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Pentecost Sunday – May 19th 2013

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome   

Call to Worship A&D  18 Refiner’s Fire

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 307 The church’s one foundation
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 103 [BoP 654] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus love me this I know

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Daniel 6:6-28

6So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: “O King Darius, live forever! 7The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. 8Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 9So King Darius put the decree in writing.
10Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 11Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 12So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”
The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”
13Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day.” 14When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him.
15Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him, “Remember, O king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.”
16So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”
17A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 18Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.
19At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?”
21Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! 22My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king.”
23The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.
24At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.
25Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language throughout the land:
“May you prosper greatly!
26“I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel.
    “For he is the living God
    and he endures forever;
    his kingdom will not be destroyed,
    his dominion will never end.
27    He rescues and he saves;
    he performs signs and wonders
    in the heavens and on the earth.
    He has rescued Daniel
    from the power of the lions.”
28So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

        Epistle – Romans 8:5-17

5Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.
9You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.
12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 221 Rejoice and be glad

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 14:8-17 (dev. reading Acts 2:1-21)

8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
15“If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 
Sermon: Where to be faithful

As parents we try to teach our children the lesson of cause and consequence;

 ‘if you eat your peas then you can have some dessert’, 

Or 

‘If you hit your sister you will be grounded from everything fun for a week’ 

And that kind of understanding of how things work makes sense for a large part of life. But not all parts of life follow these rules. At some point something will come along and happen that makes cause and consequence really confusing. 

Why do bad things happen to good people?
The Bible tells a lot of stories and even though it ends with – ‘and we all will live happily ever after’ (or at least that’s how I read the book of Revelation) – the rest of the stories don’t all work out like that at all.

Bad things do happen to good people.

Able, Noah, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Debra, Sampson, Hannah David, Jonathan, Solomon and lets not forget Job; all suffered, all were ‘good’ people  - not perfect, but on the balance we can safely call these, and many others the bible mentions, good people. Life & the Bible agree, ‘Bad things do happen to good people.’


But, we are raised with that mindset that sends us spinning off looking for a reason, some sense to the wrongs and the pain and the suffering. Maybe we are trying to justify our own sadness when a tragedy happens, and we might just be looking for some kind of defense to make sure we don’t deserve the same pain that someone else has got. 

It takes a lot of growing up to realize that bad things happen to good people for no better reason then . . . bad things happen to good people. And if that was it then life would be a terror, or at the very least a depressing mess. But that isn’t it; Life is more then some gambler tossing dice and when your number comes up- good or bad – well then your number comes up.


Today’s reading from Daniel is the most well known of all the Daniel stories. Oh, I know a few of you were all excited that as we roamed through the book of Daniel we would read about Daniel and the goat with the horn in the middle of his head soon enough, but for now we will be satisfied reading about Daniel and the Lions Den.


Our favourite bible characters all have those stories that really set their character for us. Most of us forget that Noah made wine and got drunk on it, but we do remember Noah and the ark and the flood and the rainbow. Abraham was the father of nations, the faithful servant of God even when his wife did not believe, and we often skip over the fact that Abraham posed as his wife’s brother so she would be married to an Egyptian nobleman. 


Over the past few weeks we’ve looked at Daniel in a whole lot more detail than we usually do, we didn’t just jump to the story that makes Daniel look good, and we even paused at the possibility that Daniel did not follow the faithful example of his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (that is Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) in defiance of the king’s edict to bow down and worship the king and the king’s statue. But Daniel would face his own test. Daniel is human, like the rest of us. He has God given gifts, like the rest of us too. 


Daniel uses those gifts in the highest possible way. He achieves in the midst of a disaster on his people. Most of his fellow Jews were taken into slaver, low servitude or worse. He becomes the third highest ruler in the land. In many ways Daniel is the king that should have been, wise & walking with God. Daniel is not perfect, but few would question whether Daniel was good. 


But Daniel’s goodness and his faithfulness to his people, and his friends and even to God, does not mean that Daniel avoided all danger and fear and sadness and worry. 


When Daniel finally follows his friends’ example and prays to God rather then to King Darius he isn’t taking his life into his own hands, but in what seems at first as just as risky a move, Daniel puts his life in God’s hands. Daniel is, after all, a good person.


And bad things happen to good people. 


What about you? You are good people. Even the folks who are out on the pontoon boats with their party plans and rowdy behaviour, they are – at the least – not bad people. 


But bad things still happen to them, suffering and sadness are a part of our lives too. We often take all the good things in life for granted until something bad happens, but that is not why bad tings happen to good people. We even take God for granted, assuming protection, and cure, and blessings, but even that is not why bad things happen to good people. 


We often take evil for granted. We can point our fingers at it when it is something distant like an evil tyrant in a country on the other side of the world, or when some industry pollutes with toxins and chemicals or destroys the rain forests, we look at these things and we call them evil, and just assume that there is no real evil in our lives.


But when we look at our clothing label and see that it was made in Bangladesh, or we stay silent because we are benefiting through some injustice in our own society, in our own community, well then evil has come to our doorstep. When a family is in fear because a youth mistook danger for fun, or when a mother cares for a baby deformed because her home exposed her to toxic fumes for years, evil comes home in a very real way for us.


And the evil in an otherwise good king being tricked into selfish-pride did cause the king to fall into the lion’s pit, instead the good man of God is thrown to the lions. 


But before Daniel faced the yawning mouth of a hungry lion, he carried his faith with him through good times and bad. He learned the lessons of faith, faithful; and in devotion sought after an understanding of the world and all that was happening in the world around him that was more than just what could be reasoned out. You see, when we reason something out we find out why we think something should happen. When we see the world through the lens faith we are shown – as a gift – the purpose beyond all of our reasons. 


So Daniel and his faith were thrown into the lions’ den, and by all reason Daniel should not have survived. On a diet of soft vegetable stew Daniel was already seasoned and tenderized, and he would have smelled like a deer from the plains of Babylon. He was not the fierce warrior David, nor did he have the strength of Sampson, but Daniel survived the lions.


And evil, as it had manifested itself in the other advisors to the king, they were thrown into the pit of lions, they and their whole families. And just to prove that the lions were actually hungry when they did not eat Daniel, the feet of the advisors had barely touched the floor when they were torn apart by the lions.


Conclusion
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
Bible School– Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville 

Clairville Clean-Up day St Andrews clean up day will be will be on May 25 .
Spring Breakfast; St. Mark’s Hall, Bass River – A welcome to spring and everyone is welcome!! Saturday May 25th Starts 8am; Donation at the door

Hymn Sing - May 26th 7pm at Grangeville Baptist 

Benefit breakfast – June 1st to help Paul Scofield; Harcourt Legion 8am to 10am 

Fundraiser – Ross Agnew Memorial Ball Tournament supporting the scholarship trusted in his name on Saturday, June 1st, Clairville Ball Field, 

100th Birthday Party– Open to all. Honouring James Lawson’s 100 years on June 2nd hosted at the Greenwood Lodge, 2-4pm; on June 9th James will be honoured at St. James, Beersville during the morning worship.
Presbytery Visits Clairville/Beersville May 29th; Bass River/West Branch June 5th 
Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 

Joint Session- a meeting of the joint session will occur the week following the presbytery visits, date TBA
Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 404  My hope is built on nothing less

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Announcements: 

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
Bible School– Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville 

Clairville Clean-Up day St Andrews clean up day will be will be on May 25 .
Spring Breakfast; St. Mark’s Hall, Bass River – A welcome to spring and everyone is welcome!! Saturday May 25th Starts 8am; Donation at the door

Hymn Sing - May 26th 7pm at Grangeville Baptist 

Benefit breakfast – June 1st to help Paul Scofield; Harcourt Legion 8am to 10am 

Fundraiser – Ross Agnew Memorial Ball Tournament supporting the scholarship trusted in his name on Saturday, June 1st, Clairville Ball Field, 

100th Birthday Party– Open to all. Honouring James Lawson’s 100 years on June 2nd hosted at the Greenwood Lodge, 2-4pm; on June 9th James will be honoured at St. James, Beersville during the morning worship.
Presbytery Visits Clairville/Beersville May 29th; Bass River/West Branch June 5th 
Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 

Joint Session- a meeting of the joint session will occur the week following the presbytery visits, date TBA
Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Jonathan Mourant, Raymond Fahey, Savannah Arsenault-Symes, Percy Little, Carmen, Brandon Reid, Cathy, Bill, Brent Young, Orga, 
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
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Mission: Limitless Possibilities: Fati’s Story Fati can’t walk, but this hasn’t stopped her from achieving a remarkable level of success in her life. Her story begins at the Garu Community Based Rehabilitation Centre in Ghana, where she first learned to sew through a vocational training program supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development. She became so good that, although she was once considered an outcast in her community, she is now a sought-after seamstress and operates her own very successful business. Renowned for her talents, Fati even has six apprentices working in her store, all of whom are excited to work with and learn from someone so talented. Stories like these are made possible by the generous support of Presbyterians in Canada. Together we can build brighter futures for the most vulnerable.
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