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Lent

Sunday March 1st 2015

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 19 Simple gifts
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 814 Morning has broken
    BoP 550
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 2 [Pew Bible] 

1    Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
2    The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,

3    Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

4    He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.

5    Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.

6    Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.

7    I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.

8    Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.

9    Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.

10    Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.

11    Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

12    Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.
KJV

1    Why do the nations conspire£ and the peoples plot in vain?

2    The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD

    and against his Anointed One.£
3    “Let us break their chains,” they say,“and throw off their fetters.”

4    The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.

5    Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,

6    “I have installed my King£ on Zion, my holy hill.”

7I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:

    He said to me, “You are my Son£; today I have become your Father.£
8    Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.

9    You will rule them with an iron scepter£; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”

10    Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11    Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling.

12    Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 452 Jesus, stand among us
    BoP 323
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Genesis 17:1-7

1And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 2And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 3And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,
4As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 5Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 6And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.
7And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.
KJV

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty£; walk before me and be blameless. 2I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.”
3Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5No longer will you be called Abram£; your name will be Abraham,£ for I have made you a father of many nations. 6I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you
 NIV


       Epistle – Romans 4:13-25

13For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: 15Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 16Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,
17(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. 18Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 19And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah’s womb: 20He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 21And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 22And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.
23Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 24But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 25Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.
KJV

13It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 15because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.
16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”£ He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.
18Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”£ 19Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” 23The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, 24but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 298 Glory be to God the Father
    BoP 278
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 9:2-9

 2And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 3And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them. 4And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 5And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 6For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 7And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 8And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves. 9And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. KJV

2After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.
5Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
7Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
8Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
NIV

Sermon: Laughing in Heaven

Heaven is a place prepared for those who are prepared for it.

Email...to????? 
A businessman from Wisconsin went on a business trip to Louisiana. Upon arrival, he immediately plugged his laptop into the hotel room port and sent a short E-mail back home to his wife, Jennifer Johnson, at her address, JennJohn@world.net. 

Unfortunately, in his haste, he mistyped a letter and the E-mail ended up going to JeanJohn@world.net, a Jean Johnson in Duluth, the wife of a preacher who had just passed away and was buried that day. The preacher's wife took one look at the E-mail and promptly fainted. 

It read, "Arrived safely, but it sure is hot down here!" 

An old lady was on a flight.  She was sitting beside a young businessman.
After the in-flight meal she took out her Holy Bible and starts her daily devotion. 
The businessman glances at her and said.   Do you really believe that stuff in the Bible is true?
"Well, yes, as a matter of fact I do," said the old lady.
"Yeah, right..." the man scorns, "like... what's that guy's name, the one who got swallowed by a whale..."
"You mean Jonah?"
"Yeah, Jonah, I mean, how do somebody actually survive for three days in a fish's gut?"
"I don't know," replied the old lady, "but I suppose I will get to ask him when I see him in heaven someday."
Feeling smart, the young man said: "Ok, but what if he's not in heaven because he went to hell?"
"Then young man, I guess *you* can ask him" replied the old lady calmly.


The bible tells us a good deal about both heaven and hell. The books of Revelation and of Daniel, and throughout the writings of the prophets, even in the gospels we hear about the gentle nature of heaven and the torments of hell. 

The psalm today though does not tell us about pearly gates, or golden roads or precious stones or mansions or bright lights or strange animals or crowds of witnesses, the picture of heaven that we are given today by the psalm is pretty simple, and it works for me in explaining how heaven can be a place without sadness or sorrow, ever. In heaven God laughs.


Does God have a sense of humour? I think God is just waiting for someone to say that it is not going to snow anymore, then on goes this year’s snow joke.

 Anyone can devise a plan by which good people may go to heaven. Only God can devise a plan whereby sinners, who are his enemies, can go to heaven.
Lewis Sperry Chafer (1871–1952)
This 85 year old couple, having been married almost 60 years, had died in a car crash. They had been in good health the last ten years mainly due to her interest in health food, and exercise. 
       
      When they reached the pearly gates, St. Peter took them to their mansion which was decked out with a beautiful kitchen and master bath suite and Jacuzzi. 
       
      As they "oohed and aahed" the old man asked Peter how much all this was going to cost. 
       
      "It's free," Peter replied, "this is Heaven." 
       
      Next they went out back to survey the championship golf course that the home backed up to. They would have golfing privileges everyday and each week the course changed to a new one representing the great golf courses on earth. 
       
      The old man asked, "what are the green fees?". 
       
      Peter's reply, "This is heaven, you play for free." 
       
      Next they went to the club house and saw the lavish buffet lunch with the cuisines of the world laid out. 
       
      "How much to eat?" asked the old man. 
       
      "Don't you understand yet? This is heaven, it is free!" Peter replied with some exasperation. 
       
      "Well, where are the low fat and low cholesterol tables?" the old man asked timidly. 
       
      Peter lectured, "That's the best part...you can eat as much as you like of whatever you like and you never get fat and you never get sick. This is Heaven." 
       
      With that the old man went into a fit of anger, throwing down his hat and stomping on it, and shrieking wildly. 
       
      Peter and his wife both tried to calm him down, asking him what was wrong. The old man looked at his wife and said, "This is all your fault. If it weren't for your blasted bran muffins, I could have been here ten years ago!"

Why does God laugh?

1    Why do the nations conspire£ and the peoples plot in vain?

2    The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD

    and against his Anointed One.£
3    “Let us break their chains,” they say,“and throw off their fetters.”

4    The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.

5    Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,

6    “I have installed my King£ on Zion, my holy hill.”

7I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:

    He said to me, “You are my Son£; today I have become your Father.£
8    Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.

9    You will rule them with an iron scepter£; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”

10    Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11    Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling.

12    Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
NIV

Abraham is not mentioned laughing, but Sarah laughs, and she laughs at God in God’s promise. 

Is the laughter only in heaven? But what do we have here? 
John Newton (1725–1807) “If I ever reach heaven, I expect to find three wonders there: first, to meet some I had not thought to see there; second, to miss some I had expected to see there; and third, the greatest wonder of all, to find myself there.”
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Charlie, the Ryans 
Announcements:  
Annual Meeting: Are concluded, St. James will have a short meeting today

The Joint Session Will meet March 11th  to discuss items raised by Presbytery and to look at our spring and summer schedule for events and services.

Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery of New Brunswick has agreed to investigate the viability of the pastoral charge and to sustain the charge while the process is ongoing. The expectation is that this should be concluded by
Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Is on hold for this week, this may be suspended until weather improves and people can get out.

World Day of Prayer Services – St. John’s Untied in West Branch, 7pm on March 6th ; St Bartholomew’s RC in Bass River, 2:30pm on March 8th. . This year the service asks the question “Do you know what I have done to you” John 13  
Snow Day – We are looking for a date, a time, and a place, but it sure would be nice to get together for some fun and perhaps some cookies and hot chocolate.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Lions – The Rexton Lions are hosting a Seniors Supper (Turkey & fixins) on Saturday March 21st from 4 to 6pm. Dig out and dig in.

Benefit – The Bass River hall will host a benefit on March 7th at 7pm in support of Tyler and Shawn who are recovering from the accident on New Year’s eve/day.

 Yoga – Classes on hold for this week

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 438 When morning gilds the skies
    
BoP 230

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted, like Lord Jesus 

[tune Westridge BoP 411]

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus,

To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word,

Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons,

With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces,

As I make my way.

Not to hold the world by power,

Not by fear, or might,

But in worship, love the Lord,

All day and night.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) meeting at Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: Exodus 20:1-7, Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Mark 8:31-38

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements:  
Annual Meeting: Are concluded, St. James will have a short meeting today

The Joint Session Will meet March 11th  to discuss items raised by Presbytery and to look at our spring and summer schedule for events and services.

Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery of New Brunswick has agreed to investigate the viability of the pastoral charge and to sustain the charge while the process is ongoing. The expectation is that this should be concluded by
Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Is on hold for this week, this may be suspended until weather improves and people can get out.

World Day of Prayer Services – St. John’s Untied in West Branch, 7pm on March 6th ; St Bartholomew’s RC in Bass River, 2:30pm on March 8th. . This year the service asks the question “Do you know what I have done to you” John 13  
Snow Day – We are looking for a date, a time, and a place, but it sure would be nice to get together for some fun and perhaps some cookies and hot chocolate.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Lions – The Rexton Lions are hosting a Seniors Supper (Turkey & fixins) on Saturday March 21st from 4 to 6pm. Dig out and dig in.

Benefit – The Bass River hall will host a benefit on March 7th at 7pm in support of Tyler and Shawn who are recovering from the accident on New Year’s eve/day.

 Yoga – Classes on hold for this week

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Charlie, the Ryans 
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T+'s not a dress,
it’s a cassock.




Mission Moments Experiencing God’s transforming love The Presbyterian Church of East Africa’s Theological Education by Extension program in Kenya provides practical, interactive theological courses to help lay leaders understand scripture, apply it to their context and put it into practice. The course is also offered to prisoners who are eager to learn about God and turn their lives around. Joseph Wanyama, who is serving a life sentence for  robbery in Kingongo Maximum Prison,was one of the first inmates to enroll in the course at Kingongo. He became a Christian on his graduation day. Joseph shares, “This course has both liberated and transformed me. I now feel freer inside this prison than I felt before I was imprisoned. I am happy that I can now understand God from my own perspective." Presbyterians Sharing helps people like Joseph experience God’s transforming love.
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