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Lent March 6th 2016

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 19 Simple Gifts

Simple Gifts 

(19th century Shaker song; Tune Lord of the Dance)
'Tis the gift to be simple, Its a gift to be free,
'Tis the gift to come down where you ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
Will be in the valley of love and delight.

When true simplicity is gained,
To bow and to bend, we will not be ashamed,
To turn, turn, will be our delight,
Till by turning, turning we come round right

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 72 All creatures of our God an King

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 32 [Pew Bible] 

1    Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
2    Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him
    and in whose spirit is no deceit.
3    When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.
4    For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
    my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
Selah
5    Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.
    I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”— and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Selah
6    Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found;
    surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.
7    You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble
    and surround me with songs of deliverance.
Selah
8    I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
    I will counsel you and watch over you.
9    Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.
10    Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD’S unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him.
11    Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart!
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 323 Jesus, stand among us
Scripture Readings: OT – Joshua 5:9-15

9Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” So the place has been called Gilgal£ to this day.
10On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. 11The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain. 12The manna stopped the day after£ they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate of the produce of Canaan.
13Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”
14“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord£ have for his servant?”
15The commander of the LORD’S army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

                              Epistle – Revelation 12:1-6

1A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 3Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. 4His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. 5She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne. 6The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 134 Sweet hour of prayer      
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 15:11-32

11Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ 20So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.£’
22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.
25“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
28“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
31“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
Sermon: To overcome the dragon


Scenes of medieval valor, and crests from many nations, scenes of mighty and mystical dragons – especially the defeat of dragons – are a part of the mythic, mystic and even woven into the religious experience of every creed in creation. What is this fearful fascination of the viper and serpent that places it at the heart of dread? 


It is the creature form of deceit that bring about the fall in humanity in the narrative of Adam and Even and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. It is again, in our reading from revelation the character form given to the devil , specifically named Satan – Satan meaning, the deceiver, the tester, the tempter, the adversary: Jesus says, “There is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44).


One thing that can be immediately accepted from the text is that the image of the devil has become amplified from what we encounter in the Genesis account. No longer is this the serpent bent on a little deception, but the full plan and intention is shown and it is nothing less than taking over all of God’s creation; not wrenching it from God’s hands but stealing it from God’s heirs. The motive and movement of Satan’s action is division. He turns the church from a people of fellowship to a group that operates in terms of us and them, even going so far as to consume and corrupt what comes from the people of God, that is meant for the worship of God.


We are drawn into this scene through what John describes as a wondrous sign: ‘a woman, clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet [as her carpet, or as footwear] bearing a crown of twelve stars on her head.’ 

Who is this woman? Well, it seems that this woman could very well be you. The woman being described here is the bride of Christ; this is the church, timeless and timeless in the light of God’s creation – meaning adorned and dressed in the sun and the moon, with twelve stars that co symbolize twelve tribes and twelve disciples, and - since the stars are symbolic of the leadership through God’s message – they are the twelve spirits or twelve messengers, meaning angels. The crown together with the stars is the sign of the enduring testimony of God’s people through trial and tribulation [James 1:12, 1 Peter 5:4), and what else offers the spirit of God to the churches more regularly than God’s Holy word found in the Bible?

One of the difficulties people have with the book of Revelation is how it works on the same sense of time that operates when we dream. Have you ever had a dream concerning a huge span of time [days and weeks or longer], and found out you dreamed that dream in the span of a twenty minute nap? 

If we look at the book of Revelation and see it not as a timeline, but as an explanation for what God is doing in the whole span of time, and then for John to have to witness, comprehend and write down all he sees, we begin to understand why this vision may seem a bit jumbled. The book of Revelation has all the appearance of someone trying desperately to write down what was seen in a powerful and inspiring dream before that dream vanishes from the conscious mind.

What John – in his vision – seems to be seeing here is in one sense the nativity story. The woman is not Mary specifically, but all who she represents; even as she represents us. She comes to her time, crying out as one Crying in the wilderness. Is this not the prophesying and the preaching of God’s people and even the church as it brings Christ to the world. I have often said that Mary was really one of the first human prophet-preachers of the Church, since she through her body and through her labour screams brought Christ Jesus to the world; and what a delivery. 

The child is God’s child, this is Christ, the begotten of all time; snatched away from Satan by the movement of God’s hand to preserve the baby Jesus from the devil inspired horrific acts of king Herod, and yet also the preservation of Christ Jesus through the all too real temptation by Satan in the wilderness which we commemorate during Lent. And yet we must accept how God has preserved the generations of the Church that have been born this way; even praying for the generation of the church that is being born today that needs protection from the dragon of deception all-too-ready to consume the truth and spew out hate and lies.

The description of this dragon is quite a mind-full, red – the colour of flame and blood - with: ‘seven heads, and ten horns, and seven crown on his heads.’ Whether we call those seven head ‘the seven deadly sins’ or see them as some division of earthly authority, both are roads in deception since the truth is that all true authority in heaven or on earth comes from God alone, what we are observing is the divided kingdom of the devil. This kingdom cannot & will not stand. And yet again, over ten horns are seven crown on those heads. Is this yet another division of power?

The ten horns may be a reference back to the ten kingdoms that the Greek/Macedonian conquerors established, it appears as a division of divisions, again ‘a kingdom divided against itself’. 

Though it is mighty and terrible to behold, this mighty dragon is a defeated foe. Every goal that it sets for itself is overcome and thwarted. To overcome Satan it is most important that you know and you live your life in the confidence that your trials and your troubles are coming from a foe that cannot ultimately win. Now that is not to say there is no power there. Verse four points out that with his tail he will sweep a third of the stars: is that a third of the angels already fallen with Satan? Is that a third of the churches, that become so earthly-minded they forget the truth? This may even refer to an astrological event that our telescopes are yet to see.

Yes, perhaps both. But let’s remember that no matter the trouble that we face, that the church faces, that the people of God together throughout time have always faced, God preserves us and protects us. God guided Mary and Joseph with baby Jesus to the safety of the wilderness towards Egypt. God takes his people into the wilderness for two generations to refine the deceit and idolatry out of them and molded them into a faithful and mighty nation. 

So we are welcomed into the safety of God’s protection where, as the psalmist today says, we are ‘surround me with songs of deliverance’. And whether it is for a half of all time, or a half of a specific time – that seems to be the symbolism of 1260 days or 42 months or 3½ years – it is sufficient time for God’s will to made clear and God’s everlasting plan to be put into actions. 

I believe we are coming out of that time of refuge and into the final times that the Lord has prepared. We are coming into the time when the rule of Christ will be clear and before us and the time of that deceiver will end. We are coming to the day when truth will reign and God peace will be from everlasting to everlasting.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcement: 

Treasurer –Our new Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge was nearly in place, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 
Presbytery – Meet on March 16th in Riverview. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School is back up and running on Monday nights 6-7pm (off for March Break). Call Tanya 785-6696
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Bible Study – Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Sheila Handrahan in Harcourt after looking at the book of James. Another Bible study is being planned for Lent titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ Monday 1pm @ Jessie Kelly’s (1982 Rte 495, East Branch – not this week] & 2pm Thursday @ the Manse. [3279 Rte 465, Beersville]

Sermon Series – Through Lent & Easter Rev. Sutherland will be offering Sermons reflecting on the book of Revelation.
World Day of Prayer This afternoon 2pm at St. Stephen’s United, Molus River and was also hosted at Zion Presbyterian Church in West Branch 

Maundy Thursday - 

Good Friday – Service will be hosted at St. Mark’s Church March 25th @ 7pm 
Rexton Lions Club – Senior’s Dinner March 20th 4-6pm with live entertainment and the BLMS presenting speeches at 6:30. Donation’s Received 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Reminder – Next Sunday is the time change (Spring Forward!!) If you forget to change your clocks and sleep in you have permission to show up in tasteful or funny pajamas.
Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 522 He leadeth me

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted like Lord Jesus
I am tempted, like Lord Jesus

[tune Westridge BoP 411]

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus,

To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word,

Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons,

With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces,

But follow the way.

Not to hold the world by power,

Not by fear, or might,

But in worship, love the Lord,

All day and night.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W., Neil Ryan, a friend in grief, children on March break. 
Mission Moments March 8 is International Women’s Day Simiona, Santa, Isaura and Leona are Maya-Mam women living in Guatemala. Unfortunately, like many other [image: image1.jpg]I have to inferview an
old person for school
ond T thought of you!




indigenous women striving to provide for their families, they are faced with discrimination, unequal treatment and the unrelenting cycle of poverty. Through the local Presbyterian World Service & Development-supported group called United for Development, however, their lives have transformed. They are learning how to properly raise livestock, produce organic fertilizers and diversify crops to increase their yields. After receiving training in small business development, they are also empowered to use their household income to support their families and community. Through the program, Simiona, Santa, Isaura and Leona are inspired to claim their rights and make a positive difference in their lives and in the lives of those around them.   
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