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Sunday May 10th 2015 – Easter VI – Mother’s Day - Ascension

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 14 Jesus, name above all names
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 675 insert Precious Lord, Take my hand

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 98 [Pew Bible] 

1    O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.
2    The LORD hath made known his salvation: his righteousness hath he openly showed in the sight of the heathen.
3    He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the house of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
4    Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.
5    Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm.
6    With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the LORD, the King.
7    Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.
8    Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together
9    Before the LORD; for he cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity.
 KJV

1    Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things;
    His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
2    The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3    He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
    all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
4    Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music;
5    make music to the LORD with the harp,with the harp and the sound of singing,
6    with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn — shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7    Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.
8    Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;
9    let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.
 NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 159 insert Mothers of Salem

Scripture Readings:


            NT – Acts 10:34-48

34Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 35But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 36The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) 37That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; 38How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 40Him God raised up the third day, and showed him openly; 41Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 43To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.
44While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 46For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 47Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.
KJV

34Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 36You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached—38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.
39“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
44While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they heard them speaking in tongues£ and praising God.
Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
NIV


       Epistle – 1 John 5:1-6

1Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. 4For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
6This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.
KJV

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
6This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 662 insert Those who wait on the Lord
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 15:9-17

9As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. 11These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 12This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 13Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 14Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 15Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 16Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 17These things I command you, that ye love one another.
KJV

9“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17This is my command: Love each other.
NIV
Sermon: God’s Favourites

When a mother first welcomes her child into the world it is a moment of awe and wonder, as two whole people meet and yet already know each other and intimately. There is nothing in human experience that matches what takes place in that first embrace and as the mother comes to care for her child and the child returns to her trust and affection that is perhaps the most enduring human emotional bonds. It is a relationship that endures suffering, maintains through great difficulty, and unlike even the closest bonds of marriage, or of the love between siblings and friends – statistically speaking – nothing last so strong as the relationship between mothers and their children. Not to say there are not some rough patches between mothers and their children, for example:


One day, a little girl is sitting and watching her mother do the dishes at the kitchen sink. She suddenly notices that her mother has several strands of white hair sticking out in contrast to her brunette hair. She looks at her mother and inquisitively asks: "Why are some of your hairs white, Mom?"
Her mother replied: "Well, every time that you do something wrong and make me cry or unhappy, one of my hairs turns white."
The little girl thought about this revelation for a while and then asked: "Momma, how come all of grandma's hairs are white?"

The difficulty arises when there is more than one child. Any of you who are siblings as well as children know that the competition can get a little ugly at times.

Here is one example:  “

"Three sons left home, went out on their own and prospered. Getting back together, they discussed the gifts that they were able to give to their elderly mother.
The first said: "I built a big house for our mother."
The second said: "I sent her a Mercedes with a driver."
The third said: "I've got you both beat. You know how Mom enjoys the Bible and you know she can't see very well. I sent her a brown parrot that can recite the entire Bible. It took twenty monks in a monastery 12 years to teach him. I had to pledge to contribute $100,000 a year for twenty years but it was worth it. Mom just has to name the chapter and verse, and the parrot will recite it."
Soon thereafter, Mom sent out her letters of thanks.
She wrote to the first son: "Milton, the house you built is too big. I live in only one room, but I have to clean the whole house."
She wrote to the second son: "Marvin, I am too old to travel. I stay home all the time, so I never used the Mercedes... and the driver is SO rude."
She wrote to the third son: "Dearest Melvin, you were the only son to have the good sense to know what your mother likes... The chicken was delicious."”

While the disciples were waiting for the promised Holy Spirit they were drawn into a time of reflection about what the church would become. They grew in faith and they also began to consider to whom they would minister; where was their mission? Who were they called to love in Christ?


Once they received the Holy Spirit a whole multitude of things began to happen. They began to preach, but the preaching reached far beyond the usual boundaries of the Jewish people but was a message now for all people of every nation, for the whole world and all it generation down to you and I and the generation yet to be born. The message of God’s love was going out from God people into all the world a promise that was made through the prophet Isaiah: “6    “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness;
    I will take hold of your hand.
    I will keep you and will make you
    to be a covenant for the people
    and a light for the Gentiles,
7    to open eyes that are blind,
    to free captives from prison
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.”


It seemed, especially for the Jewish people, that God had picked a favourite. When we read about battles in the Old Testament it seems as though God is picking favourites. As the people obey God, God seems to favour the Hebrew people, as the Hebrews disobey, that favour comes to rest on other nations, on other kings.


In the bible account of king Saul and his successor king David; Saul begins as the favoured person of God, backed up by God’s power to do one thing especially, and make sure the Philistines especially did not make life hard for the Hebrew people in their raids and conquests, but then Saul fell out of favour with God and David was appointed king over Israel, and the jealousy that rose up in Saul made him chase David over the whole countryside.


So, in the new faith in Christ was there going to be this same sort of thing. Amazingly not, even though the Jewish faith really did have a hierarchy of favourites before God, that is what Isaiah was saying. Some day it would not seem that God was playing favourites. In Christ we are in the time when God’s favour is not on one person, or one people alone.


Who is God’s favourite? The Apostle Peter says that God does not play favourites, but instead of looking at this as though God HAS no favourite, we ought to hear these words echoing the words of Christ in the call to love one another, and to remain in the love of God. God’s love is a favouritism offered to all. Because of Christ Jesus, God’s son given to raise all of us to the status of children and heirs before God; and so we are all God’s favourite. 

Christ’s redeeming power has drawn all people together before God as children of God. As John wrote in his letters to the church [chptr 3] “1Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2Beloved, now are we the sons of God,”


You are God’s favourite child, as you live and believe in Christ, you are made a child of God by His everlasting love. For even when in ages past, we thought that God was showing favour, God was making ready the way by which all people might be saved and that we might enjoy the love of God forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  our Presbytery, Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Alf, the Campbells, Reidpaths, Barnes, Florence (Jessie’s sister), 
Announcements:  
Church & Yard Cleanup – Thank you everyone who works hard to keep our facilities in good order, and our monthly caretakers who see to the heat each week.

Our cleanup Days are - _N/A_______________________________________
Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery of New Brunswick will next meet in St James Newcastle Miramichi on Wednesday June 24th 

Easter Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Continues, Tuesday, at 2pm at the Manse in Beersville. We look forward to seeing some new friends come out and join this week. Please call if you would like to host this fellowship

Gospel Fellowship – See insert

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community  BLMS – Drama performance this week of “Crumpled Classics” tickets are going fast for shows May 20-22. Call 523-7160 Adult $7 Student $5

Condolences - May everyone who comes to springtime in grief and loss, our prayers are with you and yours. The Pastoral Charge extends condolences to the family and friends of Kevin MacDonald who passed away last Friday. Our prayers also go out to The Reidpaths after Irene’s passing. We also pray for the Hudson family at Edwin’s passing. Our thoughts are also with the Barnes family in their grief at Carl’s passing. 

Yoga – Classes on hold in Harcourt, but are ongoing Mondays in Clairville

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses were notably higher than summer costs. Our charge is still in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 650 He leadeth me

               BoP 552
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, on us fall

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) meeting at the church
11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: Acts 1:1-11, Psalm 47, 1 John 5:9-13, John 17:6-19

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Families Find Shelter and Safety The dire situation in Iraq has left many families without access to shelter or food. More than one million have fled homes with nothing but the clothes they wore and whatever they could carry with them. PWS&D supports the provision of assistance to families fleeing violence and persecution. Families receive relief packages of food, water, hygiene kits, pots and kettles. Sedardar Rashid fled his home with his wife and three children and is now sheltering in a school. “It’s safe here,” he says. “We no longer have to fear for our lives. We get food and water.” To learn more about how to support PWS&D’s response to violent conflict.
