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May 15th 2016 – Pentecost Sunday

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 7 Father we love You [Glorify your name]

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: insert  Jesus loves the little children

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 104  24-35[Pew Bible] 

24    How many are your works, O LORD!
    In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
25    There is the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond number—
    living things both large and small.
26    There the ships go to and fro,  and the leviathan, which you formed to frolic there.
27    These all look to you  to give them their food at the proper time.
28    When you give it to them, they gather it up;
    when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things.
29    When you hide your face,  they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust.
30    When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.
31    May the glory of the LORD endure forever;  may the LORD rejoice in his works—
32    he who looks at the earth, and it trembles, who touches the mountains, and they smoke.
33    I will sing to the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
34    May my meditation be pleasing to him, as I rejoice in the LORD.
35    But may sinners vanish from the earth and the wicked be no more.
    Praise the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 265 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine
Scripture Readings: NT – Acts 2:1-21

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues£ as the Spirit enabled them.
5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
13Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.£”
14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17    “‘In the last days, God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
    Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.
18    Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will prophesy.
19    I will show wonders in the heaven above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20    The sun will be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21    And everyone who calls
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’£

                              Epistle – Romans 8:12-21

12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.£ And by him we cry, “Abba,£ Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that£ the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 447 O love that will not let me go      
Scripture Readings: Gospel – John 14:8-17

8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
15“If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be£ in you.
Sermon: God our Counselor 

Who is God? Who is God to you?


God can be many things to many people; though that is not saying that the many imaginings of God are correct. God has chosen many revelations in order that our shared vision of God is the one which is more accurate than the individual vision of God. God wove that into our creation, so that by being in fellowship with each other and by answer the call to come together we might become like unto a body to God, as the apostle Paul describes it, the body of Christ. 


And every body needs a spirit, if such a body is to be alive, and when we do come together that fellowship becomes the holy body in which God breath – not just any spirit – but God’s very own Spirit; to uplift, strengthen, comfort, heal, granting wisdom and understanding. The Holy Spirit takes our individuality and transforms it into a fellowship of gifts and abilities, and the Church becomes far more than simply the sum of the parts that make it.


Our identity in the Church as the Church is what helps us understand who God is. This is why God has called us together – that’s what ’church’ means – those who are called together. The way God gives us our identity as his children is all related to our relationship to each other in the Church. There is no Christian without the Church. 

Now there is a big question about what makes a Church: Matthew 18:20’s ‘Where two or three are gathered’ is somewhat overused as an excuse, but yes – it certainly provides a minimum number for the gathering of the Church. Yet as we read through the book of Acts, and read into Paul’s letters, the apostles looked for something else than a few gathered people who knew about Jesus; they looked for the Holy Spirit. Paul writes to the church in Ephesus these words “13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ” [Ephesians 1:13]

The Holy Spirit, much of the Church struggles to comprehend the Holy Spirit of God. What is first of all important is to understand that we cannot understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit without having received the Holy Spirit, but also that the complete understanding of God’s Holy Spirit does not happen all at once, but grows as you dwell in God’s Spirit and live in the fellowship of the Church. 


To receive the Holy Spirit the Christian faith-seeker has to be more-than-willing to receive what God is offering; the Holy Spirit is not being empowered to do those things that will make you feel good or important. Being filled with the Holy Spirit the disciples are driven all over the globe, away from family and friends and everything that knew and cared about; and very often into danger. The Holy Spirit may be God’s power in motion drawing the church together, but it is also the force that empowers those it has instructed in faith to take what they believe out into the world.

`
In a similar way, you have been called together that you might receive the Holy Spirit, but in the Holy Spirit you may find yourself engaged in your particular mission to the world; different from everyone else’s, one that you and you alone can offer. That ministry of your faith is empowered by the faith of the church; the belief in Christ we share together that empowers us, but is also uplifted more by God’s presence.


Christ Jesus called the Holy Spirit ‘the Counselor’. This is a much different way of understanding God than the Old Testament described. Under the old covenant, or old testament, the people of God believed they could only understand God – not just following the law – but by believing in the law as well. Faith in God was shown by how well you could follow the rules. 


Jesus’ ministry took the disciples and Jesus other followers on a very different path than strict Jewish observance. Rather than following the laws for the sake of fulfilling the following of the laws, Jesus shows us how following the law is supposed to result in a stronger relationship with God and with each other. Through the law we could begin to understand why God created, and show why God preserved a people in Noah, in Abraham and in Moses. 


‘The Counselor’ however, is a very different identity, and difficult to nail down exactly. The Holy Spirit of God is our explainer, our inspirer, our supporter, a protector and even a force of warning and alertness to caution us in dangerous paths of mission and life.


How we see God is so very important. Many people see God as the provider of their wealth, or their status, or their health, or other things they want or like. When we see God in that way we find ourselves worshiping the things that God gave us, rather than our giving God. 


‘The Counselor’ is also a servant position. The counselor adjuncts the ruler, and seeks to inspire the ruler with wisdom and experience. The lessons that the Holy Spirit gives us, and some of them include life hard lessons of surviving loss and grief, are meant to draw us closer together, and together to draw us all closer to God.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Celebrations of the Lord’s Supper– June 12th –26th

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: NEXT SUNDAY! Joined worship at Saint James Presbyterian Church in Beersville for the whole Pastoral Charge as we welcome Celtic Flavour into the leadership of our worship service [no 9am service]. 

Celtic Chorus – A choir from the Halifax area has volunteer their talented voices to provide our pastoral charge a weekend of Celtic Choral Music, May 21st 7pm @ St. Mark’s (good will offering) and during worship on May 22nd @ St James 11am [followed by a luncheon]. 
Summer Fellowship – Looking for a date for another get together

Summer Gospel Gathering – This is in the planning stages for June Treasurer – A job description for a new Central Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge is now available, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Bible Study –Our Tuesday Bible study meets at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers [Emerson Rd] in Beersville. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School has finished up for the season, but we will be planning VBS for July 4th –8th .

 Condolences – Prayers for strength and peace are extended to Rose Fillmore and her family at the passing of her father and also her aunt.  
Thanks! – The BVFD would like to thank everyone for coming our in support of yesterday’s supper, and for making pies, rolls and items for the bake sale.
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Session – Will next meet on Wednesday June 29th 2016

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Tom M.,  Kirk W. & Neil Ryan, Fillmores & Martins, 
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Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 569 Joyful, joyful we adore thee 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit on us fall
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moments:  PWS&D Responds to Floods in Pakistan In 2015, the district of Sajawal in Pakistan experienced the worst flooding in years. Monsoon rains and melting glaciers in the north washed away homes, roads and infrastructure. Over 200 people lost their lives in the devastating torrent. When waters receded, fields and crops were damaged, meaning many farm families went hungry. In response, Presbyterian World Service & Development, in partnership with Canadian Foodgrains Bank, provided emergency food packages to meet the nutritional needs of over 2,000 families affected by the flood. The food packages—containing flour, legumes, oil and salt—relieved families of hunger for five consecutive months and brought renewed strength to those beginning to rebuild their livelihoods.   
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