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March 30th 2014 – Lent

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Call to Worship  Lenten Liturgy insert
L: This journey to Jerusalem is long.

We follow Jesus in the heat and dust.

This is a wilderness journey.

We are not comfortable, we are not content.

But we are faithful, and we persevere.

P: We are pilgrims on a journey.

We are travelers on the road.

L: God’s people are familiar with wilderness.

After Egypt, they wandered in hunger and thirst –

confused and tired – waiting for the promised land.

Our destination is different.

We aim for Jerusalem –

where it all ends – and begins again.

P: We are pilgrims on a journey.

We are travelers on the road.

Unison prayer:

God of the wilderness,

give us strength

for wandering times.

When we stray and grieve,

hunger and thirst,

you have promised

to make water spring up

in the desert.

Quench our thirst.

Feed us with manna.

Strengthen our tired limbs.

Amen.

Opening Praise: NBoP 479 All people that on earth do dwell
  BoP 42
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 23  [Pew Bible] 

1    The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2    He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3    He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4    Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5    Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6    Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
KJV

1    The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.
2    He makes me lie down in green pastures,
    he leads me beside quiet waters,
3    he restores my soul.
    He guides me in paths of righteousness
    for his name’s sake.
4    Even though I walk
    through the valley of the shadow of death,£
    I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
    your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.
5    You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
    You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6    Surely goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD
    forever.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 746 What a friend we have in Jesus {the story behind ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’}

     BoP 378
Scripture Readings:


            OT – 1 Samuel 16:1-13

1And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have provided me a king among his sons. 2And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me. And the LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the LORD. 3And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. 4And Samuel did that which the LORD spake, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably? 5And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD: sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice.
6And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD’S anointed is before him. 7But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. 9Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. 10Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen these. 11And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. 12And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.
KJV

1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”
2But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me.”
The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”
4Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”
5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed stands here before the LORD.”
7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down£ until he arrives.”
12So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features.
Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.”
13So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.
NIV

       Epistle – Ephesians 5:8-14

8For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 

9(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 

10Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 

11And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 

12For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. 

13But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 

14Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. KJV

8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10and find out what pleases the Lord. 11Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 

12For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said:
    “Wake up, O sleeper,
    rise from the dead,
    and Christ will shine on you.”
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  songs 510 Sweet hour of prayer
Devotional Moment

Scripture Readings: 

       Gospel – John 9:1-16 [17-41]
1And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 2And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? 3Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. 4I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 6When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 7And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.
8The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged? 9Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he. 10Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened? 11He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight. 12Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not.
13They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. 14And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 15Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. 16Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them.
KJV

1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 4As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
8His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some claimed that he was.
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
10“How then were your eyes opened?” they demanded.
11He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”
12“Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said.
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”
16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”
But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” So they were divided.
NIV

Sermon: From mud to vision
The passage from the gospel today is the answer to the question, the agonizing, aching conundrum of Christian faith, From Christ, to the prophets and all the saints from Steven all the way down to our own mothers, ‘Why do BAD things happen to GOOD people?!” 

Now whether we view ourselves as good people or bad people, our own sensibility about right and wrong gets thrown in the preverbal ethical blender when we see children starving in a country at war, families broken up by floods, storms earthquakes and any manner of natural disaster. When we get to the point of naming some kind of people as the good kind of people it is heart breaking to witness their suffering and not have some excuse, some reason for everything they are going through.


And why are drug lords, mass polluters, the most corrupt politicians and business people living in luxury and ease while the rest of us scrape and save to make sure the heat stays on in this endless winter? 


Heaven and hell become more or less a last resort for justice to see that those evil-doers and innocent victims get the ultimate justice w all feel that we deserve.


But there is more to it than a black and white, right and wrong., good people get good things, bad people get punished. The gospel of John brings us in our walk with Christ through the good news to the man born blind. Jesus tells us that the reason the man is blind is not because the man sinned, and it is not because his parents sinned. The reasonable reason doesn’t work. Suffering in life is not about people getting punished. Pleasure is about more than simply reward.


The disciples ask Jesus, “Rabbi [Teacher], who sinned? . .”


Let’s try an example that maybe we understand, that shows us that we still have this same mindset as the disciples did.  

The way that people in Jesus time thought of sin is a lot like our behaviour when it comes to fad diets and exercise courses. Why were people crippled, mute, lepers, blind? Well the obvious reason was because they had sinned or their parents had sinned. Why do people look the way they do? Well it must be because they have poor diet, or bad hormone levels, or something genetic. And then we use our science to back up this excusing of the problem. The fault is identified as something beyond our control, or beyond our sense of control and therefore we are excused. 


Well, let’s just put some mud on the problem.

What is our ‘mud’ when it comes to our weight and body issues? The mud usually starts flying around sometime after Christmas, sometimes to line up with New Year’s resolution; for many it is about a month or so before trip south when swim suits maybe worn. Other wise they creep up as spring approaches. The fad diet.


Atkins promised results with hi protein – low carb; now the Venus Plan says ‘raise metabolism’; there are cleanses and purges all promising tremendous results, weight watchers, nutria-system, with calorie counting, shake or smoothie mixing, jog, walk, hike; indoor gyms, outdoor trails. In some combination these all have some merit, in some combination the bring results. Some people need the strict regiment, others a steady pace and schedule, others need the hard workouts and intense training.


What do you put your faith in?


Have you ever heard the expression ”Well, there’s mud in your eye!”? or the toast “Here’s mud in your eye?” An internet search tells us that the expression comes from horse racing or the trenches and ditches of one of the World Wars. It means, ‘to your good health.’


And putting mud on our problems is something that the bible often, almost always, does. Well, perhaps the bible doesn’t put the mud there, we put the mud there, we put the diet there, or the lifestyle change, or the devotion, or the learning, or whatever mechanism we put on our problem to make it go away, but do we believe in the power of mud?


The blind man was brought to Jesus, and the disciples asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned that this man is blind?”


And that is when we come into the power of Christ Jesus, because with Jesus it is not a focus on the sin, but on the salvation. You have an issue in your life, you have a problem, you have a burden, a suffering, and illness, Jesus is going to make you life about something else than whatever problem you’ve got because in Christ you are not defined by whether you are fat, thin, smart, dumb, well, ill, strong weak, old or young, it about being saved; ultimate healing, and Christ was about this so much that he went to the cross to prove it and make it happen not just for the people who could get mud smeared on their face by him, but by those who in faith would be washed in the new promise of his shed blood. 


Jesus says, “It is not about this man’s sin.” “It is not about whether he sinned.” “But this has happened – this man is blind – so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”


Now that puts our troubles, our shortfalls, our weaknesses, our deficits in a whole different perspective. Our sin is not supposed to define us and it is sure not supposed to hold us back. Our suffering, our pain, is not about God punishing us for something, but about God showing love and power and healing and strength through the way we face and come through whatever the trial may be. Sometimes it will mean coming into a time of better health and wellness and riches and opportunity and strength and everything else that the world regards as good and a just reward for being good. It might just mean your body fails, you lose everything and everyone and enter into a life that resembles the life of the Bible’s Job; Thomas Aquinas, regarded by many as a saint of the church wrote that ‘Faith has to do with things that are not seen, and hope with things that are not in hand.’. 


And this caused quite a stir among the Pharisees. The Pharisees made it their business - and the centre of their faith – to know and follow the Law of God. But they had taken so literal an interpretation of those laws that they began to treat the laws as a god, and worship the law in reverence. The laws were meant to be like the mud; a mechanism of God working in people’s live to bring about the changes of salvation; the law of God was to bring the people of God into a deep and powerful worshipful relationship with God. The blind man did not rejoice in the mud, or worship even the miracle of being healed. When the Pharisees asked the man “How then were your eyes opened?” He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 

The man, blind from birth, was not healed by mud. But some of the Pharisees could not see past what they could see. They could not see past the mud, they could not see past the Law of God. They could not see past the fact of it being the Sabbath to understand the purpose in the Sabbath. And so the man born blind was healed, and he came before the Pharisees. The blind man saw past the mud, but the Pharisees could not see past the mud, they could not see past the day. The blind man did not believe either the fact of his blindness or in the mud that was a sign of his healing, but he simple believed in the one who healed him. He believed in God, and despite blindness and mud the man was made to see. The man was blind in order that the work of God might be visible; the man was given his vision that others might see God.

Christ, the light of the world, had come into their midst to offer more than simply sight to a man born blind, but to remove the spiritual blindness of all God’s people in order that – as the prophet Isaiah says -  all the ‘people who were walking in darkness, shall see a great light.’ 

As the apostle Paul writes: “For you were once darkness, but now you are made to be as light in the Lord. - for the fruit of the light is shown in all goodness, righteousness and truth - Live as children of light and discover what truly pleases the Lord.”
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:

Pastoral Charge Fellowship & Meeting In respect to financial concerns raised at this year’s annual meetings, and desiring a vision for ministry and mission throughout the pastoral charge, there will be a meeting of the congregations of the pastoral charge on Wednesday April 9th 6:30pm to discuss these items and make plans. There will be a potluck fellowship before the meeting, meal at 5:30 pm.

Hymn Sing –Sunday, April 12th at 3pm hosted by Grangeville Baptist church. A time of fellowship will follow.

Easter Celebrations – Maundy Thursday Dinner @ St Mark’s Hall 6pm




Good Friday Candle Service @ Zion, West Branch 7pm




Palm & Easter Sunday Communion will be celebrated

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study Psalms This will start up this Wed. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank - There is a need for canned meat & milk, and diaper

BLMS Breakfast & Yard Sale Sat. April 12, 8am to noon; info call 523-7160
Beersville Fire Dept. Roast beef Dinner April 26th 4-6:30pm $12 Adults $6 Child

Musical Evening: Sunday, April 6th; 7pm @ St. Andrew’s Church. Valerie Thompson at a concert featuring “The Villagers”, a four-part group from Miramichi. $10 at door. Proceeds for St. Andrew’s Restoration Fund.

Thursday, April 24th @ 7pm, St. Andrew’s Church.  Megan Thibeault, pianist, will perform a repertoire which she is preparing for the Canadian Music Competition in Halifax. Goodwill donations only.  All proceeds for the Restoration Fund.
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 77 Who is on the Lord’s side

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted like Lord Jesus 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings: Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8:6-11, John 11:1-45

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled due to weather. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, Mia, John, Marilyn, Shelley, Marcie, Charlie, Kevin’s family, Brenda & family, the Fahey’s, Phyllis, John Allison & family
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[PETS= people for the ethical treatment
of snowpeople.. were outraged at the
neglect Of Frostbite the Snowman during
a recent snowstorm where he aimost
drowned in the raging snow drifts.



Mission Moments Canada Youth CY2014 From July 7-12, 2014, @ Brock University will be alive with energy as Presbyterians from across Canada come together for a week of worship, workshops, recreation and faith-filled connections will change lives as we grow in our relationship with one another and with God. Participants return home affirmed in their faith & equipped with tools to connect in deeper ways to their congregations. Larissa McCormick from Victoria, British Colombia shares: “It has completely transformed the way I perceive my future, friends and relationship with God.” Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing make Canada Youth possible. Please pray for our young people as they gather for this life-changing event. Registration deadline is June 1, 2014. 
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