A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent 

March 17rd 2013

Welcome 

Call to Worship A new commandment
1

A new commandment 

Andrew Donaldson 
A new commandment I give unto you,

That you love one another as I have loved you, 

That you love one another as I have loved you.

By this shall all know you are my disciples; 

if you have love one-for-another; 

By this shall all know you are my disciples; 

if you have love one-for-another.

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: songs 2 Come, let us sing of a wonderful love
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 126 [BoP 662] 

1    When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream.
2    Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them.
3    The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.
4    Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south.
5    They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
6    He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
Children’s story – Walking in the dark

Blindfold one adult, if no one volunteers, blindfold yourself and be led around by voice instructions. Let everyone try and help. Watch to make sure there is no serious injury. 

What do we need to get through a dark place, and a dark time?

A clear voice we can trust who knows the way, and is true.

Is there anybody in the Bible described as being the way and the truth?

Until we listen to Jesus, it is like we are trying to get through life without any of our senses. But by following Jesus we can really see what life is about, what we should go, where we should be, and who we should be listening to. 

Children’s Hymn: songs 121 Close to Thee
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 43:16-21

16Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters; 17Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow. 18Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. 19Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 20The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen. 21This people have I formed for myself; they shall show forth my praise. KJV

16    This is what the LORD says—he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters,
17    who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
18    “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
19    See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
    I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.
20    The wild animals honour me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the desert and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen,
21    the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise.
NIV


       Epistle – Philippians 3:4-14

4Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 5Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 

6Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

 8Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
9And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

10That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 

12Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

13Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 

14I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. KJV

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.
7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 

10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.
12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 769 Lord of Light
                BoP 489 

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 12:1-8

1Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 2There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him. 

3Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 

4Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, (which should betray him), “5Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?”

 6This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein. 

7Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this. 8For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always. KJV

1Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5“Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.
7“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” NIV
Sermon: From yesterdays to tomorrows
As we grow older it gives us a sense of accomplishment to look back over our lives and recall our memories; to try and remember the ‘good ol’ days’, and we may argue when those days actually were. We all in some way try and drift back to those times in our lives when we reached some sense of accomplishment and satisfaction about who we were and what we were doing; that we ‘got it right’; and if those recollections are strong enough there is a strong urge to try and relive those ‘good ol’ days’ to bring them back and make them real again, and that is when we can run into trouble . . .

Still for others of us, who perhaps had a bumpier road through life, might never want to delve back into the vast chasm of darkness that is our past. Perhaps our past is filled with hurt, that we received or still yet that we may have caused. Perhaps our past is so empty, a time without purpose, that we fear those days ever coming to light or their likeness ever happening again. Not everyone’s memories are pleasant . . .

In this year’s World Day of Prayer liturgy there was mentioned the experiences of many women who have come to be Christians in France from many places in the world, through many experiences and many cultures and countries. Many of these women’s past that were mentioned were not pleasant; War, famine, situations of abuse, of forced labour, even being forced to sell their bodies for food for themselves and their children. 

Not everyone has a past or a heritage that they can stand on. Even those of us who feel we have a good past, and our personal history is laudable, is worthy of some praise, surely we have forgotten – chosen to forget – that worse part of ourselves, and those mistakes that remind us just how imperfect. 

All have sinned and have fallen short of grace, and no measure our own effort can completely wipe that out.

But then the Bible says this, In Isaiah: “ Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.”

We have all been taught that to forget our past is to doom ourselves and our children to repeat the mistakes of the past. We have be taught to cherish our history, to celebrate where we have come from.

But there is a difference between knowing our past, and searching out our history and telling our story, then dwelling on the past.

The woman who was abused, the child who was molested, the people who were displaced, the man who suffered injustice, they dream of not having those pains as a part of there past; but there these events - these realities - are all the same. Our history is what it is, and whether we feel it is good about it, or bad, or think of it as some ugly truth our past is our past. Do we all need to bring it up, and show it off? 

And what about the criminal? the sinner in society? It can be a hard thing to step away from a past filled with the hurt inflicted on other people. In our society today we have long memories, they say the internet never forgets, and one quick search of a name can bring up all sorts of details that someone may be trying to leave behind because they want to have a new life. This new world in the electronic, digital age, has a hard time forgiving and an especially hard time forgetting. 

See, there comes a point when our past can get in the way of living our lives today. Good history, bad past, or a whole bunch of ugly, scary skeletons in the closet, we need to see where we are standing and the state of things as they are. 

Churches that have been around for thirty, fifty, a hundred, five hundred, or two thousand years can get fixated on their past, and we think that our best years are somewhere behind us. Old Testament and New Testament alike tell us that is a false vision to dwell on the past, forget today, and lose sight of where we are headed. 

Listen again to Isaiah [vs. 19]: “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.”

 And now to Paul’s letter to the Philippian church [vs. 13,14]: “But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”


We are a people of faith, and it doesn’t take a whole lot of faith to live in the past. The past is ‘been there and done that’, and there is little risk but there is little hope in things turning out much different, even much better.


But the Church is meant to filled with faith, pressing onto a goal that is ahead, that is higher, that is just out of our sight but is held before us as a prize for living out that faith. God calls us heavenward; now when I say heavenward what direction comes to mind? Upward? Onward? Forward?


We all know that lovely old gospel song “I don’t know about tomorrow”, and the truth of that song is based deeply in these verses we have read today. We sing, “But I know who holds tomorrow, and I know who holds my hand”  


God has given us all an amazing history, a past for our faith recorded in stories and lessons, a guide for living. We have a past and a heritage that has been handed down to us from generations of the faithful, and even if we are new to Christian faith, that heritage can – and should be – a gift to, and a reminder of what God has done in the lives of the faithful before us.


But no matter how great or frightening our history is, our past is past-and-gone, and God has not put the calling on us to make those old days alive again, only God can raise the dead, but God has put a call on us to see, in faith, the vision of a homeward bound people, and a heaven-bound church.  


Grace is that miraculous healing power that sets the past behind us, and putting to rest that which does not need to be carried onward, whether we call see it a good or bad, what has been is meant to be cherished as our past and not looked for as our future. God has a new and wondrous future for us, and goal that is more wonderful than anything we have ever known or experienced. 


And so we look towards tomorrow, and we pray that Christ will give us the grace to follow faithfully.
So I would be amiss if I didn’t close this sermon with the gospel song I mentioned earlier, and maybe you can have your Bibles opened to either our reading from Isaiah, or from Philippians, or from the Psalms or our gospel reading, or even to anywhere at all, and see there how God is calling you, and us as His church, forward and heavenward.

I don't know about tomorrow; 
I just live from day to day. 
I don't borrow from its sunshine 
For its skies may turn to grey. 
I don't worry o'er the future, 
For I know what Jesus said. 
And today I'll walk beside Him, 
For He knows what is ahead. 
Many things about tomorrow 
I don't seem to understand 
But I know who holds tomorrow 
And I know who holds my hand. 


Every step is getting brighter 
As the golden stairs I climb; 
Every burden's getting lighter, 
Every cloud is silver-lined. 
There the sun is always shining, 
There no tear will dim the eye; 
At the ending of the rainbow 
Where the mountains touch the sky. 
Many things about tomorrow 
I don't seem to understand 
But I know who holds tomorrow 
And I know who holds my hand. 


I don't know about tomorrow; 
It may bring me poverty. 
But the one who feeds the sparrow, 
Is the one who stands by me. 
And the path that is my portion 
May be through the flame or flood; 
But His presence goes before me 
And I'm covered with His blood. 
Many things about tomorrow 
I don't seem to understand 
But I know who holds tomorrow 
And I know who holds my hand...

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Joint Session Meeting – A calendar of the years events was discussed, and dates of note will be posted soon.

Upcoming session meetings – Monday March 18th 7pm at Zion Church; Monday March 24th 7pm for St. James; 
Booklet – Anthems and Dismissals This is our collection for this year of common calls to worship and dismissals to service. Please leave this copy in the pew today, one can be printed for you for devotion and worship at home. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm 

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25 . Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event.

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. These experiences are available to all youth of the church.
Maundy Thursday – A spiritual supper, and a meal of faith and fellowship, hosted at St. Mark’s Hall 6pm on Thursday, March 28th. Volunteers needed to cook some dishes.   

Good Friday {March 29th} will be hosted at St. Andrew’s, Clairville at 7pm. Readers are being sought and a list is posted. 

BLMS –Thanks to everyone who came out for the Music night. The turnout was excellent and a lot of fun was had by all.

Tea Party – There will be a special Tea Party in Clairville at 7 for 7:30, for the ladies. SO I guess that means if you go to the Maundy Thursday dinner the men will stay and do the clean up and the ladies will go out for some fellowship together.
Next Sunday is Palm Sunday We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a part of worship and sharing the waving of the palms. This service will be directed towards children in the church, and will include a hymn sing as a part of the worship.

Easter Sunday, March 31st We will celebrate the sacrament of communion as we rejoice together in Christ’s resurrection.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn:   NBoP 321 Praise to the Lord the Almighty
`                   BoP 83

Benediction 

Dismissal: [Westridge; BoP 411 ] I am tempted, like Lord Jesus

24

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus

[tune Westridge BoP 411]

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus,

To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word,

Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons,

With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces,

As I make my way.

Not to hold the world by power,

Not by fear, or might,

But in worship, love the Lord,

All day and night.

We face a world of temptation, a world of trouble surrounds the faithful of God. But we live in the care and compassion of God’s hand and in His promises fulfilled in us, we are upheld on angel’s wings, lest we even dash our feet upon the stones in our path. We pray you will join with us upon this journey, or even if you walk with us in faith and fellowship today, that you may know the reality of God’s love living in and among us. God Bless you.
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


Announcements: 

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Mission Moment 
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Working for water justice

Did you know that nearly a billion people around the world do not have access to safe drinking water and improved sanitation? In areas where water is severely limited, Presbyterian World Service & Development and local partners are digging new wells and boreholes, installing water storage tanks at schools and building household latrines. The results are often dramatic: people are able to focus their energy on education, agriculture and income generating activities that have the potential to eradicate poverty. On March 22 - World Water Day - pray, give and advocate for water justice. A gift of only $30 installs a household latrine for improved sanitation.
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