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ORDER OF SERVICE

May 4th 2014 - Easter

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 18 Refiner’s Fire (NBoP 252) 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: Hymn BoP 307 the church’s one foundation
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 31:14-24 [pew Bible] 

1    In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;  let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your righteousness.
2    Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me.
3    Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me.
4    Free me from the trap that is set for me, for you are my refuge.
5    Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.
6    I hate those who cling to worthless idols; I trust in the LORD.
7    I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for you saw my affliction and knew the anguish of my soul.
8    You have not handed me over to the enemy but have set my feet in a spacious place.
9    Be merciful to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my soul and my body with grief.
10    My life is consumed by anguish and my years by groaning; my strength fails because of my affliction, and my bones grow weak.
11    Because of all my enemies, I am the utter contempt of my neighbours;  I am a dread to my friends— those who see me on the street flee from me.
12    I am forgotten by them as though I were dead; I have become like broken pottery.
13    For I hear the slander of many; there is terror on every side; they conspire against me and plot to take my life.
14    But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.”
15    My times are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from those who pursue me.
16    Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love.
17    Let me not be put to shame, O LORD, for I have cried out to you; but let the wicked be put to shame and lie silent in the grave.
18    Let their lying lips be silenced, for with pride and contempt they speak arrogantly against the righteous.
19    How great is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you,
    which you bestow in the sight of men on those who take refuge in you.
20    In the shelter of your presence you hide them from the intrigues of men; in your dwelling you keep them safe from accusing tongues.
21    Praise be to the LORD, for he showed his wonderful love to me when I was in a besieged city.
22    In my alarm I said, “I am cut off from your sight!” Yet you heard my cry for mercy when I called to you for help.
23    Love the LORD, all his saints! The LORD preserves the faithful, but the proud he pays back in full.
24    Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.
Bible School Moments 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn BoP 378 Jesus loves me this I know

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 51:1-6

1    “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the LORD:
    Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn;
2    look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth.
    When I called him he was but one, and I blessed him and made him many.
3    The LORD will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins;
    he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the LORD.
    Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing.
4    “Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation:
    The law will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations.
5    My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations.
    The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm.
6    Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies.
    But my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.

            NT – Acts 7:48-60

48“However, the Most High does not live in houses made by men. As the prophet says:
49    “‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.
    What kind of house will you build for me?’, says the Lord.
    ‘Or where will my resting place be?’
50    ‘Has not my hand made all these things?’ 

51“You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears!” 

“You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him—53you who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but have not obeyed it.”
54When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”
57At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.
59While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 221 Rejoice and be glad
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 14:1-14

1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God£; trust also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
Sermon:  Really Knowing

It is an old Welsh saying:

‘There are three things that only God knows: the beginning of things, the cause of things, and the end of things.’

Since the beginning God has always asked us to take certain things on faith. Taking certain tasks and duties on faith is what obedience is all about. Since our own beginnings parents, teachers, and the churches we’ve belonged to have called on us to be obedient. Obedience does not assume that we understand why we are doing something; to obey is to do as we are told because we trust in the authority of the person giving the command. We don’t really know whether it is the right thing to do until we see the results of obeying. 


From Adam and Eve in the garden, not knowing has been a problem for humans. They did not know, and they made their decision based on a lie. They disobeyed God because they would not begin their journey to knowing with a little faith. They were told to trust and to obey, and as we know from the song “Trust and obey, for there is no other way”. 


If we don’t know, and we don’t believe, we have nothing; no strength of spirit with which we can face life.


If we have knowledge, and we do not have faith, we are in the same sort of situation of having tools, but not knowing how to use them.



Faith without knowledge is not much difference, but at least when we are finally handed some situation we have the strength to do something.


But when we wield knowledge and faith together we live and act in full wisdom and love, and this is the way to the place that is prepared for us.

I was privileged to be able to study under a well-known teacher and theologian named John Stott who wrote many books and gave many lectures, well into his old age. In fact when I last heard him give a lecture he was in his late eighties. He once wrote: “Knowledge is indispensable to Christian life and service. If we do not use the mind that God has given us, we condemn ourselves to spiritual superficiality and cut ourselves off from many of the riches of God’s grace  . . . Knowledge is given us to be used, to lead us to higher worship, greater faith, deeper holiness, better service.”
John R. W. Stott (1921– 2011)

Jesus told his disciples ‘do not be afraid’. To obey Christ is to go beyond our knowledge of all the things that could harm us, and not to be afraid. Jesus says, do not fear those things that can destroy the body, but be wary of that which destroys the spirit. Now, this sort of thing is fine when Jesus is right there with you, and you have seen Him perform miracles, but Jesus was telling his disciples and us to not be afraid when he could not be seen; when Jesus returned to heaven and out of our reach and human senses.  Jesus is telling them to believe, like we need to believe, we need to know Christ well enough to know that he is there even when we cannot see him. 


It was this same fearlessness that brought Stephen, faced with the crowd of Jews and disbelievers, to stand in the face of their anger and their doubts and their self-righteousness and declare Christ Jesus and to turn their own testimony against him back on themselves. He spoke n the face of his own death to people who were once friends and neighbours, as he served the poor and the destitute in Christ’s name. He faced them, he was cursed by them, and then they killed him. It is not a fate we wish on any fellow believers, but do not doubt brothers and sister in Christ it is a fate that Christians around the world face every day.


Would you believe, and would make a stand on that belief against the disbelief and false belief of you friends and neighbours? Would you be willing to and have the courage to be mocked and ridiculed by your own family? 


That is a hard stand to make. Against such opposition could mere facts and reason stand up? When our emotions and our personality are so deeply involved, is it fair to ourselves to just have facts and figures? No, we need to dig a little deeper, deeper in our own souls, and believe.


Jesus was telling his disciples to believe. They needed to believe in Jesus, in who he really was before they could really follow him. Like a road map, which you need to really believe is the right map of the right place whether you know it is the right map or not, you will not follow the route on the map until you believe in it. 


I remember once that Marly and I were going somewhere in her car, and I wanted to know where in the city a certain address was, so she pushed a button and then the car started giving all sorts of instructions on how to get there. I didn’t know the machine, or how well it worked, I didn’t believe in it, and therefore it was very hard for me to follow any instructions it was giving me. I still wrestle with it  today, even though it has proven itself several times to be right. 

The disciples were told to believe and be brave. C. S. Lewis wrote the Narnia series, which is full of lessons about trust and obeying, and so he also wrote: “A man can accept what Christ has done without knowing how it works; indeed, he certainly won’t know how it works until he’s accepted it.” It takes faith in order to be ready to know. The truth about God takes us beyond what we come to expect, or what we sense is true. It means looking beyond our own understanding of things right now and striving for the truth that is waiting just over the horizon, the truth that is in God’s keeping until we are ready to receive it. 


Adam and Eve were not ready for that truth when they were in the garden, and so they tried to take it. That certainly did not work out for them. They were afraid, because they at first thought God was keeping things from them for no good reason, and then they were afraid because the knowledge they took for themselves was more than they could handle.
“God does not expect us to submit our faith to him without reason, but the very limits of reason make faith a necessity.” Those were the words of a man who came to Christian faith from a pretty wild pagan, even hedonistic childhood and youth; and would go on to not only lead the church of his time, but whose writings still influence the church in every denomination. {I spoke of him last week, Augustine, Bishop of the north African city of Hippo }

But though we don’t always or even often know why things are happening, for what purpose, and even in the midst of not understanding and not seeing the way forward through life,  Jesus declares “I am the way, the truth and the life”. 


We don’t have to believe in the way things are, or in what we find it hard to understand. We do not have to figure things out as much as we have to believe in Jesus. That doesn’t mean we ignore everything that we can learn, but that we make the beginning of everything we come to understand resonate around our faith in Christ. 


If you are hoping to know Jesus as your personal Saviour, your truth, you way, your life, that knowledge is not going to come simply through what you can figure out. The knowledge of Christ, the knowledge of God’s love come down to lift us up, is going to come from what you are willing to graciously receive.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 
The Lord’s Supper We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper  each week: May 25th Zion, June 1st St Andrew’s, June 8th St. James, June 15th St. Mark’s.

Pastoral Charge Fellowship & Meeting Reports from the meeting are available at the entrance of the church. We are looking to have a follow –up meeting to make some decisions regarding these issues.

Hymn Sing –2:30pm on May 25th we host the seasonal Hymn Sing at St James’ Presbyterian Church, Beersville. Everyone is invited to share praise and fellowship as we celebrate together the Holy Spirit’s coming in the season of Pentecost.

Revival Service – Breathe Life!! - May 22nd – 25th in Belfast PEI hosted by St. John’s Presbyterian; No Cost - featuring Paul & Pricilla Reid and Robyn Mark. Daily worship and workshops to grow in faith and mission in Christ. 

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Breakfast – May 24th at St. Mark’s Hall. 8am to 11am, donations through the Ladies’ Aide for the hall and community care.
Elder’s Workshop From the basics of eldership to how to reach out into your community and grow the church and its mission? Elders are invited to a workshop at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian in Moncton. The cost is ten dollars. June 9th 9 to 4
Bible Study The Psalms Wednesdays. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm, Bring a friend.

Bible School – Weekly on Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Hymn Sing – 7pm tonight at St. George’s Anglican in Moncton. 

Community Food Bank – Think about what you will be planting in your garden. Can you plant extra carrots? Potatoes? Let’s all help with what we have.
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 404 My hope is built on nothing less
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia (vs. 4)
Next week’s Services

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: Acts 17:22-31, Psalm 66,  John 14:15-21

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled due to weather. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, John, Phyllis, Rose, John Allison 
Mission Moments Empowered to Prosper We frequently hear about poverty in the developing world—the billions of people who do not have access to clean water or health care or enough nutritious food to eat. It is difficult to imagine what their lives must be like, or why they are so drastically different from our own lives in Canada. PWS&D’s new youth game “Empowered to Prosper” aims to help young people understand the causes of poverty and how they can make a difference. Representing families living in developing countries, players experience the everyday realities of poverty, while moving across the game board. Order your copy today: 
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The Book Room 
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