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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  Pastoral Charge Meeting A joint Session meeting held this past Monday at calls the four congregations of the pastoral charge to a joint meeting Monday March 13th at St. James, Beersville at 7pm. (20th or 27th)

World Day of Prayer – Thank you to everyone who came out for worship on Friday and I hope you have noted that there will also be a service at St. Mark’s Presbyterian, Bass River, 2:30pm, All are welcome, a lunch will follow.
Bible Study on the letters of John will begin on Sunday, March 12 at 2pm (to Palm Sunday April 9th)at the Manse in Beersville. All are welcome. 
Members classes will run through the season of Lent. We are still looking for a place to host this program. Materials are available from Sandy upon request. Snow Day – A fun Snow Day will be hosted in Clairville starting 1-4pm at the home of Daryl and Rose Fillmore for sledding and some fun and games, moving to the rink house (4:30-8pm) for a camp stove dinner and skating in the evening.
Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter (April 19th). Remembering the fellowship of the past, all are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Condolences – Our prayers are with the family and friends of Clinton Lounsbury (Heather Morton’s Dad) who passed away this past week. The family is very thankful for all the support they have received.
Rexton Lions will be serving their annual senior supper on March 19 from 4-6pm. 

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank is short of cereal and larger sized children’s diapers. Donations accepted at church or at the manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available..

Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D 19 Simple Gifts 

19

Simple Gifts 

(19th century Shaker song; Tune Lord of the Dance)
'Tis the gift to be simple, Its a gift to be free,
'Tis the gift to come down where you ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
Will be in the valley of love and delight.

When true simplicity is gained,
To bow and to bend, we will not be ashamed,
To turn, turn, will be our delight,
Till by turning, turning we come round right

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 72 All creatures of our God an King
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 32 [Pew Bible] 


1    Blessed is he
    whose transgressions are forgiven,
    whose sins are covered.
2    Blessed is the man
    whose sin the LORD does not count against him
    and in whose spirit is no deceit.
3    When I kept silent,
    my bones wasted away
    through my groaning all day long.
4    For day and night
    your hand was heavy upon me;
    my strength was sapped
    as in the heat of summer.
Selah
5    Then I acknowledged my sin to you
    and did not cover up my iniquity.
    I said, “I will confess
    my transgressions to the LORD”—
    and you forgave
    the guilt of my sin.
Selah
6    Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you
    while you may be found;
    surely when the mighty waters rise,
    they will not reach him.
7    You are my hiding place;
    you will protect me from trouble
    and surround me with songs of deliverance.
Selah
8    I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
    I will counsel you and watch over you.
9    Do not be like the horse or the mule,
    which have no understanding
    but must be controlled by bit and bridle
    or they will not come to you.
10    Many are the woes of the wicked,
    but the LORD’S unfailing love
    surrounds the man who trusts in him.
11    Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous;
    sing, all you who are upright in heart!
NIV


Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 323 Jesus stand among us  
Scripture Readings:     OT – Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

2:15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”
3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
4“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

                              Epistle – Romans 5:12-19
12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned—13for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.
15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.
18Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 134 Sweet hour of prayer
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 4:1-11

1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’£”
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
    “‘He will command his angels concerning you,
    and they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’£”
7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’£”
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’£”
11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
Sermon: Heavy
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the country.
“Is there anything breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk.
“Only the Ten Commandments”, answered the lady. 


Those ten commandments. You know that in today’s society, in our country, only three – well maybe not even three of those commandments are illegal. Do not murder, and do not steal. The third can be just cause for a number of things and can certainly cost a lot, but the command ‘Thou shalt not commit adultry’ its not really a legal issue anymore. 


We say, in our prideful rhetoric, that we live in a Christian nation, established on Christian values, but we Christians have done a very poor job of keeping it that way. The hand of justice is over society in a different way today.

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he was short of time and couldn’t find a space with a meter.
Then he put a note under the windshield wiper that read: “I have circled the block 10 times. If I don’t park here, I’ll miss my appointment. Forgive us our trespasses.”
When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along with this note:
“I’ve circled this block for 10 years. If I don’t give you a ticket I’ll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation.”


When judgment is upon us we can often begin by getting defensive, and making excuses, and trying to put what we have done wrong into some context where wrong seems a little closer to right. God’s justice and a human justification don’t fit in the same context. 


Even though Jesus came to confront our understanding of the law, he says, ‘I did not come to subvert or set aside the Law, but to fulfill it’


God’s got a heavy hand. It is the same heavy hand that good parents have with their children - and I do not mean to whack bottoms, or the back-side of heads –but I mean the kind of hand that puts a grasp on your shoulder, or holds onto your arm and holds you steady when things have really gone wrong.


A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson and wanted to make sure she had made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell me what you must do before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?”
There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy spoke up. "Sin," he said.

And the apostle Paul asks the church, in his letter to Rome, “1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?” That’s just the kind of thing someone would try, we would play at the fact that God will forgive all our sins. So sin is in? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” 


Yet there are many people who live their lives with little to no regard for sin or injustice, who simply see that if they get ahead and have what they want then they and things are good enough. Good enough, good enough for what to be considered good by other sinners, by those who sin just a bit more? 


The psalmist goes on to say, “When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.” Simply doing nothing ‘really’ bad does not mean you are doing good. You’re not a murderer great, how are the other nine commandments? Are you busy doing good or trying to explain how the things you did are not really all that bad. 

It is a very adolescent behaviour, but one that is rarely left in adolescence; so that I hear it from every generation alive.  
This is the difference between just having our sins forgiven and ‘having souls without deceit’ as we shared in our psalm today.

 “For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
    my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.” Psalm 32:4
Sounds pretty harsh, but it is really quite a relief. Have you ever had a parental figure catch you in the midst of doing something, and they sit you down, the stop you in what you are doing and  in that moment you might even feel their hand on your shoulder. I hear from people who parents are long since passed describe the feeling when they have been about to do something they were told years before not to do by their parents and it is like they are right there, holding them back from making that mistake.

How much harder is God’s hand upon us, holding us back from temptation.


Lent commemorates the forty days in which Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness. While all of life is a wilderness, we are invited to feel God’s hand upon our lives as we journey in our own wilderness, against our own temptations.


Yet we do not journey in the wilderness alone and without provision, but with the people God has given us and with His Holy Spirit, and with the grace of God’s forgiveness; a heavy hand of love on all our lives.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 522 He leadeth me
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted like Lord Jesus
[tune Westridge BoP 411]

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus,

To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word,

Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons,

With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces,

But follow the way.

Not to hold the world by power,

Not by fear, or might,

But in worship, love the Lord,

All day and night.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Robbie, Jean, Joe, Neil, Vincent, John, Bev & Don,, the Sullivan family, Juanita,
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Mission Moments:  PWS&D Sunday Inspired by God’s promise of abundant life, Presbyterian World Service & Development envisions a sustainable, compassionate and just world. On February 5—PWS&D Sunday—we remember the work our church is doing to uphold God’s promise in vulnerable communities around the world. With generous gifts from individuals and congregations and the commitment of partners around the world, PWS&D is able to carry out programs in international development and emergency relief to help communities rise above poverty and disaster and access basic necessities like nutritious food, clean water, health care, quality education and basic human rights. With each family that is empowered to build a sustainable livelihood, grow their own food and rise above illness, we witness God’s Spirit enabling abundant life.  
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