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May 14th 2017 – Easter V – Happy Mother’s Day

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – the Alpha program welcomes everyone, of all churches to participate. Sandy will be helping with group discussions. Looking for more men to join this week.
A special Alpha Spirit Day will be the morning to the early afternoon on June 3rd also hosted at Grangeville Baptist.

Sunday School –There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship. 

VBS – we are looking for interest persons for this summer’s program. 

Roast Beef Supper - Saturday (May 20th ) from 4-6pm at St. Paul’s Anglican Church Hall, Brown’s Yard.
Breakfast –Saturday (May 27th ) from 7:30am to 10am at The Beersville Hall. Come out in support of local village halls.

BLMS – Theatre Show – May 16th through 19h.  Tickets available through the school office. 

Fellowship Potluck –We are looking forward to our early summer gathering on June 3rd, doors open at 4pm. 

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 3 As the deer pants
As the deer pants for the water    Psalm 42          

by: Martin Nystrom [NBoP 27]
As the deer pants for the water,
So my soul longs after You.
You alone are my heart's desire,
And I long to worship You.
Refrain: You alone are my strength, my shield;
To You alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart's desire,
And I long to worship You.

You're my friend and You are my brother
Even though You are a King.
I love You more than any other,
So much more than anything. Refrain

I want You more than gold or silver,
Only You can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy giver,
And the apple of my eye. Refrain

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 550 Morning has broken
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 31 [Pew Bible] 



1    In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;
    let me never be put to shame;
    deliver me in your righteousness.
2    Turn your ear to me,
    come quickly to my rescue;
    be my rock of refuge,
    a strong fortress to save me.
3    Since you are my rock and my fortress,
    for the sake of your name lead and guide me.
4    Free me from the trap that is set for me,
    for you are my refuge.
5    Into your hands I commit my spirit;
    redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.
6    I hate those who cling to worthless idols;
    I trust in the LORD.
7    I will be glad and rejoice in your love,
    for you saw my affliction
    and knew the anguish of my soul.
8    You have not handed me over to the enemy
    but have set my feet in a spacious place.
9    Be merciful to me, O LORD, for I am in distress;
    my eyes grow weak with sorrow,
    my soul and my body with grief.
10    My life is consumed by anguish
    and my years by groaning;
    my strength fails because of my affliction,£
    and my bones grow weak.
11    Because of all my enemies,
    I am the utter contempt of my neighbors;
    I am a dread to my friends—
    those who see me on the street flee from me.
12    I am forgotten by them as though I were dead;
    I have become like broken pottery.
13    For I hear the slander of many;
    there is terror on every side;
    they conspire against me
    and plot to take my life.
14    But I trust in you, O LORD;
    I say, “You are my God.”
15    My times are in your hands;
    deliver me from my enemies
    and from those who pursue me.
16    Let your face shine on your servant;
    save me in your unfailing love.
17    Let me not be put to shame, O LORD,
    for I have cried out to you;
    but let the wicked be put to shame
    and lie silent in the grave.£
18    Let their lying lips be silenced,
    for with pride and contempt
    they speak arrogantly against the righteous.
19    How great is your goodness,
    which you have stored up for those who fear you,
    which you bestow in the sight of men
    on those who take refuge in you.
20    In the shelter of your presence you hide them
    from the intrigues of men;
    in your dwelling you keep them safe
    from accusing tongues.
21    Praise be to the LORD,
    for he showed his wonderful love to me
    when I was in a besieged city.
22    In my alarm I said,
    “I am cut off from your sight!”
    Yet you heard my cry for mercy
    when I called to you for help.
23    Love the LORD, all his saints!
    The LORD preserves the faithful,
    but the proud he pays back in full.
24    Be strong and take heart,
    all you who hope in the LORD.

Children’s story – Time for Mother

Children’s Hymn: BoP 159 Mothers of Salem  

Scripture Readings:     NT – Acts 7:55-60

 55But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”
57At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.
59While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.


                 Epistle – 1 Peter 2:2-10
1Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him—5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture it says:
    “See, I lay a stone in Zion,
    a chosen and precious cornerstone,
    and the one who trusts in him
    will never be put to shame.”£
7Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
    “The stone the builders rejected
    has become the capstone,£ “£
8and,
    “A stone that causes men to stumble
    and a rock that makes them fall.”£
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 105 All things bright and beautiful
Scripture Readings: Gospel – John 14:1-14

1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God£; trust also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you really knew me, you would know£ my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
Sermon: A mother’s gifts (inc. Proverbs 31)
On Mother’s Day it is good to think about the kind of person that – if you asked them to do anything, especially in Jesus name – they are going to do it; at least in human terms going to try. Now I am not discounting all the fathers out there who are sacrificial in their time, cooperative in their relationships, and attentive with their spouse to the needs of the children, but lets face it, when it comes to who gets the prize for embodying the attitude of, “You can ask me anything.” Prize it is the ladies, the mothers who get it. Men, we have some work to do.

But don’t worry, if you don’t get it done you probably have a mother ready to pick up after you.


This gospel lesson is a reading that preachers will often pull out at funerals. These good news words are words we often wrap around people when they need comfort, like reading the twenty third psalm, or first Corinthians 13. 

Jesus lays out the framework of faith that helps us face our fears, and confront our troubled moments. When it comes to anything that can happen in life, or even in the prospect of death, God has a plan. God has it worked out. God is ready to see you through, God is willing to catch you when you fall, pick you up again, set you back on the path, and when all your trying is done, to have not just a place but a prepared place for you to find rest and peace.


It is getting to that time now in my life where we are trying to get our third son to start walking. And there is a big difference between getting our first child and our third child to walk. 


First of all we can’t both be there for the process, well most of it, because we are making sure the other too are staying out of trouble, or we are running interference because the other two are distracting our youngest while he is trying to focus on the placement of his next step. 


But it does not matter whether it is the first or third child, there comes a point when as a parent  you have to let them walk on their own and even more you have to let them fall down. It is a painful thing to fall down, we all know. It is a painful thing to hear the short deep ‘thump!’ of a fall, followed by the quick sharp cry of  child after their own feet or the world underneath have betrayed them into a fall and they feel pain, and they have to learn to get up, and even after so many times of helping them up we have to let them do it on their own because at some point we won’t be there to help them get back up. 


But Jesus offers us a promise. In Christ there is no time that God is not going to be there. His back is never turned, His arms never not stretched out. There is no mystery in God. Though you may not see God, God is always present, God always sees you and looks out for you.

A mother is more than a person who gave birth to you. Writer/journalist Syndey J. Harris said, “(A common mistake) is that simply having children makes one a mother—which is as absurd as believing that having a piano makes one a musician.


So we have been given not only our birth mothers, but a whole see of mothers, even some fathers who are mothers in this same sense in the village that it takes to raise us to be good parents to the children in our midst.

When the writer of proverbs wrote: “Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her” I hope that he was writing about every woman – who in faith has trust in God to be her example in parenting all the children in her life. 
I hope that when you mothers, mothers by love as much as mothers by birth, feel the comfort of God gracious love you are empowered and celebrated as you offer that love in grace, care and even self-sacrifice. 
We cannot do everything our children ask, but we can rest assured that in God’s love their every need is met, every joy offered, and peace at last is what we will share with them as we are gathered gladly, as baby birds gather to their own mothers, to rest in the embrace of our loving Saviour.

Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 431 What a friend we have in Jesus
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia (vs.5) 
Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord

Alleluia, Alleluia
Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name

Jesus is Lord of all the earth
He is the King of creation Alleluia

Spread the good news o'er all the earth
Jesus has died and has risen Alleluia

We have been crucified with Christ
Now we shall live forever Alleluia


God has proclaimed the just reward
Life for all men, alleluia! Alleluia

Come let us praise the living God
Joyfully sing to our Saviour Alleluia
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 
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THE MOMMY MANTRA —
We can rejoice, t00, when we fun into problems
and trials, for we know that they are good for us
they help us learn t0 endure. Romans 5:3



11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Robbie, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Maxine, Paul, Vincent, Rachel and her family, Juanita, Sandy McPherson, the Alpha program, this summer’s VBS, mothers

  Mission Moments:  “I am lucky that I joined this group” “Poverty is reduced in my family,” shares Tickiness, smiling. “My grandchildren are going to school and my life has changed.” This is something Tickiness never thought she would say, having spent most of her life burdened by poverty. After adopting her orphaned grandchildren, she could barely afford food, let alone the school fees. But a village savings and loans group through a Presbyterian World Service & Development-supported program in her Malawian community has been a source of hope. Tickiness has been accessing small loans and saving with other group members. With the money she has saved, Tickiness can afford to send her grandchildren to school and is improving her family’s living conditions. “This project is a blessing.” 
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