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Service of Worship

May 17th 2015 – Ascension Sunday

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 18 Refiner’s Fire 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 449 O love that will not let me go
Responsive Reading: Psalm 47

1    Clap your hands, all peoples!
    Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
2    For the LORD, the Most High, is terrible,
    a great king over all the earth.
3    He subdued peoples under us,
    and nations under our feet.
4    He chose our heritage for us,
    the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
Selah
5    God has gone up with a shout,
    the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
6    Sing praises to God, sing praises!
    Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
7    For God is the king of all the earth;
    sing praises with a psalm!£
8    God reigns over the nations;
    God sits on his holy throne.
9    The princes of the peoples gather
    as the people of the God of Abraham.
    For the shields of the earth belong to God;
    he is highly exalted!
The Sacrament of Baptism

Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: songs 112 Blessed Assurance
Scripture: NT – Acts 1:1-11

1In the first book, O The-ophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. 4And while staying£ with them he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me, 5for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

            Epistle – 1 John 5:9-13

9We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 

10Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 11And this is the testimony: ‘God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.’

 12He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.
13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
Hymn:  BoP 221 Rejoice and be glad
Scripture: Gospel – John 17:6-19

6“I have revealed you£ to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.
13“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17Sanctify£ them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
Sermon: When we promise

There is an old English proverb that is very appropriate for this time of the year: “A man of words and not of deeds is like a garden full of weeds.” 

You read through the gospels and in looking for the words of the disciples, especially the gospels of Matthew and John – written by disciples – and there is something startling. The disciples ask a lot of quite a lot of questions, but not many of them are recorded saying anything of what they believe, and what they promise to do for Jesus because they believe. And so, when it comes to setting the example for the rest of us the disciples kind of ‘drop the ball’ when it comes to confessions of faith and covenants of evangelism; that is until we stop on Peter. 

Peter seems to be able to get the words of promise out, but with Peter the trouble is that his faith is often tripped up by his presumptions; he thinks he ought to know what Jesus would have him do, but time and again he oversteps his mark with eagerness to do and to say something: At transfiguration, Peter offers to build shelters, missing that this is a moment that cannot be captured, simply appreciated. As he proclaims Jesus the Christ, the Son of the living God, he in the next breath tries to stand between Jesus and the cross and is rebuked as ‘Satan’ for his mistake. At the Last supper, Peter promises to never deny Jesus, and before the dawn of the next day Peter denies Jesus three times before the rooster crows.

Think of the promises we make to each other. What is the encouragement to keep promises in our day and age? Evangelist Billy Graham said that “We need to stop long enough to let our feet catch up with our mouths.”
These days are there many consequences for broken promises? Do we still vote for politicians, even when they have broken promises? Do we have safeguards in place for parents who break the important promises of caring and protecting their children? What is the state of marriage? Are we keeping promises to the ones we have publicly declared to love the most? What is it that gets in the way between the promises we make each other? What is it making it so hard to keep our promises?

A husband and wife were fighting, and she yells at him, “the only reason you married me was because my Great Uncle Albert left me a million dollars.” 

He turns back and calmly replies, “don’t be ridiculous I don’t care who left it to you!”
It is not just money, but there are a world of distractions out there: money, success, fame, work, and many other things to be sure. When these get between us and the most important promises of our lives, between us and family, friendship and faithful fellowship we end up having to section up, parcel up and try and keep parts of our lives separated from each other. The promises of God have an amazing ability of bringing not only people into fellowship, but in bring all the ‘parts’ of our lives into the same sort of fellowship as well. Does your work make you feel closer to your family and friends, and more able to be a part of your community? Do the programs and activities you get your children involved in bring them closer to their friends and make you proud of their achievements and application of their gifts, or are they just some way of keeping busy and spending time. 


God made an important promise in Jesus, and it is revealed in our gospel reading from John today; “God is not going to lose any one of those people who are willing who have a spirit of faith and love for god and for God’s people. That is what we instill in the sacrament of baptism. That is what we revisit when we come to the communion table, and share the Lord’s Supper.

 A married man walked up to a sales lady in the clothing store “I would like to buy my wife a pretty sweater. ” 

“Oh that’s sounds lovely!” exclaimed the sales lady,  ”sounds like she’s going to be a surprised!”

 “She sure is!” said John “She’s expecting a new diamond ring!”


Okay, we sometimes promise the moon, and sometimes our promises do not turn out the way we want, but rather than use that as an excuse when we promise we need to be faithful and asking God to help us when we need a miracle in order to keep the promises we make. God is not letting go of you. In Christ Jesus God has promised never to let go, no matter what the cost; even at the cost of Jesus,. You are saved. That is a promise.

God’s promises are like the stars; the darker the night the brighter they shine.
David Nicholas

In a recent article for an online magazine called LifeHack, writer Erin Kurt lists the ten things that our children want as promises from us (this is from a study examining things that adults now celebrate about their parents, how they offered something that was a little more then play, but was less of a ‘work schedule’.

The things that children want us to promise to do:

1. Come into my bedroom at night, tuck me in and sing me a song. Also tell me stories about when you were little.

2. Give me hugs and kisses and sit and talk with me privately.

3. Spend quality time just with me, not with my brothers and sisters around.

4. Give me nutritious food so I can grow up healthy.

5. At dinner talk about what we could do together on the weekend.

6. At night talk to me about about anything; love, school, family etc.

7. Let me play outside a lot.

8. Cuddle under a blanket and watch our favorite TV show together.

9. Discipline me. It makes me feel like you care.

10. Leave special messages in my desk or lunch bag.

The promises we make should reflect the great promise that has been made to us. God’s promise to send us salvation, to never leave us or forsake us, is fulfilled and out eternal hope of everlasting joy and love is and will always be found in him. May the same come to be said of us in the way we live out our faith. May God be praised. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – The investigation committee will be conducting a number of visits over the next few weeks. The meeting for St. Mark’s is planned for May 25th a 6:30pm. It is NOT members only.
Easter Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Continues, Tuesday, at 2pm at the Manse in Beersville. 

Gospel Fellowship – Thanks you to everyone who came and shared in praise

Baptism – Today we welcome Jaxson James Sawyer, his parents Tara & Marc and his extended family to today’s worship as we welcome him in Baptism.
Condolences – The condolences of the Pastoral Charge are extended to the family and friends of Alice MacIntosh. Our prayers our with you and yours.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community Breakfast – The Beersville Community hall will hosting a breakfast on Saturday May 23rd starting at 8am. Good will donation

Call for Volunteers - Rexton Lions Nursing Home is in need of volunteers.  Please call Juanita Hebert at 523-7720 Ext 107  for details. Even something as easy as sitting outside on a nice day with someone, or taking a bike ride, you can make a difference in someone’s life – we hope you will volunteer.

Yoga – Classes on hold in Harcourt, but are ongoing Mondays in Clairville

BLMS – Drama performance this week of “Crumpled Classics” tickets available at and going fast for shows May 20-22. Call 523-7160 Adult $7 Student $5

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 569 Joyful, joyful we adore you

Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, on us fall

Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Acts 2:1-21, Psalm 104, Romans 8:22-27, John 15:26- 16:15

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Alf, the Campbell’s, the Reidpaths, the Hudsons, Florence [Jessie’s sister], the family of Alice MacIntosh
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Mission Moments Partnering with Chinese educators Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing send Canadian Presbyterians to help rural Chinese middle school English teachers develop their listening and speaking skills. Last August, a team of four representatives from Knox, Waterloo spent a month in Weifang, China with the Amity Foundation’s summer English program. Both the Knox team and the Chinese students learned from the experience. Athena, a grade one teacher in rural China, shares, “Learning about the traditions and beliefs of Canadians and comparing them to Chinese practices has shown that we are all similar; we all have the same goal, to share our love of language and to help our students be the best they can be. Janice Harper adds, “My own approach to teaching has even changed as a result of our experiences, and that is after being a teacher for 32 years!”
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