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Palm/Passion Sunday

Sunday March 29th 2015

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 21 We will glorify 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 65 All people that on earth do dwell
  BoP 42
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 31 [Pew Bible] 

1    In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed: deliver me in thy righteousness.

2    Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me speedily: be thou my strong rock, for an house of defence to save me.

3    For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore for thy name’s sake lead me, and guide me.

4    Pull me out of the net that they have laid privily for me: for thou art my strength.

5    Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.

6    I have hated them that regard lying vanities: but I trust in the LORD.

7    I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou hast considered my trouble; thou hast known my soul in adversities;

8    And hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy: thou hast set my feet in a large room.

9    Have mercy upon me, O LORD, for I am in trouble: mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my belly.

10    For my life is spent with grief, and my years with sighing: my strength faileth because of mine iniquity, and my bones are consumed.

11    I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but especially among my neighbours, and a fear to mine acquaintance: they that did see me without fled from me.

12    I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel.

13    For I have heard the slander of many: fear was on every side: while they took counsel together against me, they devised to take away my life.

14    But I trusted in thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my God.

15    My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and from them that persecute me.

16    Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for thy mercies’ sake.

17    Let me not be ashamed, O LORD; for I have called upon thee: let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent in the grave.

18    Let the lying lips be put to silence; which speak grievous things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous.

19    Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!

20    Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.

21    Blessed be the LORD: for he hath showed me his marvellous kindness in a strong city.

22    For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before thine eyes: nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee.

23    O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.

24    Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.

KJV

1    In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your righteousness.

2    Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me.

3    Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me.

4    Free me from the trap that is set for me, for you are my refuge.

5    Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.

6    I hate those who cling to worthless idols; I trust in the LORD.

7    I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for you saw my affliction

    and knew the anguish of my soul.

8    You have not handed me over to the enemy but have set my feet in a spacious place.

9    Be merciful to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my soul and my body with grief.

10    My life is consumed by anguish and my years by groaning; my strength fails because of my affliction, and my bones grow weak.

11    Because of all my enemies, I am the utter contempt of my neighbours; I am a dread to my friends — those who see me on the street flee from me.

12    I am forgotten by them as though I were dead; I have become like broken pottery.

13    For I hear the slander of many; there is terror on every side; they conspire against me and plot to take my life.

14    But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.”

15    My times are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from those who pursue me.

16    Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love.

17    Let me not be put to shame, O LORD, for I have cried out to you; but let the wicked be put to shame and lie silent in the grave. 

18    Let their lying lips be silenced, for with pride and contempt

    they speak arrogantly against the righteous.

19    How great is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you, which you bestow in the sight of men on those who take refuge in you.

20    In the shelter of your presence you hide them from the intrigues of men; in your dwelling you keep them safe from accusing tongues.

21    Praise be to the LORD, for he showed his wonderful love to me

    when I was in a besieged city.

22    In my alarm I said, “I am cut off from your sight!” Yet you heard my cry for mercy when I called to you for help.

23    Love the LORD, all his saints! The LORD preserves the faithful, but the proud he pays back in full.

24    Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 746 What a friend we have in Jesus
    BoP 431
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 50:4-9


4The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. 5The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back. 

6I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. 7For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. 8He is near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us stand together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to me. 9Behold, the Lord GOD will help me; who is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.
KJV

4    The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.
5    The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back.
6    I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.
7    Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.
8    He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my accuser? Let him confront me!
9    It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who is he that will condemn me? They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up.
NIV


       Epistle – Philippians 2:5-11

 5Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. KJV

5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
6    Who, being in very nature£ God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
    taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
8    And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
    and became obedient to death — even death on a cross!
9    Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,
10    that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11    and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
NIV
Hymn before Communion:  songs 134 Deep in the shadows of the past
Hymn during Communion  NBoP 543 BoP 342 Here, O my Lord
The celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
[Luke 13:29]
Invitation to the Lord’s Table:

Jesus came into Jerusalem that he might celebrate the feast of God remembrance of his people, the Passover. But in God’s new covenant he did not pass over us to save us, but dwelt among us. 

The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!
The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love, and be called away from death unto the everlasting life that is in Christ.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, it is spoken of through the gospels, and recorded for the church to not only read, but embody; for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith:
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that in Jesus we must recognize that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. O God, give us the grace to carry his words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 11:1-11

1And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples, 2And saith unto them, “Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him. 3And if any man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and straightway he will send him hither.”

 4And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a place where two ways met; and they loose him. 5And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt? 6And they said unto them even as Jesus had commanded: and they let them go. 7And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on him; and he sat upon him. 8And many spread their garments in the way: and others cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, 

“Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 10Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.”

 11And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.
KJV

1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’”
4They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 7When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
    “Hosanna!”
    “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
10    “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”
    “Hosanna in the highest!”
11Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.
NIV

Sermon: The road to redemption


This is a bit of a catch phrase bordering on a cliché, but the road to redemption begins with forgiveness. The phrase
‘the road to redemption’ has been used for book titles and movies, and has been tied to everything from financial recovery, to self help, to family issues, and to real Christian ideas of redemption and forgiveness. What is resounding through all those popular depictions of redemption is that and this is a quote from the author of the book and movie Cold Mountain – ““[No] matter what a waste one has made of one's life, it is ever possible to find some path to redemption, however partial.”


But where does it come from? Where is the redemption road?


If we think about what Jesus was about to do, the road before him on the way to Jerusalem was not going to be the road to redemption, but condemnation. When we think of redemption with think of rescue and change and forgiveness. For hundreds of year, since King David first raised the new walls and palace in the old region of Salem, to David’s son, Solomon establishing the temple there, the Israelites – the people of God – had a fixed place for worship, and the roads to Jerusalem become not only a mode of transit, but a way to draw closer to God.


Before this, well while the relics rested at Bethel or some other sanctuary people would come to where ever thy were to remember their faith and their redeeming God, but the center of worship could just as easily be on the move, to where ever the nation was centered, perhaps on the battlefield, perhaps in some high place, perhaps at an historic site. God was on the move it seemed, and the road to redemption could very well be the road you were on.


Jesus had come to the city before, he had walked the roads in and out of Jerusalem many times, but in this last instance he pauses and calls to his disciples to do a very different and very particular thing. Jesus recalls what the roads to Jerusalem have meant for so many others who have spoken God’s truth to the people.


It is recalled in both Luke 13 and Matthew 23, Jesus says [and he may have said this on more than one occasion]: “37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing. 38Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”


Isn’t that what they say when the people laid their coats in the road and waved and put down palm branches? Isn’t that what palm Sunday recognizes?


Well, I hope that we recognize a few things. When Jesus mounts up that foal of a donkey and humbly journeys in to the city under the praise of the crowd the road underneath Jesus changes. The road, like the cross, like the temple,  like the whole of the city becomes the place no longer of redemption, but as we witness in Jesus, as he is cursed by the Pharisees and Sadducees, as he is betrayed by his own disciples and spit on by crowds and soldiers and is mocked and beaten, this road of redemption that once led to the place of sacrifice and forgiveness would be come the road of Christ’s, and therefore also our own, condemnation.


If it was left at that there would be no hope. But our hope is in this “That while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” the apostle Paul wrote this to the Romans [5:8]just as he wrote these words to the Philippians, which we shared today; “8    And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
    and became obedient to death — even death on a cross!” 


And if it was not for what Christ had done there would be no road to redemption. All the other road, even the road to the temple in Jerusalem were just roads, and what then would be our hope for redemption

In the words Søren Kierkegaard – a famous Danish theologian - “God creates out of nothing. Wonderful you say. Yes, to be sure, but he does what is still more wonderful: he makes saints out of sinners.” {― Søren Kierkegaard, The Journals of Kierkegaard}


When Thomas the disciples and apostle asked Jesus “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

You want the road to redemption? It starts, not outside your door, not as you stand from you seat today, it starts right now in your own spirit, as you claim that there is is not a move you will make, not a step to will take, not breath you will gasp without the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, as your redeemer.


 And then every road becomes the way to salvation, not that you will never face trouble, but with Christ there is a way through any trouble, and disaster, even through death.


This week, we come to the cross, we come celebrating that Christ goes before us to not just show us the way, but to be our way. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Investigation committee
Announcements:  
Maundy Thursday – (See also the pamphlet) This Thursday we will gather for the dinner at St. Paul’s Hall in Brown’s Yard at 6pm. A prayer service will follow at St. Paul’s Church, we are invited and welcomed.
Good Friday - Service will be hosted at St. James’ Beersville, starting at 7pm. Readers for the service are needed
Communion– Will be celebrated in worship on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday

Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery of Investigation Committee consists of Doug Blaikie, Kent Burdett, Sylvia Harris, Dallas Davis. They have been tasked with assessing the viability of the pastoral tie within the charge The expectation is that this process should be concluded by then of June.
Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Will start after Easter, Tuesday, April the 14th at 2pm at the Manse in Beersville. We are hoping that weather continues to improve and people can get out.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Yoga – Classes on hold in Harcourt, but are ongoing Mondays in Clairville

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 77 Who is on the Lord’s side?
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 10 Hosanna 

Next Week’s Services: 

[image: image1.jpg]


9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) meeting at the church
11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: Zephaniah 3:14-20, Psalm 114, March, 16:1-8, Romans 6:1-8

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments Serving congregations Equipping congregations. Providing tools for growth and renewal. Encouraging generous giving. Developing worship resources. Equipping leaders. Engaging in justice issues. Supporting new ministers. And so much more! Your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support staff at our national office as they work with ministers, lay leaders, treasurers, clerks, presbyteries and synods across Canada in many ways. More than just an office, 50 Wynford Drive is a meeting place where Presbyterians come together to plan, vision and share ideas. Do you have a question about mission trips? Need information about General Assembly? Want to make the internet work for your congregation? Are you running out of bulletin inserts? Staff at our national church office are just a phone call or email away! 
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