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Service of Worship
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March 8th, 2015

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 3 As the deer pants
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 72 All creatures of our God and King
Responsive Reading: Psalm 19

1    The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
2    Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.
3    There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.£
4    Their voice£ goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.
    In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 

5  which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course.
6    It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat.
7    The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
    making wise the simple.
8    The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.
9    The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure
    and altogether righteous.
10    They are more precious than gold,
    than much pure gold;
    they are sweeter than honey,
    than honey from the comb.
11    By them is your servant warned;
    in keeping them there is great reward.
12    Who can discern his errors?
    Forgive my hidden faults.
13    Keep your servant also from willful sins;
    may they not rule over me.
    Then will I be blameless,
    innocent of great transgression.
14    May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
    be pleasing in your sight,
    O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
Children’s Reflection – Those who wait on the Lord

Children’s Hymn: Those who wait on the Lord

Scripture: OT – Exodus 20:1-17

1And God spoke all these words:
2“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
3“You shall have no other gods before£ me.
4“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.
7“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
8“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.
13“You shall not murder.
14“You shall not commit adultery.
15“You shall not steal.
16“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

                NT – 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written:
    “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”£
20Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.
Hymn:  songs 10 Since Jesus came into my heart
Scripture: Gospel – John 2:13-22

13When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!”
17His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”£
18Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”
20The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.
Sermon: Laws Beyond Reason

It used to be, and you’ll have to imagine, that from the winter to the summer months the hours of the day during daylight hours, were longer. That would have been the way that time was counted by the Romans during the first century and for most of the time of the early church.

So we are here, and perhaps a little less chipper because of something called Daylight Savings Time. Now daylight savings was an idea to try and measure and use the daylight hours well. It comes out of the practice of each major city keeping its own times, but it has only been around really since 1895 developed by a New Zealander named George Hudson, developed by Germans and Austrians, but never really implemented widely until the 1970s.


Why wait so long?  

Brad and Louise tried their best to be good Christians, but they only made it to church once or twice a year. As they were leaving the church after one of those occasions, the minister stopped them and said, "It sure would be nice to see you more than once or twice a year." Louise said, "Yes, we know. We'd love to come more often, but we're very busy people with full and active lives. But at least we keep the Ten Commandments!" The minister said, "That's great!" Brad said proudly, "I keep six and Louise keeps the other four!"


Laws can be made by a government, a leader, a ruler, a teacher a philosopher; we, you and I make up all sorts of laws and rules to organize our lives. One that I love is one my sister gave to me on a mug, it was a Farside cartoon, simply it read: “first pants, then shoes”.


The laws that govern our society are the same way. Our government can come up with all sorts of laws, put them on our books, have the courts recognize them and then we simply wait for someone to ask the question, or come up against the law to see what it does? 


But the laws of God are different, they are designed different. This is probably one of the most singular instances of legal development in the history of human kind, for while most of societies laws come out of years of trial and error, and judgments and records and tradition, the laws of God begin tradition, they create a system of justice and they precede trials and decision for the next three thousand years and more, right to today.


Before the society ever formed the laws made sense. They made more sense than people realized, because the laws that God was giving his people – not only in the ten commandments but throughout the whole body of laws from Genesis right through to Deuteronomy – these are as the psalmist says ‘sure and altogether righteous’.


These laws were not formed the rational way, reasoned out and compared with what goes on in nature. The people of God gathered for worship, stripped of what it meant to be a nation, and from the time and place of worship they arose to become what is perhaps the longest enduring cultural and even ethnic body the world has ever seen. The proof that the ten commandments and the laws of the Bible work as a legal system is not that they were worked out in advance, but that they were the defining force behind creating a nation and sustaining it through both times of great national strength but what is even more profound – these laws endured political conquest by other nations, and even exile.


Nine year old Joey, was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday school.
"Well, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, he had his engineers build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across safely. Then he used his walkie-talkie to radio headquarters for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved." 
"Now, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught you?" His mother asked.
"Well, no, Mom. But if I told it the way the teacher did, you'd never believe it!"


You’d never believe, but the world has been made to believe. God has called it to believe. With the signs that caused pharaoh to release God’s people, the signs of the pillars of fire and smoke that lead them from Egypt to God’s holy mountain, and the sign of the parting of the Red Sea, God proved the law before the laws were given. It is a complete reversed approach God doesn’t follow our way of doing things, doesn’t require the building of merit or power or possessions to distinguish a great nation from a poor one; great nations have risen and fallen, whole empires have washed over these people and yet they have not only survived, but have thrived and through it all they were preparing the way for the Messiah to come into the world.


God reached in to what was perhaps one of the lowest point of Israelite history, even in relation to the exile to Babylon, and it is there he places the coming of the Messiah. This is not when the nation was great, or on the rise, but when the world needed a Messiah most Jesus was born, and he grew up and walked among us and faced the temptation of our sin just as much as we do – not only in the wilderness, but every day. 


    “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” Paul quotes the prophet Isaiah and references really the whole chapter in Isaiah that describes how God will turn all of our presumption on our head. 

It does not stand to reason . . . not any of it. God is not going to work things out in the way we want, or even the way that would make sense for us. When you pray, can you give that prayer over to God’s will, and not just stand idly by to see what happens, but be active in the working out of your faith, even when the answer to the prayer takes you in a direction that may clash with your own wisdom and understanding?

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Charlie, the Willah
Announcements:  
The Joint Session Will meet March 11th to discuss items raised by Presbytery and to look at our spring and summer schedule for events and services.

Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery of New Brunswick has agreed to investigate the viability of the pastoral charge and to sustain the charge while the process is ongoing. The expectation is that this should be concluded by July
World Day of Prayer Services –  Was held Friday at John’s Untied in West Branch, and today St Bartholomew’s RC in Bass River, 2:30pm This year the service asks the question “Do you know what I have done to you” John 13  
Good Friday: Service will be hosted at St. James’ Beersville, starting at 7pm

Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: The Bible study is being moved until the weather clears in the spring, and will be our Easter study.

Snow Day – Will be on Saturday March 21st in the afternoon at  are looking for a date, a time, and a place, but it sure would be nice to get together for some fun and perhaps some cookies and hot chocolate.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Lions – The Rexton Lions are hosting a Seniors Supper (Turkey & fixins) on Saturday March 21st from 4 to 6pm. Dig out and dig in.

Yoga – Classes hosted at Fillmore Trucking, Monday 7pm; All ages & experience 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer
Hymn: BoP 522 He leadeth me 

Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted, like Lord Jesus
Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Numbers 21:4-9, Psalm 107, Ephesians 2:1-10, John 3:14-21

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments March 8 – International Women’s Day Zahida is an accomplished teacher at a high school in Afghanistan, where cultural norms forced her to abandon her dream of teaching. While her husband initially supported her choice to work, he soon worried what others would think, and Zahida was forced to quit. Thankfully a Presbyterian World Service & Development program working to mature cultural attitudes and raise awareness about the importance of education interceded. After explaining to Zahida’s family about how important her work is, Zahida was able to return to the school. “Teaching is not just a job for me, but it is my dream to help children learn. Through the support of this project, I am once again living my dream,” she shares.
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