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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  Joint Session Meeting A Joint Session is called for Monday March 27th at 7pm, at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church.

Bible Study on the letters of John is available to be hosted through the season of either lent or Easter. The Sunday afternoon time was not working. 
Members classes will run through the season of Lent. Hosted by Connie Agnew at 10 Child Creek in Rexton this program. Materials are available free. Fellowship Potluck – in planning for Saturday April 1st at 5pm for all churches of all denominations at the Bass River Fair Hall.  
Maundy Thursday – April 13th 5pm, hosted again at the Anglican Church Hall in Brown’s Yard. Volunteers needed. After the meal we are invited to a service at St Paul’s. There is no charge for the meal. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated.  

Good Friday – Held at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River 7pm. Readers are needed for this service. Special music sought.

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as part of the regular worship services on Palm Sunday (April 9th) and Easter Sunday (April 16th)

Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter (April 19th). Remembering the fellowship of the past, all are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Condolences – Our prayers are with the family of Betty Wry at her passing this past week. Her Funeral was yesterday from Thompson’s funeral home. The family wishes thank so many friends for their support and their prayers.

BLMS – Breakfast & Yard Sale – April 8th from 8am - 1

Bengals Night Out -  April 11th – 13th $8 adults, $5 for 12 & under
Breakfast  – BLMS is hosting their Breakfast and Yard Sale on Saturday April 8
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Girl Guides – Cookies for sale from our Beersville troop. $5 per box, see poster
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 22 You are my all in all
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: songs 68 Near the cross Responsive Reading  - Psalm 45 [Pew Bible] 

1    My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.
2    Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever.
3    Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty.
4    And in thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meekness and righteousness; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things.
5    Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the king’s enemies; whereby the people fall under thee.
6    Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.
7    Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
8    All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad.
9    Kings’ daughters were among thy honourable women: upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir.
10    Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father’s house;
11    So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him.
12    And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favour.
13    The king’s daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold.
14    She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto thee.
15    With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: they shall enter into the king’s palace.
16    Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth.
17    I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations: therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever.
KJV

1    My heart is stirred by a noble theme
    as I recite my verses for the king;
    my tongue is the pen of a skillful writer.
2    You are the most excellent of men
    and your lips have been anointed with grace,
    since God has blessed you forever.
3    Gird your sword upon your side, O mighty one;
    clothe yourself with splendor and majesty.
4    In your majesty ride forth victoriously
    in behalf of truth, humility and righteousness;
    let your right hand display awesome deeds.
5    Let your sharp arrows pierce the hearts of the king’s enemies;
    let the nations fall beneath your feet.
6    Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;
    a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.
7    You love righteousness and hate wickedness;
    therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions
    by anointing you with the oil of joy.
8    All your robes are fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia;
    from palaces adorned with ivory
    the music of the strings makes you glad.
9    Daughters of kings are among your honored women;
    at your right hand is the royal bride in gold of Ophir.
10    Listen, O daughter, consider and give ear:
    Forget your people and your father’s house.
11    The king is enthralled by your beauty;
    honor him, for he is your lord.
12    The Daughter of Tyre will come with a gift,£
    men of wealth will seek your favor.
13    All glorious is the princess within her chamber;
    her gown is interwoven with gold.
14    In embroidered garments she is led to the king;
    her virgin companions follow her
    and are brought to you.
15    They are led in with joy and gladness;
    they enter the palace of the king.
16    Your sons will take the place of your fathers;
    you will make them princes throughout the land.
17    I will perpetuate your memory through all generations;
    therefore the nations will praise you for ever and ever.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 358 There is a redeemer
  
    Insert
Scripture Readings:   OT – 1 Samuel 16:1-13

1And the LORD said unto Samuel, “How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have provided me a king among his sons.”

 2And Samuel said, “How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me.”

 And the LORD said, “Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the LORD. 3And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee.”

 4And Samuel did that which the LORD spake, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, “Comest thou peaceably?”

 5And he said, “Peaceably:” “I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD:” “sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.”

 And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice.
6And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, “Surely the LORD’S anointed is before him.”

 7But the LORD said unto Samuel, “Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”

 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither hath the LORD chosen this.” 

9Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, “Neither hath the LORD chosen this.” 

10Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, “The LORD hath not chosen these.” 

11And Samuel said unto Jesse, “Are here all thy children?” 

And he said, “There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep.”

 And Samuel said unto Jesse, “Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither.” 

12And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him: for this is he.”

 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.
KJV

10Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, 11Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD. 13And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. KJV
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”
2But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me.”
The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”
4Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”
5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed stands here before the LORD.”
7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down£ until he arrives.”
12So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features.
Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.”
13So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.
NIV

                             Epistle – Ephesians 5:8-14

8For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

 9(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 10Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 

11And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 12For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. 13But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 

14Wherefore he saith, 

“Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” KJV

8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10and find out what pleases the Lord. 11Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said:
    “Wake up, O sleeper,
    rise from the dead,
    and Christ will shine on you.”
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 231 When I survey the wondrous cross



BoP 306
Scripture Readings:  Gospel – John 9:1-41

1And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 2And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? 3Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. 4I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 6When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 7And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.
8The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged? 9Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he. 10Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened? 11He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight. 12Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not.
13They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. 14And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 15Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. 16Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them. 17They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet. 18But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his sight. 19And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth he now see? 20His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind: 21But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself. 22These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him. 24Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner. 25He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 26Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes? 27He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples? 28Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses’ disciples. 29We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is. 30The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 31Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. 32Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. 33If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 34They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out.
35Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 36He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 37And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. 38And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.
39And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 40And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also? 41Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.
KJV

1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 4As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
8His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some claimed that he was.
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
10“How then were your eyes opened?” they demanded.
11He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”
12“Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said.
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”
16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”
But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” So they were divided.
17Finally they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”
The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
18The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 19“Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?”
20“We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ£ would be put out of the synagogue. 23That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God,£” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”
25He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”
26Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”
27He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?”
28Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”
30The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. 32Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
34To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.
35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
36“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”
37Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”
38Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
39Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”
40Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?”
41Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
NIV

Sermon: Trials of faith

He often disagreed with the perspective of the reformed churches, but Baptist theologian Adrian Rodgers wrote an important truth when he said “A faith that hasn’t been tested can’t be trusted.” IN a similar tone a Church- sign one read “"People are like tea bags-you have to put them in hot water before you know how strong they are.”

 Faith also requires that we trust before any test, and that both are essentially true at the same time. 

That is a hard place to go, it is a hard thing to understand. Faith does not come easy, and we don’t know our faith until we have been made uneasy.


In the today’s gospel reading, we find a man born blind, who Jesus miraculously cures – be it on the Sabbath – and yet it is the man who is brought before the Sanhedrin to the religious leaders and put on a sort of trial. 


We might not get it, but telling this story to the first century church – where just saying Jesus name might send you to an arena, a lion’s den or a cross – would find what this blind man is going through all-too-familiar. In our world today Christians stand on trial because of their faith in Christ, or they are in jail without trial. But you also are one trial, the world looks the Christian church and puts us on trial every day.

A little girl asked her mother, "Where did people come from?"
Her mother answered, "God made Adam and Eve and they had children and that's how all mankind was made."

A couple of days later she asked her father the same question.

The father answered, "Many years ago there were monkeys, which the human race evolved from."

The confused little girl returned to her mother and said, "Mommy, how is it possible that you told me that we were created by God, and Daddy said we came from monkeys?"

The mother answered, "Well, dear, it is very simple. I told you about my side of the family and your father told you about his."


Our belief is challenged, and God’s healing in us is not something everyone sees. The world is blind, in the same way it was not the man by the pool who was blind, but the authorities of the Jewish faith.


The man born blind came to the temple day after day because he believed the cure for his eyes lay in his faith. He begged by the temple because he trusted in the generosity of the faithful. Yet to the world he trusted in, when his eyes are opened, they were not only disappointing, they were dismissive and persecuted him. 

The leaders of the faith he had clung to for his many years of darkness did not share the man’s joy, but feared the power of God’s grace. They feared it because it put their own power and authority in question. The world is more than willing to go along with Christianity as long as Christian faith remains complicit in the world’s desires. 

When our eyes are opened and we see things as they are; moreover, when we challenge the way things are, when the church stands up to ‘progress’, ‘business’, or simply opens society’s eyes to all our guilt in the world’s atrocities, the world rejects that kind of Christianity that makes us accountable for our actions. 

The Pharisees are uneasy. Their power and authority is under attack, and it is not like the attack of the Romans who control everything on the outside of the people. The Pharisees were satisfied as long as they felt in control of people’s sense of eternal salvation. But God is great, and God does not leave salvation in the control of any human.

But our faith is not under human control.

Faith is the great circle compelling life from God and back to God, that we may be rejoined with God , even through abundant grace. Miraculous healing



Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 687 Blessed Assurance
               songs 112
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted, like Lord Jesus 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville*)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
*Meeting at the board room of Atlantic-Pacific Trucking
If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Robbie, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Pamela, Paul, Vincent, Petley family, the Wry family

Mission Moments Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Tyndale St.-Georges Community Centre in Montreal’s Little Burgundy neighbourhood as it works to ensure that each member of the community has the opportunities and skills to help realize their potential. The high school perseverance program matches students with peers or older students. Participants gain skills and confidence that lead to more regular school attendance and higher grades, and mentors gain awareness of individual differences and satisfaction from using their abilities to help others. Noah, a volunteer in the program says, “I think if we want a brighter future and a more intelligent community, then we have to help each other out and do our best to succeed together.”

