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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent

March 23rd  2014

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Lenten liturgy
Opening Praise: insert Precious Lord, take my hand
Precious Lord, take my hand  Thom​as Dor​sey
Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I'm tired, I am weak I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near
When my life is almost gone
Hear my cry,
Hear my call
Hold my hand lest I fall
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When the darkness appears and the night draws near
And the day is past and gone
At the river I stand
Guide my feet,
Hold my hand
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 95 [pew Bible] 

1    Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD;
    let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
2    Let us come before him with thanksgiving
    and extol him with music and song.
3    For the LORD is the great God,
    the great King above all gods.
4    In his hand are the depths of the earth,
    and the mountain peaks belong to him.
5    The sea is his, for he made it,
    and his hands formed the dry land.
6    Come, let us bow down in worship,
    let us kneel before the LORD our Maker;
7    for he is our God
    and we are the people of his pasture,
    the flock under his care.
    Today, if you hear his voice,
8    do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah,{Exodus 17:1-7} 

    as you did that day at Massah in the desert,
9    where your fathers tested and tried me,
    though they had seen what I did.
10    For forty years I was angry with that generation;
    I said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray,
    and they have not known my ways.”
11    So I declared on oath in my anger,
    “They shall never enter my rest.”
Sunday School Show & Tell

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn 401 Tell me the old, old story 
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Exodus 17:1-7

1The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”
3But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”
4Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
5The LORD answered Moses, “Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the place Massah and Meribah£ because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

       Epistle – Romans 5:1-11

1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.
6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 103 Now thank we all our God
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 4:5-42

5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.
7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
9The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.£ )
10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
11“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?”
13Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”
16He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
17“I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
25The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
26Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”
27Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”
28Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” 30They came out of the town and made their way toward him.
31Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”
32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”
33Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”
34“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”
39Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41And because of his words many more became believers.
42They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.”
Sermon:  Thirsty again . . .

The sports drink Gatorade dates back to the mid sixties in Florida when researches in the College of Medicine at Florida State were looking for a way to replenish water and electrolytes lost in exercise. The drink was named for the school mascot, and when the Gators football team won the Orange Bowl two years later and credited Gatorade the brand took off in popularity, becoming the NFL’s official drink by the end of the next year. By the time Quaker Oats bought it in 1983 it was worth 220 million and by 2001, when it was sold to PepsiCola with Quaker the two together were worth 13 billion dollars. It was a product that would relieve thirst, but just like colas, sodas, juices, milk, all manner of hot and cold beverages, and - of course - water, once your thirst is quenched it is just a s matter of waiting till you are thirsty again. And so the world profits at our thirst.


And it is not just our bodies that get thirsty, we speak of people having a ‘thirst for knowledge’ always wanting to learn a new thing. We speak of tyrants, military leaders and warlords having a ‘thirst for blood’, that they want violence and bloodshed. A ‘thirst’ is a desire, a primal instinctual desire.


A desert is not simply a thirsty land, but by its desolation it is a place where all of a person’s thirsts are all engaged. It is a land devoid of people, of things, of stuff, of not only water but of power, of purpose. A desert thirsts for whatever comes to it, and so a desert is the very best in learning grounds in how to overcome every kind of thirst. The desert is the landscape and setting of lent, and not only Christ’s wandering but the wandering ground of God’s people and prophets.


Come and thirst with me a while.


Jesus and his disciples had been on the road most of the day. Pilgrim trails, as well as the Roman roads, were designed along long established supply and provision routes. A day’s journey would include several places to stop, perhaps several wells when it was warm and dry. Not everyone traveled at the same pace or wit the same load, and even through Samaritan lands, there would be places where a Jewish traveler could stop and get some rest. 


It is a testament to Jesus’ humanity that he calls on his disciples to stop for he was tired from the journey. While our human weakness often puts us in danger of falling into bigger snares, Jesus shows us that even weakness from a journey can serve the will of God in the midst of a rest. There is no time that we cannot serve God or share the goodness of God’s truth.


Jesus was thirsty again, but you don’t hear him complain. 

Today’s psalm was a call to worship, but it also includes a history lesson about when God’s people forgot worship and complained to and tested God’s love. It is a lesson found in the book of Exodus, a passage we also read this morning, Exodus 17 verses 1-7. The people of God  grumbled against God and against Moses time and again. It seems throughout the books of Exodus, Numbers, Leviticus and Deuteronomy that any time the people of God stop they grumble about being thirsty. They grumble, they complain they even make threats to harm Moses, reject God and turn back to live as slaves in Egypt. And against God gives seven clear instances of answering the thirst of his people, even with their grumbling and distrust, God provides and provisions. God answers their grumblings with the mercies of food, but God also answers their distrust with the provision of the curse of prolonged suffering. The people of God were taught in the wilderness to trust God’s provision even in the midst of suffering, and we learn that God loves us still, even when we grumble, or as a circuit preacher put it around the turn of the last century {Ralph Sockman}“Our ground of hope is that God does not weary of mankind.”.    


Jesus was prone to the same sort of weariness that you or might experience. He would feel the effects of a prolonged season just as you and I are certainly feeling the strain of winter as we look down the barrel at another storm on the verge of what should be spring. But rather than grumble against God are we looking for the encounter with others who hunger and thirst in order to offer the nourishment and refreshment we have in Christ Jesus? Jesus felt the thirst, but he welcomed it as an opportunity. 


Is that our reaction to hardship and suffering? Do we see them as opportunity? When life’s dangers and opportunities come together at the crossroad of crisis are we cringing away or engaging the world?


In Jesus thirst is a lost soul’s refreshment. The woman who came to the well was thirsty. She was thirsty for more than water, she was thirsty in her life, in her desire to be loved, to be accepted, even forgiven. She was thirsty to be understood and hungry for a life that was limited by her past. She desired a future that was in God’s promises for all people. She is us; she is meant tot represent us before Christ. And hers is a message not only to one woman, or one village, but to everyone who wants to feel known, understood and most of all forgiven.


For in God’s forgiveness is true refreshment.  Charles Morrison – a minister out of Iowa and Illinois – wrote: “The love of God is no mere sentimental feeling; it is redemptive power.”


There are a lot of things we can be thirsty for, only a few are for our benefit and health, but as Jesus points out there is only on great refreshment, and that drink that makes a flood of life ands purpose in us is the living water that only Christ can give. The forgiveness found the Jesus Christ is the one great refreshment we need. It comes to us when we need it most, in the midst of prayers, in the midst of suffering sorrow and strife. It is not when we are refreshed that we often realize this, but when we feel the weight of our sin and famine of spiritual strength that our sin causes, THAT is the moment of our refreshment; THAT is the moment of forgiveness and renewed faith in Jesus Christ. 


For it is of Christ that the prophet Isaiah speaks when he declares {55:1}: “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. ”

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Joint Session In respect to financial concerns raised at this year’s annual meetings, and desiring a vision for ministry and mission throughout the pastoral charge, there will be a meeting of the congregations of the pastoral charge on Wednesday April 9th 6:30pm to discuss these items and make plans. There will be a potluck fellowship before the meeting, meal at 5:30 pm.

New parts of our worship –

Devotional Moments – where we share a favourite devotional lesson 

Bible School Show and Tell – a moment for the children to share their lessons with us. 
Greetings In a phone conversation last week Rev. Dr. John Allison sent greetings to you with prayers for your life as a congregation in Christ.
Easter Celebrations – Maundy Thursday Dinner @ St Mark’s Hall 6pm




Good Friday Candle Service @ Zion, West Branch 7pm




Palm & Easter Sunday Communion will be celebrated

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study Psalms This will this Wed. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm

Bible School – Weekly on Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank - There is a need for canned meat & milk, and diaper Condolences The prayers and condolences of the congregation are extended to the Ferguson & Robichaud family at the loss of Brody.
BLMS Breakfast & Yard Sale Sat. April 12, 8am to noon; info call 523-7160
Beersville Fire Dept. Roast beef Dinner April 26th 4-6:30pm $12 Adults $6 Child

Musical Evening: Sunday, April 6th; 7pm @ St. Andrew’s Church. Valerie Thompson at a concert featuring “The Villagers”, a four-part group from Miramichi. $10 at door. Proceeds for St. Andrew’s Restoration Fund.

Thursday, April 24th @ 7pm, St. Andrew’s Church.  Megan Thibeault, pianist, will perform a repertoire which she is preparing for the Canadian Music Competition in Halifax. Goodwill donations only.  All proceeds for the Restoration Fund.God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 112 Blessed Assurance
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted, like Lord Jesus

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus,

To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word,

Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons,

With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces,

As I make my way.

Not to hold the world by power,

Not by fear, or might,

But in worship, love the Lord,

All day and night.

Next week’s Services

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14-, John 9:1-41

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled due to weather. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Rowan, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, John, Marilyn, Shelley, Kevin’s family, Brenda & family, the Fahey’s, Phyllis, John Allison & family
Mission Moments Translating the Bible in Taiwan Rev. Dr. Paul McLean works with translation teams as they translate the Bible into Amis, Bunun, Drekay and Paiwan. They face many challenging questions, such as how to translate the words for “God” or “Lord” and abstract concepts such as “love”, “peace” or “justice” into Taiwan’s indigenous languages. Together they are looking for ways to “communicate the truths about God written down 3000-2000 years ago in the Hebrew Old Testament and the Greek New Testament in a way that both elderly and youth can understand in their mother-tongue.” It is an ongoing adventure – one that they are facing with are facing with enthusiasm and trust in God's guidance. Pray that the words they translate will speak to people’s hearts. 
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