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Lent

Sunday March 15th 2015

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements

Call to Worship  A&D 3 As the deer pants for the water
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 479 The Church’s One Foundation
    BoP 307
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 107:15-31 [Pew Bible] 

15    Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!
16    For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder.

17    Fools because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted.

18    Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat; and they draw near unto the gates of death.

19    Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses.

20    He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

21    Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

22    And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing.

23    They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;

24    These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep.

25    For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof.

26    They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble.

27    They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit’s end.

28    Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses.

29    He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.

30    Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.

31    Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

KJV

15    Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men,

16    for he breaks down gates of bronze and cuts through bars of iron.

17    Some became fools through their rebellious ways and suffered affliction because of their iniquities.

18    They loathed all food and drew near the gates of death.

19    Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress.

20    He sent forth his word and healed them; he rescued them from the grave.

21    Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men.

22    Let them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his works with songs of joy.

23    Others went out on the sea in ships; they were merchants on the mighty waters.

24    They saw the works of the LORD, his wonderful deeds in the deep.

25    For he spoke and stirred up a tempest that lifted high the waves.

26    They mounted up to the heavens and went down to the depths; in their peril their courage melted away.

27    They reeled and staggered like drunken men; they were at their wits’ end.

28    Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and he brought them out of their distress.

29    He stilled the storm to a whisper; the waves of the sea were hushed.

30    They were glad when it grew calm, and he guided them to their desired haven.

31    Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men.

NIV
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 373 Jesus loves me this I know
    BoP 378
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Number 21:4-9


4And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. 5And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. 6And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. 
7Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 9And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
KJV

4They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea,£ to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!”
6Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.
NIV


       Epistle – Ephesians 2:1-10

1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
4But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
KJV

1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9not by works, so that no one can boast. 

10For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 510 Deep in the shadows of the past
     BoP 221 Rejoice and be glad
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 3:14-21

14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 21But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. KJV

14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.£
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,£ that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.£ 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”
NIV

Sermon: In a house you did not build

Here is a funny little story:

 “The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to, after the worship service, ask the congregation to come up with more money than they were expecting for repairs to the church building. He really felt the day would have to go perfectly to get everyone in the right mood to increase participation in the fund-raising ideas.

  Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in at the last minute. The substitute wanted to know what to play.

  "Here's a copy of the service," he said impatiently, as he thought of what this might cost.  "But you'll have to think of something to play after I make the announcement about the finances."

  During the service, the minister paused and said, "Brothers and Sisters, we are in great difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected, and we need $4,000 more.  Any of you who can pledge $100 or more, please stand up."

There was an uncomfortable pause.

  At that moment, the substitute organist played the National Anthem

  And that substitute became the regular organist!”


But many of you might not remember the building of this building and only some of you might remember the last building project drive to fix up and replace the roof of this church. We call these buildings our churches, or even our church building or our houses of worship, but we are in a house that you likely did not build. In fact the people that had the chief part in building this building are well ahead of us all in their heavenly home.

To build your own home is a particular desire of North America over almost any place in the world. It is the left over, the remnant of colonialism. Yes, new homes get built all  over the world, but the statues symbol of building your own home is especially true in this part of the western developed world. We have become convinced that we need to keep building new homes.

The housing shortage that exists in our country is not a shortage of new homes, but a shortage of affordable homes. As people who can, or who have been convinced they can, clamber to afford purchasing their own home, many thousands struggle to pay rising rent on overvalues property that is not seeing the care and upgrading that the rents should represent. 

Somewhere in the middle, houses that cannot seem to be sold in rural regions, fall into disrepair and dot the land as eyesores and potential fire & safety hazards.

Most of us, most of the people on this planet, live in a house that they did not build. We redecorate and redesign to fit the needs and use of the day, and to make it a setting that is comfortable for ourselves, our family our friends and to fit our lifestyle. A house can be a sign of status, but first of all a house must become for us a home, and that a place is our home is the most significant aspect of our places live.

It has long been my dream to build my own house. Part of what has drawn Marly and I together and husband and wife is the shared vision of a dream home that we would design and build together; she wants a walk-in closet, I want a walk-in kitchen pantry. 

We share a vision, and we share the desire to build it, or over see the build ourselves.

Jesus told one man who was a teacher of Jewish law told Jesus he would follow Jesus where ever he went, Jesus replied “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” And that should make you wonder just how much having a house of your own really matters, if it does not seem to be a priority to Jesus.

Who built this church? Are any of them still living? What were the thoughts behind how it was built? Why the high ceiling? Didn’t they know how hard it is to heat that much empty space? Why are the pews laid out like this? Why are the windows designed in such a way that it is hard to clean them? What about the walls, are they insulated enough? 

When it came to the great house of worship in Jerusalem, the rebuild of the temple where all the Jews came to worship God, Jesus even though he called it ‘My Father’s house” and “My house” he also said that it was not a permanent structure, and that it would fall. In one way he was talking about his own death, but as we know from history, the Romans tore that temple down to the point where only the foundation stones remain from it.

That famous passage, John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever should believe in/on him should not perish but have eternal life.” was a statement that Jesus makes in the context of an old emblem of God’s people’s faith.

The human tendency is to focus on the heroes of scripture and sanctify them as saints and apostles and prophets. The call of the gospel however is not to measure by our human understandings of merit, even when we think they are outlined by Holy Scripture. IN understanding that God alone holds the real truth, and this is well said by Baptist Pastor Erwin Lutzer from Chicago who wrote “The best of men are still sinners. If we take pride in the “greats” of this world, we have a warped view of God’s values. He chooses the base, the lowly, and the unknown.”
Here is the setting, Jesus is in a discussion with a religious leader, a Pharisee named Nicodemus. The two of them lay out in this discussion the very foundations of what is now Christian faith. This discussion is set against John the Baptist handing over the mantle of ministry to Jesus, and interestingly John described himself almost as the groomsman of Christ Jesus, the Messiah of God. The definition of who the Messiah is no longer up to John or any of the prophets, it is now being fulfilled in Christ who has come to receive the bride, ‘the church’.

Yet the scene is thrown back to a scene of salvation set fourteen to fifteen hundred years before; As engagements go, that is a long time. Back from when Moses raised the bronze snake in the wilderness unto the time when Christ was lifted up upon the crossed-beams of his crucifixion the idea of salvation had not changed, not at its root, but perhaps it was the understanding of the form of salvation, the idea and vision of who the Messiah would be or should be had changed from a time before the temple was ever built, or before their were ever even the understanding of an Israelite or Jewish king. Thought the people’s understanding of God’s salvation was offered to them through the words of law and then prophecy, but it seems that whenever God gives instructions – whether from the garden of Eden, or a burning bush, or from a blood-stained cross – our human idea of how it should be gets misunderstands God’s intentions.

The same pastor (Erwin W. Lutzer) I quoted earlier once said something else significant to todays reflection, and that is that, “God is not impressed with celebrities or those who would like to be. He is impressed by only one man—Christ. And only those who accept Christ by faith receive God’s approval.”

Jesus doesn’t just echo that lesson of the bronze serpent raised in the desert by Moses, Jesus perfects it. Jesus is the perfect and complete form of salvation. While God’s people could look to the serpent for release from the sting of vipers, we are offered the greater salvation for when we look to Christ it is the poison of our own sin that is drawn out of our very souls. For whomever believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.

Here is an amusing way of looking at it:

  A church burned down and the people had to look for some other place to hold their Sunday morning service.  There was a bar right across the street, it was a fair size, and so the minister arranged to hold the service there since the bar was normally closed on Sunday morning. The bar had a mascot, a parrot, and the minister was concerned that the parrot who lives on a perch in the bar might have been taught to use foul language. 

  The owner of the bar assures the minister that the parrot never uses bad language since it's really a Baptist parrot.

  So, Sunday rolls around.  The minister walks in and the parrot looks up and says, "Hey, look at that. A new bartender!"

  A few minutes later, the deacons walk in and the parrot says, "Hey, look at that. New waiters!"

  Several minutes later, all the congregation members walk in. The parrot looks up and says, "Rawk! same old customers..."


The church is made of the same people who for the every day of the week might be in some place, and certainly some state of sin. We are in the same need as any bar patron, or the patron of any other business, we need the full and complete salvation from our sins. We are fooling ourselves and we make a liar out of our crucified Christ when we say or act as though we are capable of making our own salvation.

An old preacher was dying. He sent a message for his banker and his lawyer - both church members - to come to his home. 

When they arrived, they were ushered up to his bed side. As they entered the room, the preacher held out his hands and motioned for them to sit on each side of the bed. The preacher grasped their hands, sighed contentedly, smiled, and stared at the ceiling. 

For a time, no one said anything. Both the banker and lawyer were touched and flattered that the preacher would ask them to be with him during his final moments. They were also puzzled; the preacher had never given them any indication that he particularly liked either of them. They both remembered his many long, uncomfortable sermons about greed, covetousness, and avaricious behavior that made them squirm in their seats. 
Finally, the banker said, "Preacher, why did you ask us to come?" 
The old preacher mustered up his strength and then said weakly, "Jesus died between two thieves, and that's how I want to go."


Well, we all have that thief, that sinner, in our own souls. It is hard to admit it, to say that “I’m a sinner.”, but until we do, until we can accept our need for salvation will we truly be looking to Christ.


It might be one of the most famous passages of the Bible – right up there with Psalm 23 [which tells a similar tale of salvation, to tell the truth] – but the reality of God’s love as revealed in Christ is a message of truth that does not and can not grow old or tired. 


“God so loved the world (that’s you & me, our ancestors and our children and everybody friends, neighbours, enemies and all that lie in between) that He gave His only Son (go ahead and consider the difference of what you have given up and given over for a life of faith, and compare that to what God offers us for that sake of our salvation, it is just one more way that God shows us how great His love is over even the best love we can offer) that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. (this is not about feeling good, or being happy, or getting some reward for service rendered, but instead this is about having a fullness of life and being made abundant in that life through the unending joy and fulfillment that we can never earn, make, create, achieve on our own)”


It’s yours, and it is a gift. There is no place for braging up our own salvation, because next to what Christ Jesus offers us it is nothing. As the apostle Paul said to the church in Ephesus: “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9not by works, so that no one can boast. ”


You did not build your salvation, in the same way you did not build this house of worship. You have a place in it, you even make this salvation your by how you own this salvation now that you are in the midst of it. And Christ love for you can be seen by others in the way you live that salvation out in your life every day, and people will ask you what you do to be so happy in your life, and you can tell them the good news of what Christ Jesus has done.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Investigation committee 
Announcements:  
Maundy Thursday – Sandy is looking for some help in getting dishes ready for this event, and to have a few people helping set up on the day. 
Good Friday - Service will be hosted at St. James’ Beersville, starting at 7pm
The Joint Session Met this past week to set our calendar for spring & summer. There will be a session meeting for Clairville March 25th @2pm. 

Communion– Will be celebrated in worship on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday

Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery of Investigation Committee consists of Doug Blaikie, Kent Burdett, Sylvia Harris, Dallas Davis. They have been tasked with assessing the viability of the pastoral tie within the charge The expectation is that this process should be concluded by then of June.
Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Will start after Easter, we are hoping that weather improves and people can get out.

Snow Day – Saturday March 21st in the afternoon at Daryl & Rose’s in Clairville 

Event – There will be a meeting with Creation Ministries at Grangeville Baptist this Wednesday night at 7pm. There will be a freewill offering.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Lions – The Rexton Lions are hosting a Seniors Supper (Turkey & fixins) on Saturday March 21st from 4 to 6pm. Dig out and dig in.

Yoga – Classes on hold in Harcourt, but are ongoing Mondays in Clairville

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 349 My hope is built on nothing less
    
BoP 404 
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted, like Lord Jesus 

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) meeting at Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm 51, Hebrews 5:5-10, John 12:20-33

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Connecting through music Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help share the gospel among Korean immigrants in North York, Ontario. Sohrae Church, started with support from Presbyterians Sharing, is known to the community for its work with the Sohrae Youth Orchestra. The orchestra began as an ensemble that played during Sunday worship. It is grown into an independent non-profit organization developing and realizing the musical talent of Korean youth, and allowing them to serve the local community with a Christian spirit. A recent concert raised $4,000 for three charities. Sohrae’s music classes also reach out to and build connections with the community. The majority of students come from outside of the Sohrae congregation, and some of the students’ families have started to attend Sunday services. 
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