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The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div

Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com

Organist: Mrs. Marly Sutherland
Good Friday – March 25th 2016; 7pm

Instrumental & Opening Hymn songs 5 Old rugged cross
 [Candles lit]
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Jesus said, "It is finished.” With
that. he bowed his head and gave
up his spirit





Scripture: Hebrews 10:16-25  

16    “This is the covenant I will make with them
    after that time, says the Lord.
    I will put my laws in their hearts,
    and I will write them on their minds.”£
17Then he adds:
    “Their sins and lawless acts
    I will remember no more.”£
18And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.
19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Hymn BoP 185 Beneath the cross of Jesus 

Scripture: Psalm 22:1-8, 9-11, 12-18, 19-25, 26-31
[extinguish a candle]

1    My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me,
    so far from the words of my groaning?
2    O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent.
3    Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel. 

4    In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.
5    They cried to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed.
6    But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people.
7    All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads:
8    “He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”
9    Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother’s breast.
10    From birth I was cast upon you; from my mother’s womb you have been my God.
11    Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.
12    Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.
13    Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me.
14    I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me.
15    My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
    you lay me in the dust of death.

16    Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.
17    I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me.
18    They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.
19    But you, O LORD, be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me.
20    Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs.
21    Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen.
22    I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you.
23    You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you descendants of Jacob, honour him!
    Revere him, all you descendants of Israel!
24    For he has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help.
25    From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before those who fear you£ will I fulfill my vows.
26    The poor will eat and be satisfied; they who seek the LORD will praise him—may your hearts live forever!
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27    All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD,    and all the families of the nations will bow down before him,
28    for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations.
29    All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before him—those who cannot keep themselves alive.
30    Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord.
31    They will proclaim his righteousness  to a people yet unborn—for he has done it.
Prayer songs 68 Near the cross
 Lord God,  Jesus your son wanted us to call you Father, and to be open and honest before you and each other about our faith and what we struggle with in faith. We act as though we do not need your parenting, or that we do not need Christ’s sacrifice. But tonight we set all that aside, and we lay down our sins at the foot of the cross.

   Jesus, keep me near the cross, There a precious fountain—Free to all, a healing stream—Flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.
Refrain: In the cross, in the cross, Be my glory ever; Till my raptured soul shall find Rest beyond the river.

 Lord God, our Creator and our Redeemer; We have blessed lives, we have a place to live that is peaceful, we have friends and neighbours to love and for us to love, and do not always remember to celebrate these things as gifts from you. When we have taken your loving gifts for granted forgive us. 

Near the cross, a trembling soul, Love and Mercy found me; There the bright and morning star---Sheds its beams around me. In the cross, in the cross, Be my glory ever; Till my raptured soul shall find Rest beyond the river.
Take us to your cross, to see our sin laid bare upon it wood, staining the earth, showing your love.

 We do not win because of what we have done, but because of what you have done, because of what Christ Jesus has done. 

[image: image5.png]


   Near the cross! O Lamb of God, Bring its scenes before me; Help me walk from day to day, With its shadows o’er me. In the cross, in the cross, Be my glory ever; Till my raptured soul shall find Rest beyond the river.

You give us heaven at the cost of your own son, Jesus, who suffered and died, driven by our sin to the very gates of hell, to bear our sin into its destruction and not ours. His death saved us from our sins.

Near the cross I’ll watch and wait -- Hoping, trusting ever, Till I reach the golden strand, Just beyond the river. In the cross, in the cross, Be my glory ever; Till my raptured soul shall find Rest beyond the river.
In Christ, it is finished. Hallelujah, to the King of Kings, The Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. When we pray, we pray in His name, and now together let us pray the words that he taught us.


   The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in Heaven; Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen

Scripture: John 18:1 - 9
[extinguish a candle] [

exti1When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it.
2Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.
4Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?”
5“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
7Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”
And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
8“I told you that I am he,” Jesus answered. “If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 9This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.” 

Reflection: Who we want . . .

Who have you needed Jesus to be in you life? We name him Saviour and Lord, but from one soul to the next that can have a lot of different meaning in the infinitely different context humanity finds itself facing. The context of salvation is different. We are a longer-living, with great access to resources, even planet-leaving people. We can bring back people from the dead, still not after a week or a day, but after minutes or hours of being dead. In many ways the context of salvation seems very different, and Jesus for many people seems very irrelevant. But he’s not is he, that’s the amazing part of the Jesus miracle is that he is not irrelevant. 


Jesus is relevant to the centuries before he was born, and to use still two millennia after his birth and life and death, who Jesus is still very relevant, it has meaning and purpose. ‘King of the Jews’ maybe, maybe not so important, but that he is Lord, Lord of all, Lord of all creation; yes, who he is, that matters.


The gospels make a big deal about Jesus identifying himself. Jesus asks his disciples “Who do people say that I am? [Mark 8:27-29]”, but they are not able to handle the full implications of him as the Messiah. Jesus says, after he washes his disciples’ feet, that: “ 13“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. [John 13:13-17]” Even to this Peter struggles to accept what he needs to accept in order to truly follow Jesus. We have to learn, and grow to accept Jesus for who he says he is, not just for who we need him to be. Who we need him to be limits him, but who we need him to be tells us who we need to become, and how we need to grow and assert our faith.



When Jesus was put on trial, it was because people in power could not accept who Jesus was and was said to be.


But who we need Jesus to be is the most telling. It is the most telling because it tells us who we need to become. You might say that Jesus needs to be kind, because you need more kindness in your life. And you might say that Jesus needs to save you from your sins, because you feel overwhelmed. And you might say that you need Jesus as your leader, because this world and this society seems so leaderless. And you might say you need Jesus as your brother, because you always wanted someone in your family like that.


So, Jesus was arrested and he stood on trial, and everything they said he wasn’t he really was. That said he couldn’t be God’s son, but he was. They said he couldn’t fulfill the prophecies but he did, and they said he could never forgive sins, or heal, or teach the law with authority, they said he wasn’t, but he was.


And they plotted to kill him, and they schemed to discredit him, and lets not point a finger at any one group because our sins do the same thing, and two thousand years of human sinning show that we still plot and scheme and betray the Lord.


Who we want Jesus to be, is who we need to be, because Jesus is more than everything we need. We say that we need to see Jesus as kind, that ought to remind us that we need to be more kind. When we look to Jesus for salvations from sin, we need to be willing to make more of stand against sin in who we are, what we do and how we live. When we call on Jesus to be a leader for us, we need to be courageous and let Christ lead through us. When we need Christ to be our brother, perhaps it is time to ask ourselves what kind of brother or sister we are in Christ.


Who we need him to be, 


He is the one who died for you and me


That we - at last - may see


The end of impossibility


An the beginning of joyful infinity 

Scripture: John 18:10-27
[[extinguish a candle]tinguis

h a ca10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)
11Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?”
ndle] 12Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 13and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one man died for the people.
15Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 16but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there and brought Peter in.
17“You are not one of his disciples, are you?” the girl at the door asked Peter.
He replied, “I am not.”
18It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.
19Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.
20“I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 21Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.”
22When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the face. “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” he demanded.
23“If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” 24Then Annas sent him, still bound, to Caiaphas the high priest.
25As Simon Peter stood warming himself, he was asked, “You are not one of his disciples, are you?”
He denied it, saying, “I am not.”
26One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the olive grove?” 27Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.
Reflection:  Good Friday 


written by Arlene C. Russel
Scripture: John 18:28-40   [extinguish a candle]

28Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?”
30“If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.”
31Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”
“But we have no right to execute anyone,” the Jews objected. 32This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled.
33Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
34“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”
35“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?”
36Jesus said, 
“My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.”37“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
38“What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”
40They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in a  rebellion.
Reflection:  The trials


Jesus was, at one point, in fellowship with his disciples at prayer and in the next line Jesus is being hauled away by temple guards. It is an abrupt and upsetting change in the narrative. Peter lashes out in violent defence Jesus, and we might almost cheer for his zeal if Jesus was not so quick to reprimand Peter and heal the servant Malchus. The disciples disperse, Peter pursues in stealth, and Jesus is taken into the city.

 Jesus was accused, betrayed, arrested and brought to trial. First he is tried by the temple priests who find him guilty of saying he was the Son of God. He doesn’t defend himself, but instead asks the priests why they could not be more open about their accusations, about their belief and understanding. He asks them: “I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret.” They go onto strike and even to this Jesus simply says, ““If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?”” The Sanhedrain had him on trial for his life, but Jesus defence was not to prove himself or to prove God to them for who can prove what must-needs to be proofed in faith. He challenges their disbelief, and their unwillingness to have their faith challenged. In that they find him guilty, but the guilt is not a sin against God, but a trespass into their assumed authority.

Yet this was not to be the last trial of the, for then he was taken to the governor Pilate’s court, there he is tried for the second time, and this time Pilate finds him of no fault; meaning he does not seem to have broken any Roman laws, neither is he a threat to Rome. But then redirects the trial to the Tetrarch, King Herod who was in charge of him because Jesus was from Galilee.

Now a third trial begins, and it begins under the man who had beheaded Jesus’ cousin John the Baptist, John who was the first to preach Jesus as the Messiah. Herod though was more concerned with Jesus ability to perform miracles – and looking for a show he was disappointed by the silent disregard that Jesus offered him in his defence.

So Herod and Pilate both had no real regard for Jesus. Their trials simply trying to find some way to appease the Jewish high priests. But at the same time there was another trial going on. One which we often overlook, or one we don’t exactly see as a trial.

You see, back earlier in the narrative Peter had attached and injured the servant of the high priest, and that goes back to something Peter had said earlier in the to Jesus. Peter was always making promises; and that is part of why we know him and struggle with him too. He makes promises, but he is sometimes so quick to speak that he says more than he should, and promises more than he gives. 
 Back in chapter 13 verse 37, Peter says to Jesus, “I will lay down my life for you”, and Jesus replies to him, know both what will happen and more importantly Peter’s heart, “Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!”

While Jesus trials were going on, Peter also was being tried, and while Jesus was proven guilty by the world, even though he was innocent, Peter was proven false in the court  of his own heart. And as the rooster crowed, he knew that he had betrayed Jesus in his denial of him; as surely as Judas had betrayed him in the court of his own heart, so had Peter.

As Jesus faced Pilate once again, he went to that trial guiltless and sin-free, and there before the world he was beaten and broken and finally as Pilate washed his hands of Jesus forever, all of humanity was put on trial; to see if we could put all of our hate and anger, fear and doubt and pile it up as a great mound of sin. 

And on that hill, where we were found guilty, Christ Jesus was crucified. 
   

Scripture: John 19:1-16
[e[extinguish a candle]xtinguis

h a can1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they struck him in the face.
4Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”
6As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!”
But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.”
7The Jews insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.”
8When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10“Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?”
11Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”
12From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”
13When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour.
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.
15But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked.
“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.
16Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.
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So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 
dle]
Hymn BoP 178 When I survey the wondrous cross
Scripture: John 19:16-30
[The Christ Candle is extinguished]

16Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18Here they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.
19Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”
22Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
23When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.
24“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said,
    “They divided my garments among them
    and cast lots for my clothing.” 

So this is what the soldiers did.
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Crucifixion, Andrea Mantegna, Louvre, Paris.



25Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” 27and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
28Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
Were you there when they Crucified my Lord (NBoP 238)

Time for prayer – (personal silent prayer)

Scripture: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

13    See, my servant will act wisely;
    he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.
14    Just as there were many who were appalled at him—
    his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man
    and his form marred beyond human likeness—
15    so will he sprinkle many nations, 

    and kings will shut their mouths because of him.
    For what they were not told, they will see,
    and what they have not heard, they will understand.
1    Who has believed our message
    and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2    He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
    and like a root out of dry ground.
    He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3    He was despised and rejected by men,
    a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.
    Like one from whom men hide their faces
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
4    Surely he took up our infirmities
    and carried our sorrows,
    yet we considered him stricken by God,
    smitten by him, and afflicted.
5    But he was pierced for our transgressions,
    he was crushed for our iniquities;
    the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
    and by his wounds we are healed.
6    We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
    each of us has turned to his own way;
    and the LORD has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all.
7    He was oppressed and afflicted,
    yet he did not open his mouth;
    he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
    and as a sheep before her shearers is silent,
    so he did not open his mouth.
8    By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
    And who can speak of his descendants?
    For he was cut off from the land of the living;
    for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 

9    He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
    and with the rich in his death,
    though he had done no violence,
    nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10    Yet it was the LORD’S will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
    and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering,
    he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
    and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.
11    After the suffering of his soul,
    he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
    by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
    and he will bear their iniquities.
12    Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 

    and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

    because he poured out his life unto death,
    and was numbered with the transgressors.
    For he bore the sin of many,
    and made intercession for the transgressors.
We depart in prayer and in silence

And so, we face the wonder, the power and the sorrow of the cross, we are drawn onwards to the joy of our salvation: Christ Jesus has died, was buried, and is risen from the dead.
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We look forward to the celebration of Christ’s resurrection.

We hope that you will be with us this Easter Sunday . . .

 9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

     3pm – Rexton Lions Nursing Home (Rexton) 
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