A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Bev Dunn, Dolly MacDonald, Pam Wilson, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com 
pccweb.ca/brpc

Palm Sunday -  March 20th 2016

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 10 Hosanna 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 398 My faith looks up to thee

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 31 [Pew Bible] 

1    In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;

    deliver me in your righteousness.

2    Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue;

    be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me.

3    Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me.

4    Free me from the trap that is set for me, for you are my refuge.

5    Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.

6    I hate those who cling to worthless idols; I trust in the LORD.

7    I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for you saw my affliction

    and knew the anguish of my soul.

8    You have not handed me over to the enemy but have set my feet in a spacious place.

9    Be merciful to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eyes grow weak with sorrow,

    my soul and my body with grief.

10    My life is consumed by anguish and my years by groaning;  my strength fails because of my affliction, 

    and my bones grow weak.

11    Because of all my enemies, I am the utter contempt of my neighbours;

    I am a dread to my friends—those who see me on the street flee from me.

12    I am forgotten by them as though I were dead; I have become like broken pottery.

13    For I hear the slander of many; there is terror on every side;

    they conspire against me and plot to take my life.

14    But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.”

15    My times are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from those who pursue me.

16    Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love.

17    Let me not be put to shame, O LORD, for I have cried out to you;

    but let the wicked be put to shame and lie silent in the grave. 

18    Let their lying lips be silenced, for with pride and contempt they speak arrogantly against the righteous.

19    How great is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you, which you bestow in the sight of men on those who take refuge in you.

20    In the shelter of your presence you hide them from the intrigues of men; in your dwelling you keep them safe from accusing tongues.

21    Praise be to the LORD, for he showed his wonderful love to me when I was in a besieged city.

22    In my alarm I said, “I am cut off from your sight!”

    Yet you heard my cry for mercy when I called to you for help.

23    Love the LORD, all his saints! The LORD preserves the faithful, but the proud he pays back in full.

24    Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.
Children’s story – Hope & Help

Children’s Hymn: BoP 157 Hosanna, loud hosanna!
Scripture Readings: OT – Isaiah 50:4-9

4    The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue,
    to know the word that sustains the weary.

    He wakens me morning by morning,

    wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.

5    The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears,

    and I have not been rebellious;

    I have not drawn back.

6    I offered my back to those who beat me,

    my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;

    I did not hide my face

    from mocking and spitting.

7    Because the Sovereign LORD helps me,

    I will not be disgraced.

    Therefore have I set my face like flint,

    and I know I will not be put to shame.

8    He who vindicates me is near.

    Who then will bring charges against me?

    Let us face each other!

    Who is my accuser?

    Let him confront me!

9    It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me.

    Who is he that will condemn me?

    They will all wear out like a garment;

    the moths will eat them up.

                              Epistle – Revelation 4:1-11

1 After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” 

2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. 4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 6 Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.

In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. 

Day and night they never stop saying:

“Holy, holy, holy

is the Lord God Almighty,

who was, and is, and is to come.”

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honour and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. 

They lay their crowns before the throne and say:

11    “You are worthy, our Lord and God,

    to receive glory and honour and power,

    for you created all things,

    and by your will they were created

    and have their being.”

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 19:28-40

28After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30“Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’”
32Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”

34They replied, “The Lord needs it.”

35They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.

37When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:

38    “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”

40“I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 342 Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face   

The celebration of the Lord’s Supper  
Sermon: Before the Throne of Heaven

Our reading today begins with an invitation. It is the same kind of invitation that we try and share when we come to the Lord’s table and celebrate communion: “Come up here and I will show what must take place . . .” . 


From the covenants to the gospels our Lord God, Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Spirit, we are invited; God’s people have constantly been invited to know God and understand God’s will and purposes for us as – more than simply another part of creation – the image of God created for the celebration of God.    


The whole of chapter four of Revelation takes us into the triumphant scene of the throne-room of heaven. Now something to try and understand about the fixtures, again this is like someone trying to make sense of a very intense dreams, or group of visionary dreams and put it into terms people could understand. 


Jasper and Carnelian are not only a way of saying that Jesus shone with a certain tone of light, but that the light meant that he was a leader, but not just any leader but one that governess in spiritual matters as well as earthly. These were the same types of stones that would be found on the breastplate of the chief priest, each stone representing a different tribe. So this first one is likely referring to one of the stone in the first row at the top of the breastplate. 


Yet the emerald is not necessarily from the symbolic breastplate of the Chief priest, instead this seams to be the same sort of imagery that modern advertisers evoke when they describe your favourite floor cleaner or varnish. As well, one of the major symbols of a royal setting was to have not only the walls and the ceiling painted with elaborate designs and drawings but also the floor, especially around a central hearth, and the throne which would  - interestingly enough be a circle – and would be the place from which all major feasts and festivals would begin. With all the officials present either seated or standing around the throne and around the hearth. The last description of the furnishing s fo the throne room is of a crystal sea floor, and in these days before large pane glass production [only for beads, mosaic tile and other decorative work] a large polished surface would only have been marble or other polished stone.  This is any case again denotes the finest of throne rooms and is a rising of power and influence. 


And also to this, the entire scene in Revelation denotes Gods rule over the natural elements and also the way that God draws all of creation in various ways into unified celebration. 


The lamp stands re-invoke the place of the churches in relation to the throne of God and we can envision the church today in the same manner. These are places denoting both great honour and also great responsibility. Before we get into the business of trying to divide up the Spirit of God, we should first accept that God I -  this setting- giving fellowship to the seven church, the seven lamp stands. 


The lamp stands are in place of celebration – and given that this is palm Sunday – we should perhaps be a little more aware of the parallels in today’s gospel lesson and today’s 


There are a few ways to look at the four beasts however, and each of them or all of them may have meaning together. They symbolize different things to different cultures, and it is hard to say with certainty if they represent characteristics or actual people [or peoples], but they are meant as powerful symbols, and that in the very least is howwe should see them. One aspect of their appearance should be noted, and that is the six wings, which – like our military chevrons – this is a ranking among angels, in angelology where numbers of sets of wings, or numbers of layers of wings denotes the higher rank.

But here is to the point of the text, which is less the setting, but the words of the assembly, because – giventhis is palm Sunday we really come to the point of this passage. 

“Holy, holy, holy

is the Lord God Almighty,

who was, and is, and is to come.”

What was the bit from tiodays reading that the crowd was shouting: “38    “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

They lay their crowns before the throne and say:

11    “You are worthy, our Lord and God,

    to receive glory and honour and power,

    for you created all things,

    and by your will they were created

    and have their being.”

The gospel of Luke excludes I, but the other gospels pick it up, they shout:

Matthew 21:9 “38    “Hosanna to the Son of David, Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest. 

” 

Hosanna = A Hebrew expression meaning “Save!” which became an exclamation of praise; also

A difference of praise between the praise before the crucifixion and the praise that Christ receives now.

Hosanna Luke 19:38 = Psalm 118:25-26 “O LORD, save us; {Hosanna!}
    O LORD, grant us success. {Hosanna!}
26    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.
    From the house of the LORD we bless you.
”

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W., Neil Ryan, a friend in grief, children on March break. 
Announcements 

Treasurer –The Bass River Pastoral Charge needs new Central Treasurer. Anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 
Presbytery – Met this past in Riverview. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School is back up and running on Monday nights 6-7pm. Cookie bakers should call Tanya 785-6696
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Bible Study – Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Sheila Handrahan in Harcourt after looking at the book of James. Another Bible study is being planned for Lent titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ Monday 1pm @ Jessie Kelly’s (1982 Rte 495, East Branch – not this week] & 2pm Thursday @ the Manse. [3279 Rte 465, Beersville]

Sermon Series – Through Lent & Easter Rev. Sutherland will be offering Sermons reflecting on the book of Revelation.
Maundy Thursday - 5pm on March 24th At St. Paul’s Hall in Brown’s Yard. Volunteers needed to cook dishes or help with set up/ clean up.

Good Friday – Service will be hosted at St. Mark’s Church March 25th @ 7pm 
Rexton Lions Club – TODAY! Senior’s Dinner March 20th 4-6pm with live entertainment and the BLMS presenting speeches at 6:30. Donation’s Received 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available.
Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 278 Glory be to God the Father

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 21 We will glorify
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcement: 

Mission Moments March 20 is World Water Day One way our church is helping vulnerable families lead healthier lives is by improving their access to clean water. In Lyness’s village in Malawi, inadequate toilets led to the contamination of open water sources and the spread of illnesses like diarrhea. But all that has changed. A Presbyterian World Service & Development-supported program helped build sanitation platforms in Lyness’s village. These platforms improve the cleanliness of the latrine, its safety and ease of use. “My family no longer suffers from diarrhea as a result of poor sanitation and hygiene,” shares Lyness. Clean water and proper sanitation facilities are improving the health and well-being of vulnerable communities in our global village. 
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