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May 11th 2014 – Christian Family Sunday

Happy Mother’s Day 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Call to Worship  NBoP 248 At the dawning of salvation (insert)
At the Dawning of Salvation - Nettleton
 At the dawning of salvation, in the morning of the world,

Christ is raised a living banner, by the love of God unfurled.

Through the daylight through the darkness, 

Christ leads on his great array;

All the saints and all the sinners, He has gathered on his way.

His is risen in the morning, He is risen from the dead; 

He is laughter after sadness; He is light when night has fled.

He has suffered; he has triumphed; 

Life is his alone to give: 

As He gave it once, He gives it, evermore that we might live

For the glory of salvation in the dawning Easter day,

We will praise You, loving Father; we rejoice to sing & pray.

With the Son and with the Spirit. Lead us on your great array,

Saints and sinners celebrating, your triumphant love today.

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 435 All things bright and beautiful

  BoP 105
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 113 [Pew Bible] 

1    Praise ye the LORD. Praise, O ye servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD.
2    Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and for evermore.
3    From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the LORD’S name is to be praised.
4    The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens.
5    Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on high,
6    Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth!
7    He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill;
8    That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of his people.
9    He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children. Praise ye the LORD.
KJV

1    Praise the LORD.
    Praise, O servants of the LORD,
    praise the name of the LORD.
2    Let the name of the LORD be praised,
    both now and forevermore.
3    From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets,
    the name of the LORD is to be praised.
4    The LORD is exalted over all the nations,
    his glory above the heavens.
5    Who is like the LORD our God,
    the One who sits enthroned on high,
6    who stoops down to look
    on the heavens and the earth?
7    He raises the poor from the dust
    and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
8    he seats them with princes,
    with the princes of their people.
9    He settles the barren woman in her home
    as a happy mother of children.
    Praise the LORD.
NIV

Children’s story – Cuba

Children’s Hymn: insert  Mother’s of Salem

     BoP 159
When mothers of Salem their children brought to Jesus,
The stern disciples drove them back and bade them to depart:
But Jesus saw them ere they fled and sweetly smiled and kindly said,
“Suffer little children to come unto Me.”

“For I will receive them and fold them to My bosom:
I’ll be the Shepherd to these lambs, O drive them not away;
For if their hearts to Me they give, they shall with Me in glory live:
Suffer little children to come unto Me.”

How kind was our Saviour to bid these children welcome!
But there are many thousands who have never heard His Name;
The Bible they have never read, they know not that the Saviour said,
“Suffer little children to come unto Me.”

O soon may the people of every land and nation
Fulfill Thy blessèd Word and cast their idols all away!
O shine upon us from above and show Thyself a God of love,
Teach the little children to come unto Thee! 

Jeru – Salem {“The abode of peace”, “where God sees/makes peace”}   

Devotional Moment

Scripture Readings: OT – Isaiah 49:13-18 

13Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the LORD hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. 14But Zion said, The LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. 15Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 16Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me. 17Thy children shall make haste; thy destroyers and they that made thee waste shall go forth of thee.
18Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith the LORD, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth. 
KJV

13    Shout for joy, O heavens;
    rejoice, O earth;
    burst into song, O mountains!
    For the LORD comforts his people
    and will have compassion on his afflicted ones.
14    But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me,
    the Lord has forgotten me.”
15    “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast
    and have no compassion on the child she has borne?
    Though she may forget,
    I will not forget you!
16    See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands;
    your walls are ever before me.
17    Your sons hasten back,
    and those who laid you waste depart from you.
18    Lift up your eyes and look around;
    all your sons gather and come to you.
    As surely as I live,” declares the LORD,
    “you will wear them all as ornaments;
    you will put them on, like a bride.
NIV

    NT – Acts 6:1-7

1And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 2Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. 3Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 5And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 6Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. 7And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.
KJV

1In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”
5This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.
7So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 662 Those who wait on the Lord

 


BoP ---

Scripture Readings: 

       

Gospel – John 10:1-10

1Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 6This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them. 7Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 10The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. KJV

1“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.
7Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
NIV

Sermon: In order to follow

Around the same time that the bible was being put together from Greek and Hebrew languages and other sources into the Latin language, there was a bishop in one of the leading Christian communities in northern Africa. He was known as Augustine. More than anyone else from his time period, his writings [books and letters] have lasted and been quoted by the church. In one letter he wrote to an influential friend he said “Dost thou wish to rise? Begin by descending. You plan a tower that shall pierce the clouds? Lay first the foundation of humility.” 


We can have as hard a time becoming the leaders we need to be as we do in picking our leaders. In our society, in our day and age, leaders are decided through institutions and traditions, where in the early church none of this yet existed. 


Part of the whole point in the reformation that created church denominations like this one, was to attempt to get back to the mindset of the first century church, to rediscover the leadership of Christ before “the church” began to get in the way. 


In order to follow, we need to trust the one who leads us. 


We have learned a hard lesson in the past fifty to a hundred years. All the institutions of our society – government, academies of learning, the financial market, justice and the courts, neighbourhoods, and yes the church – all have failed us in some pretty significant ways. There is no blind trust in them, if there is trust at all. 


We are in a situation where we feel forced into watching the systems and the people working within them; trying to ensure honesty and accountability. Being honest and accountable is more of a posturing used to sell campaign promises and other poorly traded stocks.


Can we remember the last time we easily and trusted and followed a leader? And I am not referring to being led blindly - by any means - but to follow aware and alert and able to live, work and move confidently along the life-path you are taking.


In the midst of utterly failing institutions there is one that seems to be beginning to rekindle – at least in certain circles; family. While the dynamic of family is changing the underlying moral authority of the family is gaining strength. I think society is realizing that people cannot really be cared for and managed by whatever institutions our society uses to corral and control society, but that we NEED the deeper more personal compassion and understanding that we have in family.


Over the last couple of days an annual trend has reappeared on social media sites where many people are replacing their own profile picture on their Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter account and posting their mother’s instead, usually at some significant life moment [infancy, wedding, graduation, etc].  


Think of the life situation that you treasure most. Was it your political leader, you coworkers, your school friends, that you wanted to share that moment with the most? It was your family, or at least it was the people who have been family for you, and cared and received you as family. 


It is through our families that we are relearning the life-skills of honesty and integrity. It is through the loving compassion of mothers that we are rediscovering our ability to be selflessly compassionate to the larger world. It is through the bonds of family, and those we call family, that the foundations of our society are becoming remolded. 


Jesus, told a story about leadership and who it is that leads us best. If anyone assumes leadership over anyone else they are like the thieves and robbers who jump the fence in order to try and shepherd the sheep. But those who do not assume, but who come by way of the graces and calling of God to guide our lives, these are the caring family that when we need them most are there; dependable and true. 

In order to follow we need to believe in the path before us and the one who is leading us on our way.


When Jesus rose from the dead and then rose into heaven he was not visible tot hem in the same way as before. Jesus did not walk by their side explaining every misunderstanding and performing the miracles the church would need in order to grow and to survive. 
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Jesus might have ascended into Heaven, but the experience of God because of Christ, moved God’s presence in our lives away from being something that comes from above, away, or through simply books, laws and earthly institutions. 


Jesus came to reestablish in us a loving relationship between God and his people, not to establish a new religion. Take a look at the caption in the bulletin today. Religion is often an institutional practices that serves itself, but a relationship is what we are called to have with God; deep and personal.


In order to follow You have to be willing to be led. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:

Happy Mother’s Day – We hope that you will have joy filled and rewarding Mother’s day. Today we honour all ladies of the congregation with flowers.

Pastoral Charge Meeting – We are looking to follow up on the discussions from earlier this month. A tentative date for the meeting is May 27th.

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study Psalms Continuing this Wed. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Hymn Sing – 3:00pm on May 25th we host the seasonal Hymn Sing at St James’ Presbyterian Church, Beersville. Everyone is invited to share praise and fellowship as we celebrate together the Holy Spirit’s coming in the season of Pentecost.
VBS – Looking to plan for early July, curriculum and craft ideas would be helpful from anyone who has interest or experience in this area
Breakfast – May 24th at St. Mark’s Hall. 8am to 11am, donations through the Ladies’ Aide for the hall and community care.

Beersville Volunteer Fire Dept. Would like to say a word of thank for everyone who came out in support of the department at our annual Roast Beef Dinner, and a very special word of thanks to members of the community to help out at the dinner in set up, serving, cleaning supplying pies and rolls.
Community Food Bank - There is a need for canned meat & milk, and diaper

Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship was cancelled due to weather. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 650 He leadeth me

BoP 522
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia! Alleluia [vs.3]
Alleluia, Alleluia
Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name

Jesus is Lord of all the earth
He is the King of creation

Spread the good news o'er all the earth
Jesus has died and has risen

We have been crucified with Christ
Now we shall live forever

God has proclaimed the just reward
Life for all men, alleluia!

Come let us praise the living God
Joyfully sing to our Saviour

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings: Isaiah 51:1-6, Psalm 31:, Acts 7:55-60, John 14:1-14

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Marilyn, John Allison & family, 
Mission Moments Changing lives through Youth in Mission

In 2013 a Youth in Mission team of nine young people travelled to Malawi where they spent three weeks visiting PCC and PWS&D partners and projects in Mulanje and Blantyre. Participant Katie Hubley from New Glasgow, NS, shares, “This trip was easily the most life-changing event I have ever experienced and I thank God every day for the opportunity to serve Him. I am so thankful for what I’ve learned from our brothers and sisters in Malawi – their warm welcome, their love of worship, their contentment, and their willingness to praise God and experience true joy in less than perfect circumstances.” Presbyterians Sharing supports the Youth in Mission program, enabling young people to learn about The Presbyterian Church in Canada’s mission and ministry around the world.
