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March 19th 2017 – Lent III

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  Joint Session Meeting A Joint Session is called for Monday March 27th at 7pm, at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church.

Bible Study on the letters of John will begin on Sunday, through March  at 2pm (to Palm Sunday April 9th)at the Manse in Beersville. All are welcome. 
Members classes will run through the season of Lent. We are still looking for a place to host this program. Materials are available from Sandy upon request. 
Fellowship Potluck – in planning for Saturday April 1st at 5pm for all churches of all denominations. 
Maundy Thursday – April 13th 5pm, hosted again at the Anglican Church Hall in Brown’s Yard. After the meal we are invited to a prayer service at St Paul’s. There is no charge for the meal. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated.  

Good Friday – Held at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River 7pm.

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as part of the regular worship services on Palm Sunday (April 9th) and Easter Sunday (April 16th)

Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter (April 19th). Remembering the fellowship of the past, all are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Rexton Lions will be serving their senior supper on March 19 from 4-6pm. A special presentation by the RLNH will begin the evening, and speeches by area youth will end the evening.

Breakfast  – BLMS is hosting their Breakfast and Yard Sale on Saturday April 8
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 21 We will glorify
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 47 O praise the Lord for He is good
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 95 [Pew Bible] 



1    Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD;
    let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
2    Let us come before him with thanksgiving
    and extol him with music and song.
3    For the LORD is the great God,
    the great King above all gods.
4    In his hand are the depths of the earth,
    and the mountain peaks belong to him.
5    The sea is his, for he made it,
    and his hands formed the dry land.
6    Come, let us bow down in worship,
    let us kneel before the LORD our Maker;
7    for he is our God
    and we are the people of his pasture,
    the flock under his care.
    Today, if you hear his voice,
8    do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah,£
    as you did that day at Massah£ in the desert,
9    where your fathers tested and tried me,
    though they had seen what I did.
10    For forty years I was angry with that generation;
    I said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray,
    and they have not known my ways.”
11    So I declared on oath in my anger,
    “They shall never enter my rest.”
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 479 Saviour teach me day by day  
Scripture Readings:     OT – Exodus 17:1-7
1The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”
3But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”
4Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
5The LORD answered Moses, “Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the place Massah£ and Meribah£ because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
                              Epistle – Romans 5:1-11
1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we£ have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we£ rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we£ also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.
6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 129 Jesus loves even me
Scripture Readings: Gospel – John 4:5-42 
5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.
7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
9The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.£ )
10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
11“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?”
13Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”
16He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
17“I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
25The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
26Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”
27Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”
28Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ£?” 30They came out of the town and made their way toward him.
31Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”
32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”
33Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”
34“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”
39Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41And because of his words many more became believers.
42They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”
Sermon: A well of new faith
When the well’s dry, we know the worth of water.
Benjamin Franklin (1706–1790)
Water is such a precious and essential gift for life. For even as we look out into the vastness of the universe - looking for worlds like ours - we discover that though some world may be in position to have water, not all worlds that can have water actually do. As we escape the bonds of this world into the wilderness of the universe we may journey to dry lands, a dry empty unknown.


The Bible tells us, in so many of its stories, about our desperate need for water; whether in the trial stories of prophets set to be tested by barren wilderness or Christ’s wilderness journey where in hunger and thirst Satan ceases an opportunity to tempt and test Jesus our Lord, and fails.


Yet our world, our lives, our human experience still provides even creates circumstances for temptation. Our mission moment today draws attention to this and the world commemorative day, the World Water Day this Wednesday is meant to draw attention to our growing human need for safe water in all the world, even in Canada where clean good water is no less precious though we enjoy abundance.


But we have had our moments, and that very recently, when water was a bit harder to come by for many in our community. This winter’s extended power outage – we still have not come up with a nifty name for it like “White Juan”, but I leave that for bored journalists – provided a poignant example how tenuous our grasp is on this precious resource. Without electricity, pumps in many homes would not work, and so many people had to travel to local springs. The spring in Beersville, which I call the ‘Irving Spring’, was very popular because of how accessible it was. Cars would line up on the side of the road, and people would help load large jugs into trucks for each other. 


In a place where maybe once a month I might meet someone, especially in the summer when I use the spring for my water bottle while I am on the go, I would meet as many as ten people. We would check up on each other, exchange advise on getting through the crisis, share some resources, and tell stories. This was the best part I think for me, for in ten years I have never heard so many of the community’s stories as I did those six-seven days without power.


The meeting place of the ‘watering hole’, so crucial for God’s people in the wilderness, a place of stress and anxiety when it is dry, being called Massah and Meribah (meaning Testing & Quarreling); it is a place of great rejoicing when the rock is split and a flood gushes forth to water the whole people and their livestock; enough to fill a thousand Olympic size swimming pools averaging minimal human and animal water use. 


At the spring in Beersville we shared our anxiety, and met as a community. We don’t take the time we used to do this, as our ancestors met by stores, shops, watering holes of many sorts. So many of our resources are independent that we no longer share moments by the well. I guess the closest we still have is our grocery stores, but too few of us have time to stop in our market places.

But Jesus stops at the watering hole. He stops because he is weary; an important statement about his humanity. He stops, his disciples go onto buy food, and the Samaritan woman meets him at the watering hole, and like a Massah and Meribah there is anxiety, the argument of life and faith and God between Samaria and Israel. 

And their Jesus challenges the faithlessness of the woman, and perhaps of Samaria. The issue that the Jews against the Samaritans is that they would not believe with the other descendants of Abraham, and would not worship in Jerusalem because of this; in many ways they are the forebearers of the not only the Christian faith but also the Muslim faith in this. 

In this moment with Jesus, the his challenge calls the woman to see just who Jesus is to her, and also who she is to herself and the community around her. When we meet each other at our ‘watering holes’ we are also invited into this discussion; to challenge each other to a greater authenticity of faith and of living that faith before the rest of the world. We are called to this place and time for this purpose. For as we – as we said in our psalm – bring praise before the Lord who holds the earth and all that is in it, we discover all that God has done and all that we have taken credit for but not done ourselves. 
Every morning the sun rises to warm the earth. If it were to fail to shine for just one minute, all life on the earth would die. The rains come to water the earth. There is fertility in the soil, life in the seeds, oxygen in the air. The providence of God is about us in unbelievable abundance every moment. But so often we just take it for granted.

We are invited by Christ to more than a place of refreshment, but a ever-refreshed and renew life that comes when we give our lives over to him un joy forever. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Robbie, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Pamela, Paul, Betty, Vincent, Juanita, Petley family, 

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 278 Glory be to God the Father
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted like Lord Jesus
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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  Mission Moments:  World Water Day (March 22) Worldwide, 663 million people live without improved drinking water sources. A lack of clean water is a significant development challenge. In areas of the world where access to water is limited, local Presbyterian World Service & Development partners are responding to improve water sources, build new ones and train volunteers to maintain wells.  Support to improve sanitation ensures water stays clean and prevents the spread of illness. PWS&D equips communities to build hand-washing facilities and latrines and educates members about proper hygiene. The results of this program are transformative and far reaching—clean water allows women and men to harvest crops, care for their families, expand their livelihoods and lead healthy, productive lives.
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