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Ascension Sunday

May 12th 2013
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  3 As the deer pants Psalm 42

As the deer pants for the water,
So my soul longs after You.
You alone are my heart's desire,
And I long to worship You.


Refrain: You alone are my strength, my shield;
To You alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart's desire,
And I long to worship You.

You're my friend and You are my brother
Even though You are a King.
I love You more than any other,
So much more than anything. Refrain

I want You more than gold or silver,
Only You can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy giver,
And the apple of my eye. Refrain

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 435 All things bright and beautiful
  BoP 105 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 148 [BoP 652] 

1    Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the heights.
2    Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts.
3    Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light.
4    Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.
5    Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created.
6    He hath also established them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass.
7    Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps:
8    Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his word:
9    Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars:
10    Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl:
11    Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth:
12    Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children:
13    Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.
14    He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the LORD.
KJV

Children’s story – All the things we pray for . . .

Children’s Hymn: BoP 159 Mother’s of Salem 
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Daniel 5:1-11, 22-30

1Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 2Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. 3Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. 4They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 5In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 6Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 7The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and show me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. 8Then came in all the king’s wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof. 9Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonied.
10Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: 11There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers;
And when Daniel was called he said this:

22And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; 23But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: 24Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written. 
25And this is the writing that was written, MENEMene, MENEMene, TEKELTekel, UPHARSINUpharsin. 26This is the interpretation of the thing: MENEMene; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 27TEKELTekel; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. 28PERESPeres; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 29Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.
30In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 31And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.
KJV

1King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine with them. 2While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them. 3So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them. 4As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone.
5Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. 6His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees knocked together and his legs gave way.
7The king called out for the enchanters, astrologers and diviners to be brought and said to these wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing and tells me what it means will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around his neck, and he will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”
8Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or tell the king what it meant. 9So King Belshazzar became even more terrified and his face grew more pale. His nobles were baffled.
10The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, came into the banquet hall. “O king, live forever!” she said. “Don’t be alarmed! Don’t look so pale! 11There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In the time of your father he was found to have insight and intelligence and wisdom like that of the gods. King Nebuchadnezzar your father—your father the king, I say—appointed him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners.
22“But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this. 23Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from them. You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. 24Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription.
25“This is the inscription that was written:
MENEMene, MENEMene, TEKELTekel, PARSINParsin
26“This is what these words mean:
MeneMene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end.
27TekelTekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting.
28PeresPeres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.”
29Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold chain was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom.
30That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, 31and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.
NIV
       Epistle – Revelation 22:1-8

1And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 5And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.
6And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to show unto his servants the things which must shortly be done. 7Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 8And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these things.
KJV

1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.
6The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.”
7“Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.”
8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 662 Those who wait on the Lord
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 17:1-12

1These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 

Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 3And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 4I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 5And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.
6I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 7Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. 8For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. 9I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 10And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.
11And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 12While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
KJV

1After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
6“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.
NIV

Sermon: The weight of God’s Word
Today’s narrative from Daniel is the kind of story that the world has picked apart, but never really seems to have picked up as we have grown and moved through the ages. 


From this story we get two somewhat well known expressions; ‘ . .  the writing on the wall . .’ & ‘ weighed and found wanting’, but the meaning of both these expressions and their importance in the story has often been turned unto a kind of cliché; just another expression without any real meaning. 


I think that is where our place in this story begins. When we come to the bible, like when we come to church, or simply when we come together, the importance of our relationship together, as the church, and especially with God can become one without any real meaning. I think we know, I think at some level most  people know it is good to go to church; we don’t need our mother’s standing over us or pulling us by the ear to get that point across. 


Well, in that sense, it is good to go to church, and be a part of a church, and be active in the church in the same way it is good to eat our vegetables. Well, that is the way it often comes across, isn’t it? ‘Be nice, say your prayers, eat your vegetables, and go to church.’ But if that is all our children, and all our friends and neighbours are getting from our life of faith, then perhaps we need to look as see that – when weighed – we are not wanting for some growth in faith and witness. 


In the course of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar grew closer and closer to God, till by the end of chapter four in Daniel we read – in Nebuchadnezzar’s own words, in his own witness and testimony, “praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.”[vs. 37]   


And pride was what Nebuchadnezzar struggled with the most. He ruled the known world and had a lot to be proud of, but he was not – as the apostle Paul would write some five hundred years after Nebuchadnezzar ‘when boasting , making his boast in the Lord’. 


The apple did not fall far from the tree when it came to pride, except – as Nebuchadnezzar had fought and strove and worked to build and conquer and control all that he possessed, his son Belshazzar had done none of these things; he simply came into an incredibly rich inheritance, appreciating none of its value and its cost and its meaning.


Think about what has been handed down to you, from lands that you never had to clear, foundations that were dug and paid down by hand, but other hands than yours. We live in a nation that many of us did not fight to create or to keep, and we enjoy the wealth that by the toil of our hands are we more deserving of these riches than those who labour in other places in the world from dawn till dusk for only mere pennies.


Belshazzar decided to take the cups from the treasury that had been used for the worship of God, taken from God’s temple when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem.


One of the items that can be fought over in an executing of will and an estate is mother’s china set. It is one thing to give each daughter a tea cup, but who gets the tea pot, the gravy boat, the main platter? So often on member of the family – who always wanted the set gets the whole thing – and if this has happened in your family perhaps you understand this illustration. What would it be to you then, if that honoured child was to take the tea set and use it for feeding the pets, or even still just pawned off for a few bucks. 


Belshazzar gets out the fine goblets out from the treasury and does not simply have a feast for his noblemen, but has them over for feast honours the false gods of gold, bronze, and silver. His pride and selfishness has caused him to take his inheritance, the very physical tools used for worshiping God and Belshazzar uses them to insult God instead. 


It would be like using the church building as a place to come and feel good about ourselves rather than using this as a place to come and feel good about God.


And then, as both the saying and the story goes, ‘the writing was on the wall’.


Verse 5 [NIV] “5Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. 6His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees knocked together and his legs gave way.”


They were words, they were God’s but he could not read the words, or understand their meaning. 


Sometimes it is not enough to just to read God’s word ourselves. When the writing is in the bible, our ‘good book’, or maybe even posted up on your walls, our own reading might not be enough to get the whole meaning out what is written there. 


God puts people in our lives to take his word off the walls and off the pages and to put those words right in the middle of our lives. We – like Belshazzar – need to see that God has spoken to us; is saying these words to us, is guiding, directing, encouraging, judging, loving us so much as to send his only Son into the world for our sake – that he might live, teach, and pray, interceding for more than simply our lives and well being, but for the sake of our souls and eternal joy on earth and in heaven. 


You and I have not seen the source, watched the hands at work writing the bible, or seen the Holy Spirit moving through those hands to put those words to scrolls, tablet and pages, but these words are placed like a weight in our lives as a sign and warning that God is measuring, and the Lord our God is coming and coming soon [so says today’s reading from Revelation], and our lives will reach their end and measure in God’s love.


That was the imperative placed on Belshazzar;  given all the gifts of the earth put into his care his one and only duty was to extend honour to God who made it all possible for him. But he squandered it in selfish pride, blinding him from his own tendency to sin.


That is what selfish pride does, it gets us thinking that we are too good to sin, or that our sins are somehow less offensive to God than anyone else’s sin. 


But all have sinned, and all fall short of the glory of the kingdom of God. 


Christ, our rock and cornerstone, is not only that great mountain that we can build up our faith upon, but perhaps all the more important he is the stone that makes us stumble and the rock that makes us fall; all so that we will not be found wanting in judgment, but made low we may come humble and ready to receive grace and goodness and love. That our cups will be empty of everything else, and made ready to overflow with the joy of poured out for us; the children of God.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
Hymn Sing - May 26th 7pm at Grangeville Baptist
Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm 

Clairville Clean-Up day St Andrews clean up day will be will be on May 25, 10a.
Fundraiser – Ross Agnew Memorial Ball Tournament supporting the scholarship trusted in his name on Saturday, June 1st, Clairville Ball Field, 

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25 . Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event.

Spring Breakfast; St. Mark’s Hall, Bass River – A welcome to spring and everyone is welcome!! Saturday May 25th Starts 8am; Donation at the door

100th Birthday Party– Open to all. Honouring James Lawson’s 100 years on June 2nd hosted at the Greenwood Lodge, 2-4pm; on June 9th James will be honoured at St. James, Beersville during the morning worship.
Presbytery Visits Clairville/Beersville May 28th; Bass River/West Branch June 5th 
Joint Session- 

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. These experiences are available to all youth of the church.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn:   NBoP 650 He leadeth me
                   
     BoP 552

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  25  Midst Prayers of Thanks 

‘Midst prayers of thanks our praises ring,

Before the world we gladly sing,

For we are saved by giving hands

Of Christ who died that we might stand.

Our great thanksgiving is our lives

In daily service lifted high

Souls in devotion testify

We thank you Lord, you paid the price

We thank you Lord, you paid the price

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Announcements: 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Ashley & Brady, Savannah, Percy, Helen, Brent, Grace, Orga, Scottie, Bill, 
Mission Moment Serving God through music For students at the Theological Seminary of the Hungarian Reformed Church in Cluj, Romania, singing in a choir is a fun and creative way to learn the English language. It is also a fun and creative way to share the gospel message. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Brian Johnston, an English and music teacher at the seminary.  Choir member Józsa Bertalan shares “The feelings and spiritual nourishment that we gain through singing cannot be expressed in words. When we perform in congregations and communities, I believe that we have reached our goal when the song we sing is not just a simple composition, but a lifestyle and way of thinking which is revealed on our faces. When people see this, then we can say that our mission through song has been fulfilled.”  
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