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March 2nd 2014 – Transfiguration 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 19 Simple gifts
Opening Praise: NBoP 814 Morning has broken

     BoP 550
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 2  [Pew Bible] 

1    Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
2    The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,
3    Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
4    He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.
5    Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.
6    Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
7    I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.
8    Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.
9    Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.
10    Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.
11    Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
12    Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.
KJV

1    Why do the nations conspire£ and the peoples plot in vain?
2    The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One.£
3    “Let us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.”
4    The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.
5    Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,
6    “I have installed my King£ on Zion, my holy hill.”
7I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:
    He said to me, “You are my Son£; today I have become your Father.£
8    Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.
9    You will rule them with an iron scepter£; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”
10    Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth.
11    Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling.
12    Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
    Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
NIV
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 452 Jesus, stand among us

     BoP 323
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Exodus 24:12-18

12And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach them. 13And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount of God. 14And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us, until we come again unto you: and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you: if any man have any matters to do, let him come unto them. 15And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount. 16And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel. 18And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights.
KJV

12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction.”
13Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. 14He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them.”
15When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. 17To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. 18Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.
NIV


       Epistle – 2 Peter 1:16-21

16For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.
19We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
KJV

16We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.
19And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 298 278 550
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 17:19

1And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 2And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 3And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 4Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 5While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 6And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 7And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. 8And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. 9And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead. KJV

1After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.
4Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
5While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
6When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”
 NIV

Sermon: A communion of faith

 I suppose it is just a tradition among us reformers. We go looking through scripture sometimes for those proofs that our practice of faith is commendable before God, and here we have it. Jesus in a committee meeting; it’s like a board-room table of the most holy men in history; it is a council of prophet-priests.


The transfiguration is one of those passages that people have trouble just explaining away if they want Jesus to be just some prophet, or another good teacher, or a really interesting person. This, like Jesus’ baptism, is one of those moments that are meant to stumble the skeptic. It is the proof that God cares, beyond simply inspiring someone to greatness, God comes into our being taking on our lowliness and putting on the burden of our sin, all in order that we might be able at last to be freed from sin and welcomed into the grandeur of God’s grace.


We are not privy to the conversation that goes on between Jesus, Moses and Elijah. It is a privileged moment for those that were there, and maybe we are supposed to wonder at it. But what if this conversation between the greats of our faith, Moses , Elijah and Jesus our Saviour, was more than just a talk. What if this was a moment of transformation?


Our Old Testament reading took us to the call of Moses to go up to a high place to receive the word of God in the tablets of the ten commandments. Moses stayed with God on the mountain, in the midst of God, in the presence of God for forty days. While the event of the burning bush had made a change in Moses, this time with God was a refining to a far greater purpose than simply leading the people of God from slavery; for through that time God counseled and crafted Moses into the leader he would need to be to create a people into a nation and inspire all who would come after Moses as prophets, priests, judges and kings. On the mountain, Moses was transformed, and by that transformation a whole people were changed.


What is the difference though, between transformation and transfiguration? Transformation we can understand when we look at the examples in nature like the caterpillar, which undergoes a dramatic transformation to become a butterfly (metamorphosis). Jesus is not transformed, but the word translators have used in writing our bibles – even thought the Greek word has almost the same meaning as transform for us – meaning to show a different face. 


And that takes me back to the meeting of not just the three, but the five; for there is John and Peter to consider as well. Jesus calls two of his disciples to go with him up to the top of the mountain to witness his meeting with the great ancient figures of Moses and Elijah. These two men, who at the time of their death are placed directly into God’s care; Moses is said to have died and his funeral rights and burial are officiated by God himself {Deut. 34}, Elijah is not even described as dying and is instead taken up on a chariot of fire. 


So though they are brought to the point of death they are also saved – so it seems – from the corruption of death. For here, in today’s reading, they stand with Moses and they are not dead body but living figures. They are transfigured from the faces of death into living and breathing men, who speak and fellowship with Christ as if he was a very old friend. Meanwhile, Peter and John, become the silent members of the committee on the mountaintop; a transfiguration for them, for these perhaps are the most outspoken of the disciples.


Jesus takes those who are with him to a moment when they are most truly revealed. It can be a very uncomfortable experience. Everything about who you are becomes apparent when you walk with Christ. Peter & John, though loud and outspoken amongst friends are struck silent, and even when Peter speaks he speaks the words of a fool who does not fully understand what is going on.


Jesus meeting with Moses and Elijah has the wonderful significance of connecting him with the law and the prophets, and Jesus is testified to as the fulfillment of the law and the prophets. And yet in Jesus’ own transformation we are called to see that Jesus is not simply another in a line of law makers or prophets; we, with Peter and John, are called to see Jesus the anointed, Jesus the Christ, Jesus the Son of the living God, God’s own begotten, of whom the voice of heaven says ““This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”” {This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. KJV}

And then, the scene changes, for Jesus tells his disciples to raise their eyes from fear and in that moment Moses and Elijah are gone and they are there upon the mountain together, as if they had simply gone up for a time of prayer, as they surely had before.


And there was a change, for in Christ there would not longer be a need to wait on the works and proclamations of prophets or to try to earn the grace of God through the tasks of law; yes , these both have meaning and they still do for us, but the Old testament has been transfigured in the light of the new Covenant made in the blood of Christ, for the remission of sins. 


Christ Jesus comes into our lives, and stands with us in our highest moments and lowest troubles not so that we will be transformed into someone who is unrecognizable, but to be transfigured also, changed from sin to glory, fear to hope, anger to faith and hate to love; that the whole world can see us for who we are, and that God’s love in some real way can shine from our lives. God does not change the new believer into somebody else, God transfigures us into who we really are, and who we were always meant to be.


And so what happened to Moses and Elijah? Well, the bible does not say, not exactly, but then again it does. According to the gospel, in that moment, Moses and Elijah seem to disappear, but something more has also happened. They have met with Christ, and the apostle Paul [who himself was a living testimony to the transfiguring power of Christ] describes to the church that “16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! [2 Cor. 5:16,17]” 

And also:

“14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.  [1 Thess. 4:14-17]” 


Salvation had come, God’s kingdom had come, and those who were dead yet in Christ will go on to glory before us. We have this vision that the events of Revelation are awaiting some day later on, but by Christ proclamation and even by his presence we are called to the mountain not to encamp but to witness and proclaim that the kingdom of God, is coming and is now here, that the blind see, the dead are raised to be with God in glory and power and honour, and we – with them – are called, to be children in the glory of God, singing praise and gathered in the transfiguring glory of God’s love. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Devotional Moment

Announcements

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 438 When morning gilds the skies

     
BoP 230
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 21 We will glorify 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) – by weekly appeal

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings: Leviticus 19, Psalm 119, 1 Corinthians 3:16, Matthew 5:38ff
If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Annual meeting: Zion Jan. 15th 2014; TODAY St. James March 2nd 2014; St. Mark’s March 9th  2014 & St. Andrew’s Feb 25th 2014 
New parts of our worship –Devotional Moments – where we share a favourite devotional lesson 

Bible School Show and Tell – a moment for the children to share their lessons with us. 
World Day of Prayer Services will be hosted at St. James Church, Beersville and St. Peter’s South Branch – Friday, March 7th @7pm – Faith shared in prayer
Zion, West Branch – Looking for a person to look after mowing the lawn at Zion cemetery this coming season. Please speak to Bonar Morton. A committee has be struck at the AGM to assist in this.

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch. 

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank There continues to be a need for evaporated milk. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter season especially, the expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Martin, Joe, Janet, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, Mia, John, Marilyn, Shelley, Gary & Sheila, Marcie, Charlie, Kevin’s family, John Allison & family
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Mission Moments A Commitment to Change in Afghanistan Atiq Ullah used to plant his crops without considering how much seed to use or when they should be cultivated. This was not the result of carelessness, but a lack of knowledge about proper agriculture techniques. In December 2012, Atiq Ullah and 1,200 farmers in Afghanistan received training through a PWS&D-supported project. “After attending this training, I realized that we have been wasting much of our resources,” said Atiq. He has since reported a 90 per cent increase in his crop yield. “As I have observed the change in my crops, I want to teach the same skills to other farmers in my village.” 

