

We expect people to be good, and often we judge them when they are not good. We desire that people be holy, but there are unholy masses all around us, and try-though-we-do to be good examples of Christian faith before them, they throw it back at us, they continue sinning, the persecute and ridicule our faith in Christ. 


The assurance is that, not to keep us from trying – but begin to accept and share the mindset that there will come a point where their time and the chance to be holy will be up. There is a line, God has set it and though we cannot see it, it has been drawn and I pray you and I are standing on the holy side of the line when the time that is near has finally come. It is not set against certain people, but it is a line that instead of thinking of it being in front of us, it is a line within us. And so the point in the angel’s words simply are: ‘get yourself on the right side of God’s line’. And we know the way to the holy side, we know that way is Christ Jesus. Which side of the line are you on in your heart?  


And there is a good hint in the text the way we should follow Christ. It is not enough to know there was a Jesus, nor is it enough to kind of like the idea of Jesus and what he stands for. What we are talking about is a committed and determined faith that recognizes that right now is the moment for deep faith and devotion, because in quoting the words of Christ in John’s vision “I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.”


We need to be less worried about what everyone else is doing or not doing, and more focused on what we are doing and not doing; and by that I mean, we need to make sure we are about the life that worships and upholds Christ and not caught up in the lives of those who do not. This does not mean we disregard others, but that we ensure that we have done all that we can do in the growing of our faith so that when it comes to the inspiring of others we are actually giving them something of value. We do not want to pass something off as faith, we want to share and pass down to the next generation a living and vital faith.


How you will do that ? . . . well, to each of us is given a calling, a vocation in life that takes the best a holiest of who we are and, through the grace we are blessed with in Christ, we do something. It is not something you cannot do, it is something that is in your heart to do. As long as you have breath you have a work to do for God. Let’s pray together know for our own Revelations – as we continue through this book of Revelation - that we may discover and fulfill all that God is calling us to do: That we may indeed by his holy ones.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Welcome - Today we welcome and celebrate the birth of James Harry Sutherland! Born March 8th at the Moncton City Hospital  (7lbs1oz) to Rev. & Marly Sutherland & brothers David & Jack. 
Treasurer –Our new Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge was nearly in place, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 
Presbytery – Meet on March 16th in Riverview. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School is back up and running on Monday nights 6-7pm (off for March Break). Call Tanya 785-6696
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Bible Study – Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Sheila Handrahan in Harcourt after looking at the book of James. Another Bible study is being planned for Lent titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ Monday 1pm @ Jessie Kelly’s (1982 Rte 495, East Branch – not this week] & 2pm Thursday @ the Manse. [3279 Rte 465, Beersville]

Sermon Series – Through Lent & Easter Rev. Sutherland will be offering Sermons reflecting on the book of Revelation.
World Day of Prayer This afternoon 2pm at St. Stephen’s United, Molus River and was also hosted at Zion Presbyterian Church in West Branch 

Maundy Thursday - 

Good Friday – Service will be hosted at St. Mark’s Church March 25th @ 7pm 
Rexton Lions Club – Senior’s Dinner March 20th 4-6pm with live entertainment and the BLMS presenting speeches at 6:30. Donation’s Received 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 438 When morning guilds the skies

BoP 230

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted like Lord Jesus
I am tempted, like Lord Jesus

[tune Westridge BoP 411]

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus,

To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word,

Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons,

With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces,

Following the Way.

Not to hold the world by power,

Not by fear, or might,

But in worship, love the Lord,

All day and night.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) @ Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Carmen, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby Reid, the Reidpath family, Kirk W., & Neil Ryan, our annual meetings 
Mission Moments A small light in a dark place Presbyterians Sharing supports Joel & Rebecca Sherbino as they serve in Malawi with the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian in Blantyre Synod. Joel is Associate Pastor at the Ndirande Kachere CCAP church and Associate Prison Chaplain for Blantyre Synod. Rebecca works with PWS&D partners, assisting project staff with reporting and proposal development. She has been helping with the PWS&D-supported Tidzalerana Club which reaches out to some of the most vulnerable members of the community – those with disabilities. Over 100 men, women and children of all ages gather together once a week to hear a Bible teaching, sing, play games and do crafts together, support one another, and to eat a nourishing snack. Rebecca shares, “I can’t address all of their needs for food, medicine and support. But I can be a small light in a dark place. And really, that’s all that God asks us to be.” 
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