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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent

March 9th 2014

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Lenten liturgy - 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 72 All creatures of our God and King

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 32 [pew Bible] 

1    Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
2    Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him
    and in whose spirit is no deceit.
3    When I kept silent, my bones wasted away
    through my groaning all day long.
4    For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
    my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. Selah
5    Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.
    I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”— and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah
6    Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found;
    surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.
7    You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble
    and surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah
8    I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
    I will counsel you and watch over you.
9    Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding
    but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.
10    Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD’S unfailing love
    surrounds the man who trusts in him.
11    Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous;
    sing, all you who are upright in heart!
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 662 Those who wait on the Lord (insert)
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Genesis 2:15-17. 3:1-7

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
4“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

       Epistle – Romans 5:12-19

12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned—13for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.
15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.
18Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 10 Since Jesus came into my heart

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 4:1-11

1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
    “‘He will command his angels concerning you,
    and they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’£”
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”
11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
Sermon:  If you are . . .


We all have to define who we are.


There comes a point in the living out of life, were we feel make some sort of decision: This is what my life is going to be about. We are compelled to it especially as adults, and we encourage it as we regularly ask our children to define themselves and redefine themselves. After that, we try to live up to that title, that vocation, that calling. 


And that self definition is going to be called into question. If you really define yourself as  . . . well . . . anything; mother, father, child, sibling, teacher, student, professional, labourer, farmer, merchant, tradesperson; at some point someone is going to call on you to defend your self-definition. It is going to be asked “If you are . . .then prove it”


And today I am going to ask you to consider who really asks you THAT question and why?


The StatsCan survey circulates every few years, updating government files about the population and to help us define who we are as a nation. The results can give us some idea about our community and the way it is changing, and help us make some plans and use our resources well. But those statistics also shows that the way we define ourselves as Canadians, as New Brunswickers changes all the time. 


So consider, if we are in the midst of change why would someone ask you to prove who you are, today?


Jesus answered him: “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word of God.” “Do no Put the Lord your God to the test.” And, “Away from me Satan!”


The only one who gets to call us out, and call on us, and judge is God. When we forget that we put someone, something else before God. When we ask people to prove themselves and define themselves by any other standard but God’s will, and if we do not help them find God’s will, then we risk standing in the role of the Deceiver. 

 
What Satan does to Jesus in the trials of Jesus in the desert is what he does to each one of us as some point in our life, and in some ways every day of our lives. How many people do you know are still defined today by decisions made ten years ago, twenty years ago, by decisions made by their parents? The deceiver wants to put you in a box, get you stuck in the rut so bad that you are convinced that it is the only way to live your life, and then Satan just feeds on your life, the isolation, the anger, the frustration that follows.


In the garden – we read in Genesis – Satan gets Eve into that box, “You will be like God!” That is the worst box to try and put yourself into. None of us are called to be God. No one of us can heal the sick, raised the dead, forgive the sins of the world, remake and restore the world, change people’s minds, or control the weather, and we should not be expecting each other to be God. 


God is enough, we don’t need anyone else to be God. I speak of change in us, yet I also declare that God is universally unchanging; immutable. We perceive God in different ways between us, we experience God in different ways because we are separate from each other, and we declare God in different ways because while we are called together into fellowship by the Holy Spirit we tend to emphasize and define God based on what we each want, in our space, in our own soul, in our own box of faith.


Who do you define yourself to be? Can you put bread on the table and do it in a way that people admire you for it? Is your life about the personal provisions that hold and keep you?


What is your definition? Are you healthy and vital? And does your strength determine how good and valuable you are to yourself and the people in your life. 


And that defining moment of your life . . . do you see it as the time when you had, or will have, everything going for you? When the stars align? your luck is up? when your personal kingdom of home, family, resources are secure? When you win the lotto?


 We share the mistake of Eve & Adam. It is not enough to define ourselves, because when confronted by our true worthiness to be with God we are still as naked as they were. They believed that they could take on God’s mantle of knowledge, they believed that they should be self willing and self indulging. They believed that their lives were all about themselves. But it not about who you are, you  by yourself, you. 


You may have a personal relations hp with your Saviour Jesus, but that relationship calls you into relationship with everyone else in this room and every other church room in the world and in heaven above. It isn’t just about me, just about you, or us here today.


Satan tempts Christ with what should never be a temptation for us; to look after our own provision first, to se to our own well being above all, and to work and strive to set our lives up over and above the lives of others. No one is better than anyone else. 


Jesus told his disciples that if any of them wanted to be ruler of everyone else, they had to become their servant. That isn’t a punishment for the arrogant as simply a truth about life. The person who is really in control of their own life never needs to prove, never desires to display it, and when examined we might think they were the slave of everyone around them. 


If you are  . . .


If you are brothers and sisters in Christ your lives prove it in the love you show, in the forgiveness you offer, in the openness of your heart as you welcome Christ, as you welcome those who are seeking him still.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Annual meeting: Zion Jan. 15th 2014; St. James March 2nd 2014; St. Mark’s March 9th 2014 & St. Andrew’s February 25th 2014
World Day of Prayer  - please continue to pray for the work of the whole church throughout the world, remembering especially the life in the church in nations of transition and places of change like Egypt. Service held this past week
Joint Session In respect to financial concerns raised at this year’s annual meetings, and desiring a vision for ministry and mission throughout the pastoral charge, there will be a meeting of the congregations of the pastoral charge on Wednesday April 9th 6:30pm to discuss these items and make plans. There will be a potluck fellowship before the meeting, meal at 5:30 pm.

Easter Celebrations – Maundy Thursday Dinner @ St Mark’s Hall 6pm




Good Friday Candle Service @ Zion, West Branch 7pm




Palm & Easter Sunday Communion will be celebrated

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha This will start up again during Lent, hosted by  . . ..

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank - There continues to be a need for baby items and milk & canned fruit.
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 522 He leadeth me

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 411 I am tempted, like Lord Jesus
Next week’s Services

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: Genesis 12:1-4, Psalm 121, Romans 4:1-5,13-, John 3:1-17

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter season especially, the expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Matthew, Joe, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, Mia, John, Carle, Shelley, Charlie, 
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Mission Moments  Reaching out to refugees Action Réfugiés Montréal advocates for and empowers refugees as they rebuild their lives in Canada. ARM’s Detention Program Coordinator Jenny Jeanes meets detainees twice a week to explain the refugee process and provide support and advice. Most cases are complex, but sometimes small actions can change lives. One day Jenny gave a $5 calling card to a refugee claimant in detention who later visited ARM’s office. Executive Director Paul Clarke shares, “He was determined to thank us. As a result of our card he was able to reach his family back home to have his identity papers sent to Montreal. His refugee claim was accepted. It took only $5 to give a person his freedom; sometimes $5 is all that it takes.” A grant from Presbyterians Sharing helps Action Réfugiés Montréal reach out to refugees in the name of Christ.
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